
In Aqaba , partly cloudy, 
winds Southly and Seas 
calm. 



Vedrine reports progress 

KOSOVO TALKS EXTENDED 

FOR THREE DAYS 


RAMBOUILLET {AGENCIES) — The 
Kosovo peace talks moved into over- 
time Saturday, as Western nations try- 
ing to salvage a deal and hold off 
NATO airstiikes extended the dead- 
line by three days. 

French Foreign Minister Hubert 
Vedrine told a news conference the 
talks had been extended from the 
original Saturday noon deadline until 
Tuesday at 1400 GMT because "very 
substantial progress” had been made 
on a three-year interim agreement for 
Kosovo. 

The announcement came after U.S. 
Secretary of StaTe Madeleine Albriglir 
and ministers from five European 
countries spent a day in discussions 
with the Serb and ethnic Albanian 
sides in the Htli-ccntury Chateau de 
Rambouillet. 

Officials confirmed Serb comments 
rhat the major stumbling block was 
the Serb refusal to accept NATO 
troops on Kosovo soil. 

Asked about the military annex to 
the deal, Vedrine said "it's still the 
Serb delegation that must make con- 
cessions on the decisions that we feel 
are indispensable.'' 

British Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook, a co-host of the talks with 
Vedrine, said that on the political part 
of the agreement, “a tremendous step 
forward" had been made in the last 24 
hours. But he added: "the Yugoslav 
delegation is still a long way from an 
agreement” on the military annex. 

Cook said the Serbian delegation 
was taking the negotiations very seri- 
ously, and was coming very close to 
agreement on the political part of the 
proposal. 

Bur earlier, State Department 
spokesman James P. Rubin told 
reporters that the political and mili- 
tary sections of the deal could not be 
split. 

The military component provides 
for a NATO force of up to 30,000 
troops to enforce the deal. Yugoslav 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
adamantly refuses to accept foreign 
troops. 

In a statement late Saturday. Milan 
Milutinovic, the Serbian president, 
-said “there is a chance that a minimal 
agreement on the political resolution 
of the Issues" can be readied. 

He blamed U.S. envoy Christopher 
Hill for the delay, saying he had "acted 
in an absolutely unacceptable man- 
ner" in his demand that Serbia accept 
NATO troops on its territory. 
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pledging fo end all disputes 

PAKISTAN, INDIAN PREMIERS 
SIGN 'LAHORE DECLARATION 


In an interview with Associated 
Press Television News, Yugoslav 
Deputy Premier Vuk Draskovic said 
tlie fact that talks were still going on 
"is a good signal which tells us there 
is hope for a political settlement." 

He added: "The bombing of 
Yugoslavia would only strengthen 
anti-American and anti-European 
forces, and Americans cannot under- 
stand this.” 

Albright made clear who she felt 
was preventing a deal,- accusing the 
Serb negotiators, led from Belgrade 
by Yugoslav President Slobodan 
Milosevic, of “evasion and delay." 

“I would hope that Milosevic will 
wake up and smell the coffee," she 
said. 

"It would be a grave mistake For 
Milosevic to miscalculate our inten- 
tions ... We’re not into endless exten- 
sions." 

Albright said the Serbs had shown a 
lack of desire to negotiate on' t|ie 


main slicking point: a NATO force of 
international troops to enforce a deal. 

A deal on the political but not the 
military aspects, she said, would be 
like “a table top without legs." 

Albright also said that until the par- 
lies accept all provisions, "the prepn- 


against the use nf fail'd 1 . Oil Salimlay, 
Russian Prime Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov echoed those sent i menls in 
a telephone conversation with British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair. Primakov 
said the potential lor a diplomatic 
solution was far from exhausted, the 


‘The bombing of Yougoslavia would 
only strengthen anti-American and 
anti-European forces’ 

TWf- aisaaaiB —— — b hems jg im b mewi 
rations for NATO military action will Interfax news agency reported, 
continue,” 


As for the ethnic Albanians, Albright 
said they had not yet agreed in full to 
the political side of the deal, and are 
demanding an independence refefen-, 
dum in three years. But the extension 
would allow them to clarify certain' 
aspects of the deal 
' Russia -has come 


Meanwhile, fighting erupted 
Saturday in scattered areas of this 
rebellious province and frightened 
ethnic. 'Albanians fled, the provincial 
capital, fearing diplomats would fall 
to. win, a jieafce 
NATO airs trjkes 


LAHORE (AFP) — The prime 
ministers of Pakistan and India 
vowed Sunday to take immedi- 
ate steps to reduce the risk of 
nuclear conflict and to intensify 
efforts to resolve all bilateral 
’disputes, including the key 
■.bsue of Kashmir. 

•. The pledge came in a “Lahore 
: Declaration" signed following 
ki historic weekend summit 
,5ere between Indian Prime 
: Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee 
, and his Pakistani counterpart 
• Nawaz Sharif 

The declaration said both 
governments would "take 
Mediate steps for reducing 
'/Re risk of accidental or unau- 
thorised use of nuclear 
_ ; Weapons" and explore “mea- 

,. |„ Curope, S ! Jres for confidence-building in 

(.iKiperatlim J e nuclear and conventional 

l.ecosle, snid mortars an Helds, aimed at prevention or 
weapons fire rocked tne conflict." 

Studencane about WO ®rjf Long-time rivals India and 
northwest of Sava Rate vj™ 1 conducted a series of 
Witnesses said worrien ■/ nuclear tests last May, 
« i n0 the v '■ ^dting global fears of a 

W n e : ftS* arms ra “ ln South* Asia 

snid it was ui^kw: -,aj,d leading to swift US sano 

attacking. However, W ,-tions. 

lucated near the ^hhe the declaration and a 

Serb brothers wer?- ^.JWt memorandum of 
Saturday, apparently; )-.J™ erstan ding contained spe- 

murdered by ^ ethnic L : ;|, d e measures for building con- 

murdered oy ^ Bd e on nuclear issues, they 

where no oew initiative on the 

police came j : >«er question of the disputed 

day, ‘j.wshmlr region beyond a com- 

Fighting was alio .^ mament to intensify efforts 

Sf"* a ^solution. 

north Whi ’ n f CU,t for me to say 

.1. 1 India and D It 

and Pakistan have 
■ought two of their 


? diplomats wouio rau. 

6 agreement and avoid checked j 

, slw said. . • A . : . spokeswoman . for ■. fe? also set up- ^^ ^^Sj 

me pujAiStrtiigiy, drganjzatioh for- Security vand v 

• • ■' •' .W&l 
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Pakistani Prim* Minister Hawn Sharif (ripMJ ■••h wHh his 
talks at OGvernor hous* In Lahore 

three wars since partition in Kashmiri Muslims right to self- 
1947 over the divided 
Himalayan region. 

The declaration, which 
stressed that resolution of- the 
Kashmir dispute was “essential" 
to ensuring mutual peace and 
security, also carried a joint 
condemnation “of terrorism in 
all its forms." . 

India accuses Pakistan of 
sponsoring and training 
Moslem separatists fighting a 
. bloody secessionist struggle-in 
Indian-controlled Kashmir.. ‘ 

Pakistan denies the. charge. 


Indian counterpart Atel Bahari Va|paye« daring niw-to-onn 


determination." 

Although no significant 
breakthrough had been expect- 
ed on Kashmir, the absence of 
any tangible progress is still 
bound to come as something of 
a disappointment following the 
hype surrounding the Lahore 
summit. 

, Vajpayee, the first Indian 
prime minister to step foot on 
Pakistan soil in 1 0 years, arrivet) 
here Saturday for a visit' he 
described as . a “defining; 
moment in South Asian, histo-. 
ThV memorandum of 


understanding on confidence- 
building measures said the two 
sides would provide each other 
with advance notification of any 
ballistic missile tests and con- 
clude a bilateral agreement to 
that effect. 

They also agreed to notify 
each other Immediately of any 
"accidental, unauthorised or 
unexplained incident" that 
might risk "the outbreak or a 
nuclear, war." ... 

: Hie summit marked the first 
time the two , sides have 


their respective tests in May. 

Previously, they had conduct- 
ed separate bilateral talks with 
the United States which has put 
heavy pressure on both sides to 
sign the Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty (CTBT). 

At a joint press conference, 
Vajpayee said a mutual signing 
of the CTBT was discussed but 
“no decision was taken." 

Vajpayee said the documents 
signed at the summit reflected 
the “areas - of understanding 
that we have established" dur- 


lime 111*: iwu , jiuta |i«h : - — 

engaged in direct formal discus- 'tog his visit and set out a 'Tor- 
sion over nuclear Issues since ward-looking" agenda. 


rhe two countries “musi” 
now implement “our various 
mule i standings in gnncl faiili." 
he said. 

The Indian leader also 
brushed aside the significance' 
of large-scale street protests by 
Islamic fundamentalists which 
marred his two-day visit to the 
Pakistani city of Lahore. 

Tlie protests "were against 
the (Pakistani) government,” he 
said. 

Sharif, who described the 
summit talks as “substantive, 
constructive and candid," said 
the agreements demonstrated 
"an earnest desire on our part 
to turn a new leaf in the chapter 
of Pakistan-India relations." 

Thousands of police and 
paramilitary troops have been 
deployed in Lahore for the 
duration of the summit, but 
there was a second day of vio- 
lent clashes Sunday between 
the police and Islamic funda- 
mentalists opposed to 
Vajpayee's visit. 

Police fired tear gas and 
baton-charged a mass gathering 
of several thousand activists 
from the main Islamic party. 
JamaaM-Islami. arresting up to 
100 people, including some 
senior party leaders. 

Violent protests on Saturday 
left one policeman dead and at 
. least 100 people injured. Police 
arrested as many as 300 protes- 
tors. 

And in Karachi, Islamic mili* 
tants burnt lyres and pelted 
police with stones in street 
protests against the visit. 
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTYlT 
KEY TO FOREIGN INVESTMENT 


TrAB bAllV ^FEBRUARY 22,1999 


CAL NE 


king answers prince 

HASSAN'S LETTER 


P rotecting the intel- 
lectual property in 
Jordan is an impor- 
tant Factor for encourag- 
ing foreign companies and 
investors in the Kingdom. 

“Unless there is a full 
protection for intellectual 
property in Jordan, 
chances to develop the 


economy are very low. 
foreigners are afraid of 
piracy, which is dominat- 
ing the Jordanian market 
now," said president of 
the Jordanian Society for 
Protection of Intellectual 
Property Rights, Dr. 
8as5am Talhouni. 

“The society. estab- 


lished in 1998, aims at 
creating a balance 
between authors and pub- 
lishers on one hand, and 
people who make use of 
the products on the other 
hand," added Talhouni. 

Talhouni.a law professor 
at Jordan University, 
srressed the importance 


of eliminating piracy in 
Jordan and elsewhere. 

He said both authors 
and publishers are nega- 
tively affected by piracy, 
since it leaves them finan- 
cially in trouble and their 
properties without protec- 
tion. 

“What we are trying to 


McRoyale 


do is in create a public 
awareness, so that people 
would realize that they 
put themselves in danger 
when they violate the 
laws,” Talhouni noted. 

Talhouni said that local 
laws that protect the intel- 
lectual property of 
authors and publishers, 
include the author’s right 
for the year 1992, which 
was amended in 1998, the 
trade mark law for the 
year 1952 and the patent 
invention law for the year 
1953, which all are in 
need of amendment.. 

"What Jordan lacks, iu 
order to achieve an inter- 
national economic indus- 
try in the Kingdom, is 
amending these laws and 
pulling them under full 
practice. Once we achieve 
this, we will be able to 
seek membership of the 
World Trade 

Organization,” Talhouni 
pointed out. 

"So lar, the government 
is cooperating with us to 
create public awareness 
among citizens. Oifl- 
memhers are working 
with the government to 
achieve our goals," he 
added. 

The society is utilizing 
media in public aware- 
ness through seminars, 
brochures, posters and 
many other ways in order 
to make people realize 
that protecting the intel- 
lectual properly is the 
best for every individual 
in Jordan, Talhouni 
explained. 
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On the other k' 
there are temporary, 
live results from dr.- 
ing piracy. 

“Prices would goto 1 , 
but, according to & 
tries that passed tor 
protecting the iniete 
property rights, pri«; 
was a temporary *■ 
lion," the professors-' 
One of the ps- 
results, if the pnroc 
law is passed, is thii, 
opportunities would: 
made available for : 
unemployed once fe : 
companies attend ■ 
investing in the Kwgfc 
The newly-estaK* 
society includes bnct 
men, writers, actou>- 
actresses, journal 

painters, singers, cos- 
or companies and fc 
individual or insda^, 
that is concerned » J . 
protecting i ntelifiIi ; 


His Majesty King Abdullah has 
entrusted His Royal Highness 
Prince Hassan with carrying out 
the duties of the Higher Council 
for Science and Technology 
(HCST), one of various institu- 
tions that were founded by 
Prince Hassan upon directives 
fiom His Majesty the late King 
Hussein. 

The King, in a letter 
addressed to Prince Hassan on 
Sunday, said His Royal Highness 
“•will remain the scholar and the 
scientist who will continue to 
enrich Jordanian institutions 
with his wide experience and 
knowledge. 

The King expressed deep 
appreciation of Prince Hassan's 
long years of dedicated and 
hard work by die side of late 
King Hussein, and said that he 
counted on the Prince to con- 
tinue in the same line with him 
and with his brother Crown 
Prince Hamzah. 

King Abdullah thanked Prince 
ilassan lor his letter in wiiich 
His Knyal Highness lias pledged 
to serve Jordan, the King, and 
the Crown Prince and to contin- 


ue to be the “brother who will 
not waver from offering his 
love, knowledge or support" to 
all those who may need it. 

In his letter the King paid 
tribute to Prince Hassan's 
involvement with such institu- 
tions as the Arab Thought 
Forum, and Ai ai Bait 
Foundation which lie said have 
served to widen the scopes of 
science and knowledge in the 
Kingdom and to project to the 
world a bright image of Islam as 
a moderate and civilized reli- 
gion. 

Upon entrusting him with the 
responsibilities of the HCST, 
The King expressed hope for 
continued meetings and discus- 
sions wirh His Royal Highness 
on future plans and programs 
and means of implementing 
them. 

The King renewed his confi- 
dence in Prince Hassan as a 
“man of intellect, vision, and 
wisdom and described him as 
close and dear uncle who will 
always be loved and respected." 


RAMZl E. KHOURY 


Editor-In-Chief 





KING ABDULLAH CONDOLES 
BEREAVED FAMILIES IN TAFILEH 
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The Jordanian Society lor tfw: 
Intellectual Pro p ert y RlflWs 
Business Software Alliance { 
aspects related to the Sell ware 
Jordan. Among the sodety wj^ - ^ 
a cf M Hoo are ow hlng sh*f* PfS 
CDs copied lllogWimitefy. ;.&$f 





In his first trip outside Amman since assuming his 
constitutional powers. His Majesty King Abdullah vis- 
ited Tafileh to extend his personal condolences to 
the bereaved families of two Jordanian officers who 
fell in the line of duty last week. 

The King, accompanied by the Chief Chamberlain. 
Prince Ra’ad Bin Zaid, and Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Faisal. Prince Ali, and Prince Hashem. called 
on the two families, Al-Faraheed and Al-Khawaldeh 
and met with the widows of the two deceased offi- 
cers. inquiring about their conditions and needs. 

Members of the two families thanked the King for 
his kind gesture, and expressed their deep apprecia- 
tion of the visit. 


Those who are unable to break through their eggshell wafer 
of ideological confinement have come out to the streets — as 
usual — practicing their doctrine of violence, but this time In 
Pakistan. 

What they should understand is that Vajpayee's visit to his 
enemy's den, their own streets they have filled with stones 
and burning tires, is a win-win smart and courageous move 
executed at the right time. 

Nawaz Sharif understands that and appreciates it. 

The Indian Prime Minister didn’t start a bickering bout over 
who should visit who first, disregarded the fact that his pre- 
decessors didn’t dare such a move In the past ten years and 
didn't wait for the US to appoint a special envoy to South Asia 
to help bring about a peaceful settlement to Kashmir, lie took 
off to do it face-fo-face without third party interference. 

It is the light rime because after the May tests were fol- 
lowed by .111 international outcry — and US sanctions — the 
world became worried that any escalation of violence 
between India and Pakistan may result in nuclear disaster. 
That should not have been left to linger on. 

The l.nhuic declaration “promising immediate steps lor 
reducing risk" promises to ease India aiul Pakistan back into 
the liking of the world community. What is expected of them 
now, after both have proven theii abilities to nuke each other 
in tu oblivion, is to sort out their problems ami as a result gel 
l id of their weapons of mass nuiuler. 

Now comes courage. Only a prime minisiei known lor bis 
nationalism, described ns extreme by some, is able in discuss 
the problem of Kashmir. Vajpayee is one sudi man vvlio needs 
to continue doing the right thing. 
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ARAWNEH: GOVERNMENT WILL NOT BE LENIENT 


& 



AL MAJD CA! MORE FLOWERS ON 
STIU. IN com the late KING'S TOMB 




Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh said ills 
government will not be lenient in dealing 
with the escape attempt case of last week 
In which two police officers Fell in the line 
of duty mid two others were wounded. 

During a parliament session on Sunday, 
mostly dedicated to a discussion of the 
case, Tarawneh said the government will 


ensure the continuity of investigations until 
all the facts were made dear, and assured 
deputies that all facts will be presented 
before them once they are available. • 

The Prime Minister said such an incident 
as last week's would continue to occur as 
long as “ill-intentioned people continue to 
exist." However, he pledged full trans- 


parency regarding the investigation proce- 
dures, and said who ever is found guilty will 
be served by justice. Responding to some 
deputies’ remarks on rumors of negligence 
by Public Security Department officials, lie 
said such a thing has nm been confirmed, 
and that “if there were any. the situation 
will be bandied witli the utmost firmness." 


Minister of 

I nl omul ion Nassei 
Judeli said Sunday 
that the case filed 
against the edit or - 
iu-cliiel oi Al Majd 
weekly is still being 
considered hy court. 

"The newspaper 
had misquoted offi- 
cials and thus 
breached the Press 
and Publication Law. 

It is thciefore up to 
tlie judiciary to say 
the final word," 

Juileh told the 
deputies during yes- 
terday's parliament 
session. 

The Minister affirmed that the suspension of ihew 
had come by a court order and not a government 

"We have welcomed and respected the deciw:! 
Com l ul Cassation to end suspension." 

As lor the Press and Publication Law, Judeh said fe 
passed all conMitminn.il sr.igcs ami we have no do 
deal with it as a law eii force 


JORDAN'S FLORA AND FAUNA ON BB! 



STUDENTS COMPLAIN 
OF INTERFERENCE 


STUDENTS AT THE University of Jordan 
complained yesterday chat they have been 
summoned by the (security authorities) and 
ided not to participate in student council 
elections. 

"Hie Isecurity authorities! have sum- 
moned me twice through the university 
office. I refused to attend the first time but 
iderided to go on the second occasion," a 
female student who asked not to be identi- 
fied told the Arab Daily. 

“They asked me not to take part in the 
elections and not to participate in any 
Katies on the student's council she 
added. 

’She went on to say, "they talked about 
cto university activities and especially 
^Rsistance to normalization. They promised 
■ summon us after the first time, but 
fortunately they did not fulfill their 
promises." 

Harith Fakhrl, president of the Student 
piuncil said that the "nine female students 


have been summoned to the [security 
authorities! in the last week due to the 
coming student council elections." 

A press statement released by the 
Student Council at the university read as 
follows: "as the elections of the Student 
Council came near, the Isecurity forcesl car- 
ried out a number of martial law practices 
against the students of the university, espe- 
cially the female students." 

The statement, which was distributed to 
newspapers at the beginning of the week 
added that "summons and threats to sus- 
pend scholarships were forwarded to stu- 
dents. in addition to threatening their fam- 
ilies, and harming the female students’ rep- 
utations." 

The Arab Daily tried to contact the 
President of University of Jordan, Waleed 
Ma'ani, but were unable to get further than 
his secretary. 

The manager of student activities, Bajes 
Sulaibi, however, commented that it is not 


wrong if the Security Department sum- 
mons a female student as a citizen in an 
equal society." 

He added that "even if it is so, the issue 
is not related to the Student Council, 
because it is an elected body and recog- 
nized by the University." 

"We allow them freedom for their activi- | 
ties but jto claim thatl the security depart- 
ment try to deny them that freedom, how 
is that possible?" 

“We live in a constitutional country and 
we have respected rules and do not have a 
committee known to be against normaliza- 
tion." 

Stressing that as far as he Is concerned, 
the university respects the peace agree- 
ment with Israel. 

"We have a signed agreement from 
Parliament and we respect their decisions." 

fly An Arab Dally Reporter 



His Royal Highness Prince Ra'ad, the Chief Chamberlain 
called on the King Hussein Medical Center to check on the 
health condition of the two police officers who were 
wounded on duly last week. 

Hospital and Public Security officials were present dur- 
ing rhe visit — AD. 


Member of Parliament Nayof Mola met with n US delega- 
tion representing students I rum various American univer- 
sities cm rently on a tour to the Region, which will .dsn 
include visits to the Palestinian National Authority Jte.is 
and Israel. 

Mola, who is member in the Arab And International 
At fairs committee, discussed with the delegation a nuni- 
hei ot regional issues, the Middle hast Peace process and 
Jordan's position towards these issues. 

He stressed Jordan’s active role on both the regional and 
international levels and highlighted the Kingdom's stands 
regarding the peace process — AD. 




SENIOR MILITARY OFFICERS RETIRE 

,«mor military officers have been issued retirement notices starting from the fi ret army officers have been 

^The second man in command in the Armed Forces. Ceneral Thhsin Shurdum, together with three other Key army 

roned offas ofnext month," the source said. MI , . gn . nn « r others 

Assid V^p 01116 ' 0fRCerS lndude MaJ ° r Generfll E|d Hamz^h ' tobto dttlge of personnel and Mohammad Abbadi, In 

bge o r? Pre «” (AP) repotted y eslerda y that ma i° r generalS H a.' a -Sthrificer^ General Ghazi Tbyyeb, was taken out 

fthe a T tlon amon S four ° fficers ' The news t a the K Watt with the bedouin tribes." •. . 

gT arni y and given a prestigious advisory post in the Royal Palace, assisting in the King s contact wim 

source and AP said that replacements are not known vet. — 1 ■ ' 111 1 


Secretary General of the Royal Society for Jerusalem 
Affairs. Abdullah Kan'an arrived in Morocco to take part in 
the 7th international conference on the future of Arab 
Jerusalem which starts in the Moroccan capital Tuesday. 
Kan'an left Amman Sunday to take part in the three day 
conference upon Invitation by the Arab. European Centre 
for Studies, the organisers of the event. 

The three day meeting, patronized by His Majesty King 
Hasan of Morocco, will also be attended by Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, and a number of scholars and 
researchers specialized in the issue of Jerusalem and its 
future — AD. 
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BAGHDAD (AP) — A government newspaper on Sunday blamed foreign 
conspiracies for the assassination of Iraq’s top Shiite dcric. Grand 
Ayatollah Mohammad Sadiq A1 Sadr was shot to deatli Friday in his 
native town of Najaf, a holy city for Shiites 160 kilometers south of 
Baghdad. His two sons also were killed. No one has claimed responsi- 
bility and no possible motive has been put forward. In a commentary, 
die Al Jumhuiiya newspaper said the killings were “motivated by the 
devil" and were "part of conspiracies against Iraq.” It did not name any 
country but indicated that the masterminds were Western powers and 
Israel. "Iraq will not be shaken by these types of attempts that are cre- 
ated by imperialism, Zionism and those who serve them,” it said , adding 
that the assassination was aimed at disturbing Iraq's internal security. 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Fifteen people were reported killed in clashes 
between demonstrators and Iraqi seauity forces in Saddam City, a Shiite 
Muslim neighborhood in northern Baghdad on Saturday, an Iraqi oppo- 
sition group said on Sunday. "At least 15 people were killed and several 
others wounded by members of die security forces who fired on 
demonstrators." Shiite Muslim opposition umbrella group die Supreme 
Council for Islamic Revolution in Iraq said in a statement issued by its 
Damascus office. The report was not confiimed by independanr 


M L-j 


ALGIERS (DPAj — The remains of 70 victims of the Algerian terrorist 
organization Armed Islamic Groups (CIA) have been recovered from a 
well at n town near the capital Algiers, die independent Liberte news- 
paper reported Sunday. The mass grave at Ouled Allel, 20 kilometers 
southeast of Algiers, was discovered two weeks ago after a tip-off by a 
GIA deserter. Poor weather had until now prevented the recovery oper- 
ation, Hie report said. Political violence in the north African country has 
meanwhile daimed three more lives, reports said Sunday. Ttoo men 
were shot dead near - die eastern town of Constantine Thursday evening. 
On ihe same day a group of armed extremists stopped a taxi. near the 
southern town ofTebessa. tied up die driver and cut the throat of the 
passenger, an Algerian army conscript. 


*I»li nl»j i AYX*1»I TT» 


SIDON (AFP)— A Lebanese woman was wounded Sunday when Israeli 
forces fired on a village next to the zone they occupy in south Lebanon, 
police said. Sana Shibani. 33. was hit in die shoulder by a bullet fired 
from an Israeli post on Arab Salim in the Iqlim Al Touffah heights, a 
stronghold of the Hizbollah guerrilla movement which is fighting die 
Israeli occupation. So for this year one Lebanese civilian has been killed 
and 16 otiiers wounded by Israeli forces, according to an AFP count. 





KAMPALA (AFP) — Rebels fighting in northwest Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRQ captured a number of Sudanese and Cliadian government 
troops in a battle last week, a rebel leader said here Sunday. A rebel 
leader told AFP in Kampala that die soldiers had been captured during 
fighting for the control of the town ofBusinga, 120 kilometers south of 
Gbadolite. dose to the border with die Central African Republic. “Wte 
fought Sudanese in Businga and we captured some of diem. I don’t have 
the exact humber, as we have currently transferred them for interview. 
V\fe will see what we will do next with them," Movement for the 
Liberation of Congo (MLC) rebel leader Jean Pierre Bemba told AFP 
Sunday. Ugandan security officials in toudi with the region confirmed 
tlrat some Sudanese prisoners had been taken in the fighting. 
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Kuwait s crown PRINCE NEWSPAPER* ARAFAT GUILES OUT 
HOLDS TALKS IN SAUDI ARABl NE WDKMPtK. AKAI-AT KWWH 

RIYADH (AFP) — Kuwait’s Defense Minister Prince Sultan people .nut held rh.> fir.mii u , hiCLAilNfi PALESTINIAN STATE ON MAY 


RIYADH (AFP) — Kuwait’s 
Crown Prince Saad Al Abdullah 
Al Sabah held talks with his 
Saudi counterpart Prince Saud 
Ben Abdul Aziz here Sunday 
on Iraq's threats against its 
Gulf neighbors, a source close 
to the talks said. 

The official news agency 
SPA said the talks covered "lat- 
est developments in the Gulf 
and the Arab world." Saudi 


Defense Minister Prince Sultan 
Beil Ahdul Aziz and Foreign 
Minister Prince Santl Al Faisal 
also took part in the meeting. 

They discussed Iraq's 
threats against Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait and “I lie tension 
caused by Iraqi lurces in the 
exclusion zones,” the source 
close to the talks said. 

"Tlie two parlies underlined 
their solidarity with the Iraqi 


people .uul held the (| r aqi| 
icgiine fully responsible for 
the sullei mgs ul its people." 
the source added. 

Sheikh Saad. who is ,iiso 
Kuwait's prime ministei, was 
accompanied by a high-rank- 
ing delegation including the 
ministers ol cabinet .illairs, 
justice, inteiior and finance. 

I he visit comes a week alter 
Iraqi President Saddam 


US GENERAL DISCUSSES IRXf 
THREAT WITH SAUDI OFFICIA 1 

m/A nd i a ni r. . II. . ■■ I. ' . ... ' 


RIYADH (AP) — Gen. Henry H. Shelton, 
chairman of the US joint chiefs of staff; dis- 
cussed Iraqi threats to its neighbors with 
senior Saudi officials Sunday on the first 
stop of a Gulf tour, officials said. 

Shelton’s talks with Saudi Defense Minister 
Prince Sultan focused on the raised ten- 
sions in the Gulf following Iraqi threats 
against Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Turkey 
earlier this month, Saudi foreign ministry 
officials said. 

Also present in that meeting was 
Shelton's Saudi counterpart, Saleh Ben Ali 
Al Mehya, said the officials, speaking on 
customary condition of anonymity. 


Iraq has challenged allied forces in lire 
“no-fly" zones almost daily since December 
and has threatened to attack Turkey. Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia if the flights continue. 

Since after the 1991 Cull War. US and 
British planes have barred Iraqi flights over 
northern and southern Iraq to protect ichel 
Kurdish and Shiite Muslim groups. The 
allied planes enforcing the "im-lly" zones 
are stationed in Turkey, Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait. 

Allied warplanes, accusing Iraq of violat- 
ing the zones, have bombed Iraqi sites 
almost daily. 

Shelton's itinerary includes a visit tn US 


. warned UE% W 

We ,nr Snudi Arabia that I**' ^ 

,l, °l ,ltf " We of attacking thtj/ HAMBURG, Germany (AP) — 
used by US and Palestinian President Yasser 
is also planes enforcing jy - Arafat has ruled out unilateral- 
ei. was zone over southeratv: ly declaring a Palestinian state 
, I wank- The air patrols W on May 4, the end of the five- 
"S |I,L ’ December trigger^' year autonomy period spelled 

•illaiis, dashes in whfchUjJ out in the Oslo peace accord, a 

■ince. have targeted fol newspaper reported Sunday. 

■k alter defenses and otheJ • Asked if he planned to 
addani tions. jv declare a state on that day by 

Welt am Sonntag, Arafat 

rpM m'wk A £i w quoted as saying: “We will 
I KAO .''consult about the coming 
'developments with all friendly 
F^EEI#I ■ | ( countries - the Arab world, the 
fa# I" ■ I V I A Li members of the European 
• Union, the United States, 
uoops at the Prince Sultan Air for japan and Israeli forces that 
middle of the Saudi desert. f believe In this state." 

Some 5,000 US troops are sot-,-' Pressed again, he said: “The 


US military bases in Saudi Arab* . world community has by novV 


His Gulf tour also includes vime; understood that the declaring 


.Hid Oman. 


of a Palestinian state is 


Several senior US officials tans necessity for Mideast peace, 
key r.nll Arab leaders since la r: But as I said, we are consulting 


when IJS President Bill CintOQin with all friendly lands about 
Washington would aid Iraqj qp the future developments." 


groups in toppling Presides':. 
I lussein. 


Arafat has said he would 
declare independence on May 


US ollicials have tried to dnn 4, but has come under grow- 


pim in ihe region for that pint 
Arab leaders have responded root 


TRIAL OF LEADING BAHRAINI 
OPPOSITION FIGURE POSTPONE 


MANAMA (AFP) — The trial of Bahrain's lending 
Shiite opposition figure Slieikli Abdul Amir Al 
Janiri on chaiges of masterminding violent 
unrest opened on Sunday, a legal source said. 

’The trial opened before the slate security 
court, in thejaw region,” In the south of Bahrain, 
the source said. Present were Janirfs two 
lawyers, his wife and four children. 

Tlie hearing ended without a date being sot 
fora resumption. 

Janifi, 62, feces diarges of pitying a leading 
role in antigovemment unrest wiiidi lus rocked 
the country periodically since 1994, leaving at 
least 38 people dead. 

He is one ofeight Sliiite Muslim leaders anest- 


ed in Jan. 1996, nixl held wit lx nit lUngt* since 
then. 


Tlie London-based Bahrain I jlxf.it inn 
Movement said iiiasialemeiil imwdliyAll'in 
Dulxii dial "Sheikh Al Janiri hits lxm It nil tied 
during his cletentiun, in iwitiuib Iasi Man 1 1 and 
April," 

The mnvemenl cnmplaiiuxl dial Ihe govern- 
ment find ignored all appeals • iiu hiding one 
Instil Amnesty Intemnlional - lie his release. 

In a si.iiement ivoiwed liy AIT, Ikiliraini Sliiiie 
leiRler Slieikh Issa AIuiukI (jassein, wIri lives in 
exile in Iran, called forgnvemmem aiul leligious 
figures in Md a "pwnvTul dialogue." 

Ai miller appeal In favor ul Al famii w;n 


laundied liy 10 activists, nwaofitai' 
who sent n letter to tlie emir, SriH 
.Salm.Ni Al Klialila, a copy of 
lay AI T! 

They tailed nil the emir to 
lor the leestnblidiment of pabs- 
lelease of ixililical prisonasand^^ 
exiles. 

"Tlie inipk’iiieiitatioii rfihesedst • 
lead to notional roconefliation and * 8 
linn nf security and stabffiiy b ^ rJ, i 
lersaid. . 

The l.ugely Shiite oppoMw^. 


ing pressure from the United 
States and Europe to drop the 
plan. Israel holds elections on 
May 17, and a unilateral move 
by Arafat would boost the re- 
election chances of Israel's 
hard-line Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. 

The newspaper said Arafat 
stressed that the Palestinians 
would have “the right to found 
an independent state" after 
May 4, adding that 
Palestinians could not accept 
"the political vacuum that 
would be created" after the 
Oslo accords expire. 

Arafat was to arrive in 
Germany Sunday night, today 
he is scheduled to meet with 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder. 

Arafat expressed gratitude 



N^rwa^ Prim. Mlnhlor K|.H Mag.. President Yeuer Arofel .mil. I. ph. 

toarctnhers before the Marl ol thulr mooting in Gnxa Yesterday. 

8 o„d re,«Lo..sl.ip with many ^ > h “ ^ 


ipation in the construction of 
the Gaza airport. 

Arafat said he knows 
German Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder well and he has a 


of the ministers in the Social 
Democrat government. 

In GAZA. Palestinian 
National Authority (PNAI 
Planning Minister Nabil Shaath 


European position toward 
declaring a Palestinian state in 
the West Bank and Gaza on 
May 4 is positive. 

Speaking to reporters after 


the weekly meeting of the PNA 
cabinet chaired by Arafat, 
Shaath said that May 4 is an 
important day in the history of 
the Palestinian people, where 
many countries in Europe and 


the Arab world showed "an 
encouraging supportive posi- 
tion towards declaring our 
state." 

However, Shaath said that 
the American position needs 
to work more in order to show 
more support to the side of 
the Palestinian people to gain 
sovereignty on their own terri- 
tory. 

"We are moving in two 
directions, one is to break the 
ice in the peace process, and 
the other is to prepare for the 
day nf declaration on May 4," 
Shaath said, “Our movement 
will continue to end the suffer- 
ing of our people imposed on 
them by Israel." 

Palestinians said that Arafat 
leads a campaign of visiting 
Arab and European countries 
in a bid tn earn their lenders’ 
support to declaring a state, 
and on the other hand to urge 
Israel to implement the latest 
signed agreement in Wye 
River. 

Arafat met in Gaza on 
Sunday with the Norwegian 
prime minister kjell Magne. 

Meanwhile, the I’NA cabinet 
had discussed the issue of 
arresting the Kurdish leader 
Abdullah Ocalan by Turkey, 
and tli.u the Palestinians are 
extremely concerned about 
the subject. 

"The issue of arresting 
Ocalan will not solve llie 
Kurdish problem," Ereknt said. 
"The Palestinian Authority 
hope that a political solution 
will be sought for this prob- 
lem.” 
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TUNIS (R) — Libya said on Sunday it was 
having a good laugh at suggestions that 
Its government iniglit'be undermined by 
prosecutors' questions and arguments if 
two suspects face trial for the 1988 
Lockerbie airliner bombing. 

"The diplomatic editor of the Libyan 
news agency JANA laughed at those media 
that still believe that Libya has a regime 
similar to that of other societies," JANA 


“The Libyan popular system is stronger 
than any system in the world, and there- 
fore cannot be weakened and doesn'r 
need ally protection whatever," it added. 

The agency, monitored in Tunis, was 
commenting on reports that UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan sent a letter to Libya 
on Wednesday with clarifications over the 


arrangements lor a trial ot two Libyan sus- 
pects by a Scottish com I sitting in the 
Netherlands . 

Diplomats at the UN told Ki-ulers Annan 
was proposing that Scottish prosecutors 
should not aticmpt to undermine the 
Libyan government, adding the trial 
would still need to delve into the motives 
behind the bombing which destroyed a 
Pan Am airliner over Lockerbie Scotland 
and killed 270 people. 

The JANA dispatch was the first public 
Libyan comment on Lockerbie since 
Annan's letter was sent to Tripoli as a 
result of mediation efforts by South 
African and Saudi envoys. 

On Friday, a Libyan envoy at the UN had . 
made some preliminary observations on; 
Annan's letter, ■ but it was not clear . 


demanding a icstoratfon of P*®* for German support of the 
solved in 197-5. Palestinian areas, especially in 

Wping with infrastructure 
' projects like the Gaza airport, 
said he Wou W like to see 


u „„nnn«jE-’ • u ,lc W0UIC * UKe to see 

whether Libya would anno -v more joint ventures between 

decision to extradite German, Palestinian and Israeli 


decision to • jg.-, raiesuman and Israeli 

of the Security Council rtf** V firms. 

tions on Friday. Arafat wil1 seel < to gain 

Sources said Ubya,whidi'^|i « r ^n economic support for 

p ecIS - * 4 . „ Ar f r “ p,edged that an i ' nde - 

■mpnscd in . Pal esC i n u„ state 
merely suspended, §j*ould guarantee the “peace, 

arrived in the Nethenan»*_ A; Jcurity and sta bj|j t y o{ - 


Israeli 1 ci^of^ 4azare th° tcT define ft^carn pa igif platform ^ nd 

17 elections because « rejects the definition of Isrsel ^ in ^ ^ ^ WQuld strive t0 - eradicatt the 

ns a Jewtsh <***■ ofthe !tate of Jewish-Zlonist nature of the state and Its racist laws." 

A P ar W whic J rejecl: , s ‘ he and cannol -- 1,-5 time for Israel to become a normal country for 

Israel as a Jewish state is breaking the law and can — . f . homeland for 


^sanction. Indndni^Weta- ““ 

to and from Libya: and *■ 6^ ^ The Palestinian leader said 

sonrewesoroilTP^^..^..'".^" 


.me runes Ol =h u, p. • i 

,, , , ta L and^Ef 0c,fll ' cultural, scientific eco- Arabic acronym. Bfllad, homes located within me uoraera or !»>« w..c, u« 

The United States ^ » c - bar ihe alliance, known Its Arabic aaonircm . ■ was created in , 94 a, now make up 18 

percerlt of the country’s total population of six mil- 

ground. '■ r - ^ ects * n the Palestinian n f l 1r . 


Israel as a Jewish state is breaking the law and cannot 
put forward candidates for election," said Michael 
Eitan, a minister without portfolio in Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's right-wing government. 

Eitan also attacked the alliance’s leader, outgoing 
member of parliament Azmi Blshara, for statements 
supporting the Lebanese Islamic militia Hizbollah, 
which is waging a war against Israel's occupation of • 
south Lebanon; • • . , . , , 

The minister said on Israel Radio that- he would 
demand that the stare Central Elections Commission 


all its citizens and not be defined as a homeland for 
all the world's Jews," Bishara said on Sunday, calling 
in particular for the abrogation of the Law of Return 
which gives all jews automatic Israeli citizenship. 

"We must change the image and ZlonisE character 
of Israel and take into account that more than a mil- 
lion Arabs live in this country," said Bishara, a philos- 
ophy professor at' Bir Zelt University on the West 
Bank. 

Arab Israelis, Palestinians who refused to nee their 
homes located within the borders of Israel when the 



had . lengefl uoya iw specmcall; 

on: -let tlie suspect? ^/|.t:^®^ rma n-Palestini 
ear ■ ground. r . in t 


specifically mentioned 
rman-Palestinian joint ven- 
projects in the Palestinian 


state of Israel a statJ of thi Jewish nation, negat- 
ing the democratic nature of the state and inciting 
racism " said Orly Adass, a spokeswoman for the elec- 
tion commission. 

The commission has banned two Arab parties for 
challenging the notion of Israel as a Jewish state: the 
Al Arde or Land Movement in 1965 and the 
Progressive Movement for Peace in T988, although 
the latter ruling was overturned by the supreme 
court. 

Bishara also outraged Eitan by speaking favorably 
Saturday about Hizbollah. whose fighters have killed 
scores oF Israeli troops in the Israeli-occupied buffer 
zone of south Lebanon over the past decade. 

He described hizbollah a? "a brave nationalist force 
which has taught Israel some lessons.” 

“hizbollah, a Muslim fundamentalist movement, 
has through Its fininness and sacrifices become a sym- 
bol In tlie modem Arab 'world for its battle against 
the Israeli occupation of south Lebanon," he said. . 

. Eitan called Blshara's remarks “an intolerable apol- 
ogy for Hizbollah, which is a terrorist organization 
and our number one enemy." ;. r 
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SEVERAL IRAQIES WOUNDED 
IN A US LED AIR ATTACK 


' n ' ^ I 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Several Iraqis were 
wounded as US-led warplanes attacked 
anti-aircraft positions in southern Iraq on 
Sunday, an Iraqi. military spokesman said. 

The spokesman, quoted by the official 
news agency INA, did not give a precise 
casualty toll or specify if the injured were 
soldiers or civilians. 

"Our air defenses responded against the 
crows which attacked our sites and wound- 
ed several citizens." he said. 

In earlier action. Iraq said its anti-aircraft 
fire hit an "enemy" warplane over the 
southern "no-fly" zone on Sunday, but the 
Unired States and Britain denied any such 
incident had taken place. 

"Iraqi anti-aircraft batteries fired at 


enemy formations and according to certain 
indications an enemy plane was hit by anti- 
aircraft fire,” the Iraqi military said. 

But at US Central Command in Tninpa, 
Florida, a spokesman told AFP. “That is an 
inaccurate report.” 

All Britfsh-US aircraft patrolling the 
northern and southern no-fly zones on 
Sunday had returned to their bases. “The 
flights were uneventful." said Michael 
Byers, a Pentagon spokesman. 

And the British defence ministry said, 
"We have had routine patrols by allied air- 
craft over the no-fly zone, but all returned 
safely." 

Baghdad has regularly claimed to have 
hit US or British warplanes since the 


December air war, but Washington or 
London has each time denied sustaining 
any damage. 

Before the attack on Iraq's air defenses, 
the Iraqi military said allied planes (lying 
from bases in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
already carried out 42 sorties over south- 
ern lraq on Sunday. 

The warplanes included carrier-based F- 
14s and F-I6s along with the land-based F- 
155 which were backed up by two radar 
planes, an AWACS and an E-2C, which 
stayed in Saudi airspace, it said. 

"Our brave air defenses forced the black 
crows to leave our airspace and return to 
their bases of evil in Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia.” 


ASSAD MEETS IRAQI FM 
IN DAMASCUS 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad met Iraq's foreign minister for 
talks on tension in the region Sunday, 
Assad's first meeting with an Iraqi official in 
Syria in a year. 

The minister. Mohammad Saeed Al 
Salihaf, delivered to Assad a verh.il message 
front Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, 
Syrian presidential spokesman Jibran 
Kourieh said. Fie did not disclose the let- 
ter's contents, and gave few details of the 
talks. 

Al Salihaf is touring Arab states to drum 
up support for Iraq over its standoff with 
the United States and Britain, which patrol 
“no-fly" zones in southern and northern 
Iraq. 

"We will continue to resist them," he 
said. 

Syria and Iraq long had strained rela- 


tions. but ties have warmed since 1997. 
The meeting was believed to be Assad's 
first with an Ifaqi official since February 
1998. 

A! Sahaf arrived Sunday in Beirut for 
talks with Lebanese officials, and was greet- 
ed at Beirut International Airport by 
Information Minister Anwar Al Khalil. 

Sahaf will start his official meetings 
today and is scheduled to deliver a written 
message from, Saddam Flussciu to his 
Lebanese counterpart Emile Lalioud. 

Lebanon has rejected a request by the 
United States not to receive Sahaf. 

The United States has formally asked 
Lebanon not to receive Sahaf because it 
could be seen as a sign of support for Iraq, 
a government source said recently. 

According to the source Lebanon relayed 
their rejection to David Hill, an advisor at 


the US embassy here, during a visit on 
Thursday to the foreign ministry in Beirur. 

Sahaf upon his arrival said that "the US 
request did not surprise us because that is 
the way the Americans work usually to con- 
front any possible Arab unity with Iraq.” 

Iraq's foreign minister on Sunday con- 
demned the “abominable" assassination of 
top Iraqi Shiite cleric Ayatollah Muhammad 
Sadck A) Sadr. 

“It is an abominable crime, which has 
shattered the Iraqi authorities and people, 
for the deceased was a greatly loved figure 
in our country,” Mohammad Said Al Salihaf 
told journalists on his arrival here. 

Sadr and his two sons were killed Friday 
night in the holy city of Najaf, leading to a 
wave of rioting in Iraq which opposition 
groups said was brutally suppressed by 
Iraqi security forces. 
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KUWAITI JETS " 
SCRAMBLED TO ABOfi? 
IRAQI AIR INCURSION 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Kuwait’s defence minister said fel- 
rate’s dirfoice had scrambled two of its F-18 warplanes to aJ 1 
air incurs inn by an Iraqi warplane last week, newspapers^; 

Sheikh Salem Sabah Al Sabah said an Iraqi plane had 1 
the 33rd parallel south of Iraq.” ,r ‘: 

"We believed it was heading towards Kuwait, so Kuwaiti *- 
planes took nlTto confront it, and when the Iraqi pilot sawthe" 
he retreated." r 

A defence ministry spokesman told AFP that Kuwaiti wank 
never left their airspace and the incident occurred during rouiv 
daily air patrols. 

"We monitor our own airspace. The no-fly zone, howe\«.' 
something critical to us, and we carry out very detailed ohser, 
tion of that part of Iraq as well,” he said. 

“The Iraqi jet was in the no-fly zone and heading south. Web/- 
jets on standby, ready to face any aggression," the spotor- 
said. ; 

Iraqi President Saddam Hussein leveled threats at Kuwjiiii 
Saudi Arabia last Sunday, saying he was capable of atrackingtF..;; 
air bases used by US and British warplanes enforcing a ‘no-f: 
zone over southern Iraq. 

The air patrols have since December triggered several daste;- 
which US warplanes have targeted Iraq's air defenses and «l. ; 
installations. 

Saddam said tile threats were a "warning 10 leaders ink! 
Arabia and Kuwait that they are unmistakably implicated aft. 
hateful war" against Iraq. ■ 

UAE AMBASSADOR'S 
CAR ATTACKED 
AT PAKISTAN SUMMIT 

ABU DHARI (AFP) — Protested attacked the car of the !£■■ 
Arab Emirates (UAE) ambassador in Pakistan en route toa i 
for the Indian and Pakistani preinieis in Lahore, the UAE's olf. 
news agency said Sunday. 

Ambassador Mohammad Aliq al-Qamzi told the WAM a*-'-'- 
that his car and those oi other diplomats were dama^'- 
demonstrators ahead of a dinner Pakistan Prime Minister ta- 
Sliarif held in honor of his visiting Indian counterpart Atai k'- 
Vajpayee. 

Tile ambassador said that his car was forced to change routes- 
attend the dinner. 

Vajpayee was making the first trip by an Indian prime « rJ 
to Pakistan in 10 years and the two premiers on Sunday isbiki 
joint declaration pledging to take steps to resolve all 
between their rival nations. .. 
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anouncement of al-sadr death 

WAS DELAYED FOR TWO DAYS 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Unidentified 
assailants killed Iraqi Shiites' 
most senior cleric and two of 
his sons, the otTicial Iraqi news 
jgency reported Saturday. 

•'Grand Ayarollah Mohammad 
Sadiq Al Sadr was target of a 
vicious aggression" on 
Thursday. INA said. "The inci- 
dent led to bis martyrdom and 
Iris mo sons," it added. 

Following the report of the 
attack, angry Shiites dashed 
with police In a central Baghdad 
mosque Saturday. Cable News 
NeMorksaicl. It reported “over- 
whelming” security in the area 
and said ambulances were seen 
taking away the wounded. 

The government did not 
comment on the report, and 
did not immediately grant per- 
mission to reporters to go out 
and check the report. 
Journalists in Iraq are required 
to be escorted by information 
ministry officials all the time. 

INA said "specialized authori- 
ties have apprehended some of 
the assailants and are still chas- 
ing the rest of the criminals." It 
did not elaborate. 

State ran television and radio 
interrupted their programs to 
announce Al Sadr's death. It 
was not clear what the motive 
was or who could be the 
assailants. 

It is not known why authori- 
ties delayed announcing his 
death For two days. INA also did 
not say where the attack on Al 
Sadr took place. 


Al Sadr was seen to be close 
to the Iraqi government, which 
appointed him the grand aya- 
tollah to replace rite late Abul 
Qassim Al Khoei in 1992 
despite the popularity of anoth- 
er cleric. Ali Sustani. 

But his relations with the 
government began to sour after 
he issued an edict about six 
months ago calling on the 
Shiites to attend weekly Friday 
prayers in mosques. The secu- 
lar government disapproved of 
big crowds. 

His edict, or fatwa, was seen 
as an attempt to distance him- 
seir from the government and 
establish himself as an indepen- 
dent leader. 

Despite his controversial 
background. Al Sadr’s word on 
religious issues was highly 
respected among Shiites who 
comprise about 65 percent of 
Iraq's 22 million people. The 
ruling elite, however, is almost 
entirely made up of the minori- 
ly Sunni Muslims. 

Al Sadr bad written a seven- 
volume treatise titled “Beyond 
Siq.” or “Beyond Islamic 
Sharia." which explains his 
interpretation of Islam. 

The first sign that something 
was wrong came when the 
state-run television failed to 
broadcast Al Sadr's regular ser- 
mon on Friday. 

Al Sadr was a native of the 
southern Shiite dominated 
town of Najaf where tens of 
thousands used to attend his 
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Armed Pro-lrait shiite guerilles in the south Iraq in 1991. 


sermons on Fridays. He also 
drew huge crowds when he vis- 
ited Kerbala and Kufa. which 
are also big Shiite towns. 

Several Shiite clergymen 
have been killed in mysterious 
ways in Iraq in recent years. 
The government has blamed 


the murders oil foreign coun- 
tries. 

Last Julie, ail Iranian cleric, 
Ayatollah Mirza Ali Gliaravi . was 
shot to death as he was being 
driven home in Najaf. In April, 
another Iranian cleric based in 
Najaf. Ayatollah Murtadha Ali 


Mohammad Ibrahim Borujertli, 
was shot dead in the city. 

Another religious leader was 
injured and three people 
wounded, also in the city of 
Najaf in January. 

Al Sadr was the cousin of 
Ayatollah Mohammad Baqir Al 


PhoVos (Fifes) 


I -add el who was executed by 
President Saddam Hussein's 
government in April 1990 along 
with his wile. They had been 
accused of masterminding the 
Islamic movement in Iraq after 
the 1979 revolution in the pre- 
dominantly Shiite Iran. 


THOUSANDS OF IRAQI KURDS PROTEST 
OCALAN CAPTURE IN TURKEY 


HOSS ASKS MUBARAK FOR HELP AFTER 
ISRAEL SEIZES LEBANESE TOWN 


SULAIMANIYA, Iraq (AP) — About 4,000 
Iraqi Kurds marched to rhe United Nations 
office in this northern Iraq city Sunday to 
protest the capture by Turkey of guerrilla 
leader Abdullah Ocalan. 

Hundreds of soldiers armed with auto- 
matic rifles stopped the protesters about 
250 meters from the UN building. The 
demonstrators chanted slogans in support 
of Ocalan, the llirkish Kurd leader who was 
spirited away last week from the Greek 
Embassy in Nairobi, Kenya by Turkish 
agents. • 

The circumstances of .Ocalan’s arrest 
have fueled speculation among Kurds that 
Hirkey obtained help . from Greece, the 
United States and Israel. 

Unable to reach the .UN office, the 
Kurdish protesters burned Turkish, Greek, 
American and Israeli flags. At one point 
they also hurled sfones for a feyv minutes 
but caused np damage .or .injuries. 

"Down down, .USA," the demonstrators' 
chanted.. , • • ’ 

After aboyt’ two hours, the protesters 
then marched to the Turkish .consulate In 


the city where, unconfirmed reports said, £ 
guards fired a few rounds in the air to scare | 
the crowd. There were no reports of 1 
Injuries. 1 

Similar protests have been staged 
throughout Europe where a large Kurdish 
Diaspora lives and in countries with large 
Kurdish populations. 

About 3.2 million Kurds live in northern • 
Iraq, which is governed as an autonomous, 
region by former Kurdish guerrilla groups 
that fought the Iraqi government from 
1974 until 1991. 

While Ocalan's Kurdish Labor Party 
fought to carve out an independent 
Kurdish nation out of Turkey, the Iraqi 
Kurds have no separatist ambitions. The 
Kurdish parties' stated goal is fo achieve an 
autonomous rule for Kurdish dominated 
areas of the north and to replace Saddam 
Flussein's regime with democratic rule. 

Still, Ocalan enjoys a hero's status in 
Iraqi, Kurdish areas because his campaign 
Has' brought t;p international limelight the 
problems oP the Kurdish nation. : ' ■ 
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CAIRO (DPA) — Lebanese 
Prime Minister Salim Al Hoss 
asked Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak to help to put pres- 
sure on Israel to withdraw from 
a s °uthern Lebanese village it 
! seized earlier this week. 

■; s PMking to reporters after 
f meeting Mubarak in Cairo, 
i: Hoss said Egypt, which signed 

• !oK aCe treaty [ srael in 
, 1979. supported Lebanon’s and 
* r, ? s ^t to repossess their 
\ ■ e ™ QI y occupied by Israel, 
f" Ho ? s said Israel always tried 
i- °.g ,ve international’ public 
£ „ Op,nion the impression that it 
I! Was L read y ‘o withdraw from 
£■ Lebanon, but the reality 

i; Wds me opposite. 

I' J ari . ,er L this week. Israel 
; v cd t e southern Lebanese 
' 2° f rnoun ^ expand its 
declared 

i J" acl * “P f he zone in 
> and later expanded it 


after its invasion of Lebanon in 
1982 with the declared inten- 
tion of protecting its northern 
settlements from cross-border 
attacks. 

Israeli soldiers and allied 
militiamen entered Amoun late 
on Wednesday and erected a 
barbed-wire fence around the 
village to prevent people from 
leaving or entering without 
Israeli permission. 

“Israel is misleading the 
world by talking about its 
intention to withdraw from 
Lebanon... which has become a 
card in the Israeli elections," 
Hoss said, adding that the 21- 
year-old United Nations resolu- 
tion 425 was dear about the 
necessity of an unconditional 
Israeli withdrawal back to the 
International borders with 
. Lebanon. 

the Lebanese prime mlnjs- 
ter, who arrived in Cairo 
Saturday on his first official 


visit to Egypt since taking 
office late last year, said that 
Lebanon was committed to the 
Middle East peace process. 

But as a small country 
deceived, he said, by Israel 
with a short-lived peace treaty 
in 1983, Lebanon would only 
negotiate a final settlement in 
coordination with Syria. 

Hoss said the peace treaty 
which Beirut had signed under 
pressure with Israel, following 
the latter’s invasion of 
Lebanon, was full of articles 
that undermined the sover- 
eignty of Lebanon. "We are not 
ready to go back to such an 
experience,” Hoss added. 

. '‘By linking the Lebanese and 

Syrian tracks we feel strong in 
our negotiation with Israel, but 
if we’re on bur own we feel vul- 
nerable'” Hoss said, defending 
Lebanon's position ' in the 
peace talks which many crlti- 
cize ps being too closely tied to 


Syria’s. 

Hoss said Lebanon did not 
expect any progress in the 
peace process before the 


Israeli elections in May. 

During his three-day visit, 
Hoss will also have talks with 
his Egyptian counterpart 


Kamal Al Ganzouri to discuss 
bilateral relations, mainly deal- 
ing with economic and trade 
relations. 
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Egyptian President Hosui Mubarak (L) meets Lebanese Prime Minister 


lim Hoss in Cairo on Sunday 
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US FAILS TO CONVINCE SERlT 
ON NATO PEACEKEEPING FORCE 


PRISTINA (AGENCIES) — US Secretary of State 
Madeleine- Albright said Sunday that she had 
failed to convince Serbian President Milan 
Milutonovic during an hour-long meeting that an 
agreement on Kosovo should be guaranteed by a 
NATO peacekeeping force. 

As diplomatic efforts continued in Rambouillet 
near Paris to reach an accord on Kosovo after 
international mediators extended a deadline to 
Serbs and ethnic Albanians. Albright said that the 
Serbian side was stiil refusing to discuss the 
deployment of North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
forces in its troubled province. 

At the same time, in an interview with the U.S. 
Cable News Network (CNN), Albright sought to 
dear up the “misunderstanding 1 ' that failure to 
read) an agreement would automatically lead to 
NATO air strikes against Serbian targets. 

This would not be the case if the ethnic 
Albanian side in Kosova also refused to accept an 
accord. In that case, negotiations would contin- 
ue. 

“We have never said that there would be 
bombing of the Serbs if there was a no answer 
also from die Albanians,' 1 Albright stated. 

She stressed that there could be no agreement 
without acceptance of a peacekeeping force. 

“Haifa deal is no deal. The U.S. position is that 
it has to be a NATO-led force. That is the basis for 
our participation in it," said Albright, who spent 
almost three hours talking to the Kosovar 
Albanian delegation at Rambouillet on Sunday. 

The Albanian delegation in Rambouillet will 
insist on a referendum on Kosovo's indepen- 
dence, Xhemail Mustafa, spokesman for Albanian 
leader Ibrahim Rugova, said in Pristina on Sunday. 

"The (Albanian) Kosovo delegation insists on a 
referendum which would lead to independence at 
the end of the three-year interim period," 
Mustafa told the Albanian information center 
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US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and Italian Foreign Minister Lamberlo Dial 
confer during a press conference of the Contact Group following talks with both parties 
of the conflict in Kosovo in Rambouillet. 


(KIC) in Pristina. 

The Albanian side also “insists on the deploy- 
ment of NATO troops in the province", which in 
its view is “the only guarantee for the application 
of a potential agreement". 

These two Albanian demands, a referendum on 
independence and the deployment of NATO 
troops in Kosovo, have been rejected by 
Belgrade. 

Serbia's president, Milan Milutinovic, said lie 
would reject “any kind of foreign troops in the 
province of Kosovo and called this his govern- 
ment's “Final stand," the state-mn Tanjug news 


agency said Sunday, 

Also Sunday, Yugoslav government-controlled 
media presented the decision to extend the dead- 
line for a Kosovo peace settlement as a triumph 
for Yugoslavia. 

"Discord in the Conrnct Group," said the head- 
line in the state-controlled newspaper Politika, 
referring to the United States and five European 
powers conducting the conference in 
Rambouillet, France. 

Milutinovic told Russian reporters at Kosovo 
peace talks in Rambouillet, that “our delegation 
will not in any form agree Lo the deployment of 


any kind of foreign troops on the term**. 
Yugoslavia," including Kosovo. Tanjug nmi' 
"That is our final stand," Milutinovic added ^ 
predicted rile talks, now extended until 
at 14nu GMT. “will lead to the conclusion efi' 
political agreement, but 1 am not sure itwiBberi 
with other aspects." 

Milutinovic praised Russia's role at the & 
talks, saying Moscow had supported Soft- 
position against foreign troops. “That helped: 
avoid serious consequences," he added, preac 
ably referring to NATO airstrikes. 

Russia Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov 
coined Sunday the extension of the deadimez 1 
the Kosovo peace talks and urged the Serb v.. 
ethnic Albanians to push towards a final ajfci 
inent, news agencies reported. •' 

“It is essential to develop this progress, tod. 
everything to gel to a full agreement" seitlinjiV 
conflict in the province, Primakov was quoted i 
saying by ITAR-TASS news agency as he armedr 
Saint Petersburg for meetings on Sunday. 

“There is nil extension iof the talks), therti 
progress, they have virtually agreed on all rtfs 
questions," Primakov said. 

Russia lias consistently opposed then*; 

I ni ce in seeking a resolution to the conflict, lib 
insisted that a NATO force could anh ?. 
deployed in Kosovo with the permission <Jf; 
Belgrade authorities and approval from fe l' 
Security Council, a position Primakov oiiili.; 
Saturday in a telephone conversation with Int.‘ 
counterpart Tony Blair. The peace plan prep, 
hy the Contact Group grants the southern Ur.: 
province wide autonomy, calls for most Sri. 
security forces lu withdraw from the region.; - : 
the disarming of ethnic Albanian rebels fcn 
keeps the province within Yugoslav borders. - 1 - 
annex to the plan provides for the NATOtWv 
including 4,000 Americans. 


BAD WEATHER 
SWEEPS EUROPE 


VIENNA (AFP) — Thousands of holiday-makers were trapped 
Sunday in ski resorts in Austria, relying on military airlifts of food, 
as heavy snow and rain caused disruptions and threatened flood- 
ing across Europe. 

Some 13,000 tourists were blocked by the risk of avalanches in 
the Paznaun Valley in Austria's Vorarlberg area, with food being 
flown in to hotels in military helicopters.Severai hundred people, 
including the Dutch Queen Beatrix and Princess Caroline of 
Monaco, were evacuated by helicopter from their holiday homes 
in the Austrian mountains. 

The country's major east-west railway was still closed Sunday 
amid avalanche warnings. 

In Italy, Alpine resorts warned skiers not to venture off-piste as 
higher temperatures threatened avalanches. 

Three men who have been missing in the French mountains of 
Savoie for five days managed to use a mobile phone to contact res- 
cue services, who expected to reach the hikers later Sunday 

Melting snow and heavy rain also led to sections of the swollen 
Rhine river being closed to shipping in Switzerland and France. 

In the eastern French city of Strasbourg, police said they had 
found the body ofa woman who drowned Saturday In a small river 
transformed by melting snow into a raging torrent. 

In east-central Bourg-en-Bresse, an 89-year-old man was 
drowned when he Ignored detour signs and a barricade across a 
road and his car was swept away by flood waters. 

Heavy rain also continued in Belgium, where floods threatened 
the area around Liege In the northeast. In eastern Europe, a cold 
snap caused snow storms In southern Russia, across the Caucasus 
region and into Georgia, sprinkling the Black Sea resort of Sochi 
with Its first snow In two years. 

Meanwhile, in Sarajevo a nine-year- old girl was left in a coiria 
after being hit. by a block of It* which slid off the roof of her 
house.' »v - • e • ' •• ■ - • 


FARMERS' PROTEST BEGINS 
CRUCIAL EU TALKS 


BRUSSELS (AP) — Security forces on Sunday 
were preparing for a massive fanners demon- 
stration expected to mark the start of week- 
long negotiations on reforming the European 
Union's costly agricultural policy. 

Hundreds of farmer's, some bringing trac- 
tors and even cows, were already closing in 
on Brussels on Sunday and were expected to 
be joined. for Monday's march by about 
30,000 others from across the 15 EU nations. 

Police cordoned oft a wide perimeter 
around EU headquarters, where the 1 5 agri- 
culture ministers were to hold a marathon 
meeting on how to cut guaranteed farm 


prices by as much as 30 percent. 

Fnmi demonstrations have been held in 
France for several weeks, while over l lie 
weekend thousands or farmers man. lied 
through the S|xinisli capital of Madrid to 
protest likely ails in farm subsidies. 

Hie form ministers 1 meeting was expected 
to continue through much or the week. On 
Friday, the EU government leaders planned lo 
meet near Bonn, Germany, lo assess wlmt 
progress has been made lo cut the Ell hudgot 
to make room for new members during the 
next five years. The farm budget and oilier 
subsidy programs, which take up inosf ol die 


Ell's 85 billiun-eui© (dlrs I0Q million) 
budget, will have to be trimmed to ** . 
many as 10 east European nations to** 
Eli. "They want to make the 6*™® 

this expansion, but farmers camwtdo^ , 

their own." said Belgian farm •! 

Noel Dcvisch. Setting budgetary . 

through 2006, the farm ; 

at least Freeze spending ; 

ceiling of 40.5 billion euros 
but cuts could well go 
organizations predict in ^ e l . ^ i - 
15 percent In a sector which is a W * 


n how to cut guaranteed farm subsidy programs, which take up inosf of die av erage inco me in the El 1 - _ 

CENTRE-LEFT PARTY ON COURSE 
FOR NIGERIAN ELECTION WIN 



-LAGOS (AFP) — The centre-left 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), 
was on course Sunday to win 
Nigeria's parliamentary elections 
and lead the country into civilian 
rale, according to early results gath- 
ered by AFP here. 

With results in for 33 of the 109- 
seac senate, the PDP, Milch is field- 
ing former military njler Olusegun 
Obasanjo: hi presidential elections 
due next weekend; had Won 24 


sears, electoral officials said. The 
right-wing All Peoples Party (APP) 
had won five seat and the south- 
west-based Alliance for Democracy 
(AD) had picked up four, the officials 
said. In elections for the 360-seat 
House of Assembly, the PDP had up 
43 seats, against tliree for the APP 
and one for the AD, The pariiamen- . 
fary polls, the third elections in 
Nigeria in under 10 .weeks, took 
place peacefully Saturday, - marked 


only by a sharply lower turnout than was elect 
in previous voces, a fact observers APP whh 
blamed on voter fatigue. Among the party ? “ 
notable results, Lola Abiola-Edewoi? mer 
daughter of Moshood Abiola, die Nations, 1 
presumed winner or 1993 presiden- f . 

dal elections cancelled by die mili- Nigeria s 
taiy, won a seat In the House of. parries. 
Representatives for the AD In Lagos. • Decempe 
In lino State, in the southeast;. ; January. a 


- Nigeria's 
C parties ^ 


rtions in In lino State, in the southeast;.; 

ks, took Arthur Nzeribe, a . noted supporter preside^ 8 ■ J- 

■ marked ' of late dictator General Sani Abacha, .27, -7.. * -j: ; 
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'FRENCH NUCLEAR 
TESTS NOT SAFE' 


WELLINGTON (AFP) - A French study 
reporting serious radioactive leakage at the 
former French nuclear test sites of Mururoa 
and Fangataufa atolls in the South Pacific 
vindicates Greenpeace's opposition to the 
tests. Greenpeace New Zealand said 
Sunday. 

The new report by the French 
Independent Research and Information 
Commission on Radioactivity (CRil-RAD) 
said radiation was leaking into under- 
ground water, lagoons and the ocean. 

It also highlighted flaws in a study last 
year which said radiation levels were near- 
ly undetectable, Greenpeace spokesman 


Michael Szabo said in a statement. 

The 1998 study was by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), which Szabo 
said “played a significant role in the cover- 
up of the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear disaster". 

The 2000-page IAEA report said the tests 
had “no radiological health effects" and lit- 
tle significant environmental impact on the 
Fangataufa and Mururoa atolls. 

But the CRII-RAD report said radloactivi- 
- ty was 94 and 371 times above the level 
required for the sites to be maintained 
under surveillance, adding that the radioac- 
tivity was leaking into the water table, 
lagoons and ocean. 


The CRII-RAD' s experts published scenar- 
ios based on plutonium contamination of 
the atolls' northern zones, warning that a 
danger existed of involuntary ingestion of 
contaminated soil, by children playing in 
sand for example, or of breathing micro- 
scopic particles. 

The French government has responded 
to the new report by re-issuing the IAEA 
study. 

But Greenpeace said the new French 
study, led by Dr Michele Rivasi, reinforced 
the need for a comprehensive independent 
study of the sites. 


INDIA'S OIL RESERVES 
TO DRY UP IN 13 YEARS 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — India's oil 
reserves will dry up in 13 years, 
a government document 
warned here on Sunday. 

it said rite country would run 
mil of its reserves by 2012 
"even if only 30 percent of its 
demand is met through domes- 
tic production." 

The Ninth Plan (1997-2002) 
document released over the 
weekend said India's depen- 
dence on oil imports would rise 
by 10 percentage points to 70 
percent by the last year of the 
plan period. 

Oil imports would also soar 
by 40 percent to 488 billion 


rupees ( 1 1 billion dollars) dur- 
ing the same period. 

Domestic oil production is 
currently stuck at around 35 
million lonnes a year, whereas 
demand is 77 million tonnes 
and growing at seven percent a 
year. 

India lias nor had a major nil 
find in more than a decade and 
imported 3 1 .8 million tonnes of 
crude, or half the country's 
requirements, in the fiscal year 
ending March 31. 

In a bid to boost production, 
the government decided to 
open the petroleum sector last 
year to private sector invest- 


ment in exploration, produc- 
tion, refining and marketing. 

New Delhi says the sector 
will be completely deregulated 
by 2002. 

The document, a blueprint 
for economic growth prepared 
every live years, said “accelera- 
tion of exploration efforts espe- 
cially in deep offshore areas as 
also in the fomtier areas need- 
ed special attention.” 

it said the government 
should provide “fiscal and 
financial incentives" to private 
companies to attract invest- 
ment for exploration. 

“Exploratory activiiy should 


be given infrastructure status to 
attract necessary investments 
from butli public and private 
sector companies." the docu- 
ment said. 

India has so far invited eight 
rounds nf bids for block explo- 
ration since 1980. as well as 
one round offering small and 
medium oilfields for develop- 
ment ns joint venture opera- 
tions with Indian companies. 

But there has been undue 
delays in die awarding of con- 
tracts for oil exploration 
blocks .Contracts for some 
blocks oifered in 1993 have yet 
to be signed. 


IRAN REPORTS 
INSPECTION OF 
CHEMICAL SITES 

ItHRAN (Reuters) — A team of internation- 
al chemical weapons inspectors toured Iran's 
chemical sites last week to ensure it abided 
by its commitment not to produce such 
weapons, the official Iranian news agency 
plA reported on Sunday. The inspectors 
•ram the Organisation for the Prohibition of ; 
Chemical Weapons visited the unidentified 
sites to “verify the truth of the statements 
made by Iran on the nature of their opera- 
tions, it said. 


MALAYSIAN WOMEN 
ABUSING HUBBIES 

LUMPUR (AFP) — Increasing numbers 
1 Malaysian men who have been abused by 
eir wives are seeking formal help, it was 
ported here Sunday. Zaleha Ismail,' 
J'sas minister for National Unity and 
2? “"elopment. said her ministry had 
HncK-,4 n .il!? erous complaints" from abused 
Mims. The ministry has received numer- 
«!!*■> from husbands recently and 
S ' have looked into," Zaieha was 

quoted as saying by the Sunday Star newspa- 

brina ? re 50 man Y rases husbands 
^ toey ^0 not lodge reports 
sjL wives mainly because they are 

slw saW ra ^ W l ^ e ^ act 10 themselves," 


RUSSIAN FM RULES 
OUT PEACE TREATY 
WITH JAPAN 


TOKYO (AFP) — Russian Foreign Minister 
Igor Ivanov Sunday ruled out any chance of 
signing a peace treaty with Japan by their 
self-imposed deadline of 2000, Kyodo 
news agency reported. 

“It is not possible," Ivanov was quoted 
as saying by sources close to a meeting 
between the foreign minister and his 
Japanese counterpart Masahlko Komura in 
Tokyo. 

The Russian foreign minister arrived 
here Saturday to hold talks over four dis- 
puted islands, known as the southern 
Kurils in Russia and Northern Territories in 
Japan. 

The Islands, lying south of Sakhalin and 
north of Japan's Hokkaido Island, were 
occupied by the Soviet army in the final 
days of World War II. and Japan has 
demanded their return ever since. 

A Japanese foreign ministry official 
could not confirm Ivanov's comment on 
the deadline. 

• T would like to refrain from comment- 
ing on the details of the discussion hut I 
don’t remember such a remark” the. offi- 


cial told a briefing after the foreign minis- 
ters' meeting. 

"The Russian side discussed the (islands) 
issue from its own point of view and Japan 
pushed the discussion with Its own idea," 
he added. “The two discussed the matter 
energetically." 

At an informal Siberian summit in 
November 1997, Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin and then Japanese premier Ryutaro 
Hashimoto agreed to reach an accord and 
sign a peace treaty by 2000. 

During a stopover on Sakhalin on 
Saturday, Ivanov reasserted Russian sover- 
eignty over the Islands. 

"Any solution which would amount to a 
refusal of Russian sovereignty over the 
Southern Kuril islands is unacceptable" 
Ivanov said. 

The resolution must be “mutually 
acceptable, without prejudice to the sov- 
ereignty and territorial Integrity of the 

Russian Federation," he said. 

Aside from good. Intentions, little 
progress has been reported .from the 
closed-door negotiations on the Islands. 
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DAR ES SALAAM (AFPJ — Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
rebel leader Wamba dia Wamba has said that Belgium gives 
financial support to his Congolese Rally for Democracy (RCD), a 
newspaper reported here Sunday. 

Wamba told the privately-owned Sunday Observer that 
Belgium and several western countries, which he did not name, 
gave "massive" Financial support for what he called "a struggle 
for the restoration of democracy in the DRC." 

“We recently received 30 million Belgian francs to facilitate 
my struggle,” said Wamba. who was until last June a professor 
of history at the University of Dar es Salaam. 

The paper further quoted Wamba as having said that other 
sources of finance for his RCD rebels included proceeds from 
exports or gold, which is abundant in rebel-held areas, and is 
exported to Europe through Uganda. 

Bui at a press conference here on Wednesday, Wamba denied 
that his rebel party received any support from Angola's National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UN1TA) rebels. 
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MOSCOW (Al 1 ) — Visiting Finnish Prime .Minister Paavo 
Lipponen discussed Russian sewage dumping in the Baltic Sen 
during talks Sunday with Russian officials in St. Petersburg. .1 
news report said, lipponen .arrived Sunday morning in Russia's 
second-largest city on lire invitation ol Russian Prime Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov, who met his Finnish counterpart later 
Sunday. St. Pel or shut g Governor Vladimir Yakovlev greeted 
l.ipp< iiu-ii .it the airport and said the two were lo discuss envi- 
ronmental waste in the Bailie Sea. most of which comes from Si. 
I’elefslmig and the surrounding region. Tile city itsell dumps I 
million cubic meters uf unpurilied wasie into the sea daily. | 
Yakovlev was quoted by the ITAR-Tass news agency as saying. 
Yakovlev called for coordinated financing of cleanup work wilh 
oilier nations liiai border the sea. 

•'Tin* Baltic region can only lie saved by joint efforts." lie said. 
Lipponen s talks were also to focus on power engineering and 
1 he timber industry, and Finland's assumption of die European 
Union presidency in June. 




MOSCOW (AP) — A fire swept through a boarding school in 
Siberia on Sunday, killing at least three children, a news report 
said. 

The fire destroyed the second floor of the Five- story building 
in School No. 66 in Novokuznetsk, where the children bedrooms 
were located, the Interfax news agency repotted. 

Three children under 1 5 years old were killed and four were 
hospitalized. The other 92 children in the building were evacu- 
ated to a summer camp facility, Interfax cited local government | 
officials as saying. 

The cause of the fLre was unclear, though Interfax said pre- 
liminary investigations Indicated it was prompted by a short cir- 
cuit. 

Novokuznetsk is about 3,000 kilometers east of Moscow. 


SYDNEY (AFP) — A woman was killed on the way to her wedding 
in a weekend helicopter crash in which the pilot, believed to 
have been the groom's brother, also died, emergency services 
said here Sunday. 

The Bell 426 helicopter hit power lines and crashed on 
Saturday in a remote rural area about 30 kilometers. The pair 
was flying to a nearby property for the wedding where guests 
were waiting for the ceremony to begin. 

The bride, who was yet 10 be formally Identified on Sunday, 
was described as a 27-year-old Sydney woman, who was. wear- 
ing her white wedding gown at the time of the crash. 

The 33-year-old pilot was Identified as a Royal Australian Navy 
Sea King helicopter pilot with 817 Squadron based at HM^S 
Albatross near Nowra on the state's south coast. ; 
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2.7786 

0.5242 

0.6355 

5.2178 

5.1096 

0.5402 

6/802 

0.5772 

11.3305 

2.1375 

2.1835 

21.2763 

20.8358 

2.2029 

28/247 

23539 

24.4139 

4.6057 

4.7047 

45.8440 

44.8950 

4.7467 

56.9373 

6.0719 

50.8635 

9.5953 

9.8017 

95.5107 

93.5335 

9 . B 891 

118.6222 

10.6887 

2.2042 

0.4158 

0.4248 

4.1389 

4.0533 

0.4285 

5.1405 

0/679 

4.1127 

0.7769 

0.7925 

7.7228 

7.5629 

0.7908 

9.6915 

0.8544 

1.3774 

0.5063 

0.6171 

5.0393 

4.9349 

0.5218 

6.2586 

0/675 

17.3500 

3.2731 

3.3434 

32.6795 

31.9061 

3.3733 

40.4631 

3.6044 

2.1024 

0.3966 

0.4051 

3.9479 

3.8661 

0/088 

4.9032 

0/368 

1.2609 

0.2379 

0.2430 

2.3678 

2.3186 

0.2451 

2.9406 

_ 0,2811 
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1.0000 

0.6163 

1.7460 

1.4473 

6.6567 

1214000 

1.9672 

8.0220 

17.2860 

36.0113 

1.6605 

2,91.18 

1.9000 

12.2838 

1.4885 

0.8927 


1.6226 
1.0000 
2.8328 
24482 
9.6009 
196.9715 
’ 3.1919 
13.0157 
26.0450 
68.4284 
2.5320 
4.7244 
3.0828 
19.9304 
2.4151 
14484 


04727 

0.3530 

1.0000 

0.8289 

3.3539 

69,5317 

1.1287 

4.5948 

9.9000 

20.6265 

0.8938 

1.6877 

1.0882 

7.0355 

0.8525 

0.8113 


0.6909 

0.1708 

0.8237 

0/259 

0.1053 

0.5077 

1.2064 

0.2982 

. 1/382 

1.0000 

0.2472 

1.1922 

4.0460 

1.0000 

4.8235 

83/603 

20.7319 

1,0000 

1.3593 

0.3360 

1,6205 

5.5427 

1.3699 

6.6079 

11.9430 

2.9518 

14/381 

24.8617 

6.1498 

29.6634 

1.0782 

0.2665 

1.2865 

2.0119 

0/973 

2.3985 

1.3128 

0.3245 

1.5851 

8/874 

2.0977 

10.1184 

1.0266 

JbSttL . 

0/542 

1/261 

0.7353 


0.5063 
04133 
0.8875 
0.735 7 
2.9768 
81.7106 
1,0000 
4.0778 
8,7884 
1S!3054: 
0,7933 
14801 
0.9858 

6.2442- 

0.7566 
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ARAB INS GROUP 
ARAB INT.INS. 

AHIiI CCML. BANK 

A. B.C. 

bah insurance 

BANK BAH + KWT 
BAH CCML FALT 
BAH HOTEL 

B. DUTY FREE 
BAH MILLS 

BAH ISLAM. BANK 
BAH ISLAMIC INS 
BAH + KWT INS. 

BAH INT. BANK 
BAH. LEISURE CO. 

BAH MID E. BANK 
BAH MAR. +M. INT 
BAH SAUDI BANK 
BAH SHIP R ENG 
BAH TOURISM 

Name 

ARAB DRUGS 
HELIOPOLIS HOUS 
ACROW MI SR 
NASR CIVIL WORKS 
UPPER EGYPT CONT 
ALEX CEMENT 
PFIZER EGYPT 
EASTERN TOBACCO 
NASR DEHYDR AGRI 
MOHANDES BK E 


AHLIA DETERGENT 
AHLIA INSURANCE 
M/A . 

At AMAL IND 
ANWAR IND & TRAD 
BATINAH DAIRY 
ALIANCE HOUS BK 
BATNAH HOTELS 
BRAIMI HOTEL 
KHWR DEV SVC 
RAWDHA QUARRIES 
S ALLAN FOOD IND 
ALSAWADI RES 
AREEJ VEG OILS 
BANDER RAWDAK QU 
BAHRAIN INTL BK 
BK MCT AHLI OM 
BK OM BAH & KUW 
COMM BK OMAN 
CONST MATERIALS 
COM STAT IND 
DMOFAR BVGS CO 
DO FAR CATTLEFEED 
dhofar INVST DEV 
dhfr MARBLE GRAN 
dhofar INSURANCE 


0.87 
f 0.075 
t 0.372 
6.45 
t 0.276 
| 0.214 
0.260 
0.202 
i 0.500 
i 0.175 
t 0.246 
t 0.300 
0.400 
0.169 
t 0.098 
0.162 
t 0.476 
i 0.152 
t 0.520 
| 0.136 

Last 
1*52.00 
t210.99 
4,56.25 
128.24 
1*114.48 
4.71.13 
t26.59 
4-102 . 51 
f25.00 
tl5.40 


+ 0.007 

+ 0.002 

+ 0.002 

- 0.002 


-0.010 

- 0.002 

+ 0.002 

+ 0.022 


+ 0.001 

+ 0.002 

- 0.002 

+ 0.020 

- 0.002 

%Net .C 
+ 4.15 
+0.95 
+3.39 
+ 4.35 
+ 1.02 
+1.55 
+3.67 
+ 0.86 
+ 3.14 
+4.23 


Last: Net.Ch 


X 0.970 - 0.030 


f 1.15 + 0.05 


4 3.420 

J 1 . 67.0 
0.700 


X 2.150 - 0.150 


Last Net.Ch 

28.3750 

2,0625 

17.3750 
7.6875 


8.8750 

9.1250 +0.1250 


NBAD INDEX 

COMM. BANK OF DUBAI 

NAT. BANK OF SHARJAH 

EMIRATES INT. BANK 

NAT. BANK OF RASALKHAIMAH 

NAT. BANK OF UMM AL QUWAIN 

ABU DHABI COMM. BANK 

INVEST BANK 

NAT. BANK OF FUJAIRAH 

NAT. BANK OF ABUDHABI 

DUBAI ISLAMIC BANK 

NAT. BANK OF DUBAI 

BANK OF SHARJAH 

COMM. BANK INTERNATIONAL 

UNION NAT. BANK 

ABU DHABI ISLAMIC BANK 

MASHREQ BANK 

UNITED ARAB BANK 

FIRST GULF BANK 

ETISALAT 

ABU DHABI NAT. HOTELS CO 

NAT. MARINE DREDGING 

UNION PROPERTIES CO. 

ABU DHABI AVIATION 

ABU DHABI NAT. FOODSTUFF CO. 

DUBAI INVESTMENT CO. 

ABU DHABI SHIP BUILDING CO. 

E M A A R CO. 

OASIS INT. LEASING CO. 
TABREED 
J U L P H A R 
PRIME BULDING TRADING EST. 
OMAN INSURANCE CO. 

ALAIN AHLIA INSURANCE CO. 

AL DAFRAH INSURANCE CO. 

ABU DHABI NAT. INSURANCE CO 
THE EMIRATE INSURANCE CO 
AL KHAZNEH INSURANCE CO. 

AL BUHAIPAH INSURANCE CO. 
DUBAI NAT. INSUPAHCE CO. 
UNION INSURANCE CO. 

AL WATHBEH INSURANCE CO 
AL SHARJAH INSURANCE CO. 

Stock Name Last 

ARAB BNK CORP 
AERATED CONCRETE 
ARABIAN GEN INV. 

AHLEIA INS. CO. 

ARAB REAL EST. 

ARAB INS GROUP i 0.260 
BKME KUWAIT 

BURGAN BANK l 0.188 
LIVESTOCK T.T COl 0.285 
NATIONALCLEANINGt 0.660 
KWT COMPUTER CO. 

CCM. FACILITIES t 0- 44( 
FIRST INV. FUND 
KWT FOOD CO. 

GULF CEMENT l 0.17 
GULF INS. CO. 

INT FIN ADVISERS J 0.11 
AL-AHLI BANK t 0.16 
AL-ARABI HOLDINGf 0.30 
AREF INVEST GRP 4 0.12 
AL-AHLEIA INV CO 
AJIAL REAL EST. 

BAHRAIN INT. BNKf 0.13 
BOUBYAN PETROCH. 4 0.18 
GULF CABLE IND. 
COMMERCIAL BANK 
COAST INV & DEV. 
EDUCATIONAL SERVf 0,1€ 
FUJAIRAH CEMENT f 0.11 
UNITED FISHERIES! 0*°8 
GULF BANK- .. 4 0- 4 S 

GULF GLASS CO. t 0.3] 
HILAL CEMENT CO. 


3910.41 

100 

27 

50 

31 

335 

625 

43 

300 

730 

22 50 

1035 

330 

10 50 

50 

26 

1250 

460 

1 

1700 

180 

680 

42 

650 

42 


- 0.00 

+0.00 


0.440 +0.00 


0.174 

0.114 

0.164 

0.300 

0.124 


0.136 

0.188 


0.168 

0.110 

0.086 

0.450 

0.315 


- 0.00 

+0.00 

- 0.00 


RIYADH (AFP) — Three 
Jordanian Ministers | 
arrived in Riyadh early 
Sunday for ralks with 
Saudi officials 011 financial 
aid offered by the Gulf 
state, the official Saudi 
news agency SPA said. 

Finance Minister Michel 
Marto, Planning Minister 
Nnbil Amman and 
Economic Development 
Minister Taber Kansan 
weTO met on their arrival 
by Saudi Finance Minister 



+ 0.00 


Ibrahim Al Assnf. the CROWN PRINCE ABDULLAH 

agency said. 

Saudi leaders, in particular Grown Prince Abdullah Hen AlxJttl 
Aziz, have expressed support for Jordan alter King Abdullah II 
acceded to the throne earlier this month after the death of Kin^ 
Hussein. 

Saudi Finance Minister lb(ahim Al As sal. who visited Amman 
last week for talks with Jordanian Prime Minister Faycz 
Tarawa eh. said Saudi Arabia will continue its financial aid to 
Jordan. 


A shipment of French barley arrived in Aqaba today. "The 50 
thousand ton shipment was imported to provide fodder for live- 
stock owners in the Kingdom.' 1 The Ministry of Industry and 
Trade s Director for Aqaba Ahmed Snlnmch said— Petra. 


The Jordanian Exports Association made filial arrangements 
for a Jordanian delegation representing various industrial sec- 
tors ro visits the Palestinian National Authority from 5rh to 1 hh 
March, The delegation consist or investors, exporters represent- 
ing a large number of Jordanian companies from various indus- 
trial sectors. 

The General Director of the Association, Halim Abu Rahmah 
said, “the visit takes place in line with the private sector's inter- 
ests in achieving economic solidarity and more commercial 
exchange between the two countries." 

He also pointed out that Jordanian exports to the Palestinian 
territories amounted to JOD 11.6 million in 1998 up to end 
September, imports for the same period JOD 12 million. 


AMMAN Jordan (AP) — Jordan’s five water dams, which are 
mostly used for drinking and irrigation, are one-third fuff 
because of rainfall in the last two weeks, a Water and Irrigation 
Ministry official said Sunday. 

Hie five dams now contain 50 million cubic meters of water, 
or 31.4 percent of the total storage capacity of 160 mcm (5.1 
bef), said Thafer Alam, the ministry's director of the Dams 
Department. 

He said further rainfall forecast in the next two months is 
expected to fill up the dams. 

Dam water is used for irrigating Farmland in the Jordan Valley, 
the country's breadbasket. Some is desalinated and used for 
drinking in the Jordanian capital, Amman, during the summer. 

Alam said despite the rainfall, □ state of drought announced 
by the government last month persists because of scarce rainfall 
last November and December. 

Jordan lacks the rivers of its neighbors and the money or the 
oii-rlch Gulf for desalination. The desert kingdom depends on 
rainfall for nearly two thirds of drinking and municipal demand. 
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TELECOM ITALIA SAYS 
OLIVETTI TAKEOVER BID 
'INCOMPLETE' 

ROME (AFP) — Italia Telecom said Sunday that it could not fully eval- 
uate a takeover bid by its rival Olivetti as the information provided 
on the offer was “incomplete". 

Telecom Italia, whose board held an emergency meeting late 
Saturday, said it did not have sufficient information to evaluate the 
take over, which Olivetti said would amount to 52.24 billion euros 
(60.56 billion dollars). The telecoms company said in a terse state- 
ment it would consider the bid fully once it had all the information 
on tl>e offer, which it said was currently “incomplete." The lim said 
it was studying the bid. confirmed Saturday by Olivetti, as well as 
events on the Milan stock exchange in recent days. Speculation of a 
; takco ver flared last week when two percent of Telecom Italia's 
shares changed hands in Milan, prompting the public regulator to 
1 ask Olivetti to declare its aims. 

Tire Italian press said Olivetti wanted ro stop Telecom Italia from 
' launching a counter-offensive against irs hid. 

The bid will involve 5,255,131,631 shares of common stock with 
a nominal unit value of 1,000 lire (0.51 euro. 0.59 dollars), which 
represents the sum total of Telecom Italia capital. 

S.KOREAN PRESIDENT PLEDGES 
STIMULUS STEPS FOR EARLY 
ECONOMIC RECOVERY 

SEOUL (AFP) — South Korean President Kim Dae-Jung on Sunday 
pledged n massive stimulus package this year to end the country's 
prolonged economic recession, as he began celebrating his first 
year iu office. 

"There will be massive investments in social overhead capital, to ' 
help recharge the economy." Kim said in a live television talk show 
to mark the first anniversay of his inauguration. 

Kim. who took office on lebmary 25 last year, said his policy this 
year would focus on economic recovery, political reform and 
unemployment. 

Some 600 people took part in the town meeting televised joint- 
ly by South Korea's three major television networks. 

"We have successfully pulled our of the financial crisis," lie said, 
adding the economy was heading towards recovery. 

He predicted a modest lwo percent growth mte in gross nation- 
al product (GDP) this year and live percent next year, buoyed by 
quick improvements in key indices such as prices and foreign 
exchange reserves.Tlie president, however, warned much had yet 
to be done, voicing concern about the rising number of jobless 
people which he said was forecast to reach two million in the first 
quarter. He conceded labor could pose a major problem for the 
government's reform crusade, prompted by the financial crisis . 
which forced Seoul to accept a 57-billion-dollar bailout flum the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) in late 1997. "This year, I will 
proceed with thorough reforms," lie said, vowing to step up the 
restructuring of the powerful conglomerates known here as chae- 
bol. “While in office, I will never slacken the reigns.” 

CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT 
DELEGATION HEADS TO TOKYO 
AHEAD OF DONOR SUMMIT 

PHNOM PENH (AFP) — An upbeat delegation of senior Cambodian 
government officials departed for Tokyo Sunday ahead of a key 
summit of international donors ro the country. 

The nine member team, headed by Finance Minister Keat Chhon. 
is set to meet with officials from the World Bank and International . 

Monetary Fund ahead of the February 25 and 26 Consultative 
Group meeting. “We are very hopeful that we will receive money ; 
and build strong partnerships with the donors," Finance Minister ■ 
Keat Chiton told AFP. adding the meeting would also be used as a ■ 
platform to boost investor confidence in Cambodia. Cambodia's 
Prime Minister Hun Sen Is scheduled to leave here on Tuesday, for ' 
the crucial . summit in which the level and type of assistance to ' 
Cambodia is set to be decided. 

Participants in tire meeting are to include a total of 16 donor , 
countries, including the United States, Britain, France, China and 3 
Germany, together with six international institutions. 

Hun Sen wants a 135 billion dollar package over three years, and 
most economic analysts and diplomats believe the money will be : 
: forthcoming. ; 
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RUSSIA'S 


T he Department of 

External Co-operation of 
lire Ministry of Planning 
released a report oil (Ire rela- 
tions between Jordan and the 
G7 countries, and die aid that 
these countries provided to 
Jordan as a result of their 
friendship and co-operation 
throughout the years, as fol- 
lows 

Germany. Aid between 1962* 
1998 totaled DM 1.7 billion, 
outstanding loans were can- 
celed. Aid consisrs of technical 
assistance and loans for infra- 
structure and for the payment 
of imports from Germany, 
(totaling DM 3.3 Million). 
Benefits included cancellation 
of loans, half of which should 
go to environmental and pover- 
ty projects and the rest for 
social security projects. 

UKi Similarly, technical assis- 
tance and loans for specific sec- 
tors have been provided for 
agriculrure. natural resources, 
energy, and water. The UK con- 
tribured to the first and second 
5-Year development plans for 
the same sectors and also for 
educational projects, where the 
Ministry of Education was given 
about 450 thousand pounds for 
the purchase of computers and 
equipment for the Safety and 
Health projects, the rest being 
transferred as a grant after the 
Gulf War. UK support now 


comes as technical assistance 
for privatization, social devel- 
opment and sales tax piojccls. 

US- During the peiiml 19911- 
1997. US aid amounted to S 2.2 
billion, S70(J million of which 
consisted or canceled loans 
after the Jordan-lsrael Peace 
T>eaty. US aid comes in loans 
and grants, and technical assis- 
tance for feasibility studies for 
economic projects. During his 
recent visit to Jordan (fur rlie 
funeral of the late King 
Hussein). President Clinton 
promised that his government 
would accelerate delivery of $ 
300 million in aid. $200 million 
of which is allocated far mili- 
tary assistance and the remain- 
der for budgetary support and 
for projects to help job oppor- 
tunities. and for small income 
groups. Presently the US offers 
annual assistance in grants 
totaling $ 225 million. 

Ianan has offered aid to 
Jordan since 1974 in the form 
of soft loans and grants 
through its Economic Co-oper- 
ation Fund and the 
Import/Export Bank, the former 
amounting to 258 billion Yen 
lip to 1996, which will now be 
followed by a further agree- 
ment worth S60 million. Hie 
Imporl/Expoi t Bank aid lias 
totaled 1 1 .5 billion Yen since 
1979 as well as help to NGOs 
worth $ 1.3 million. This assis- 


tance comes in the form ot 
tools, equipment, experts aiul 
i raining with various projects 
worth S 3 ■ 5 million. 

liiiim- Economic Cn-opera- 
tinn began in 1965. and con- 
sists of suit loans lor projects in 
fields of ieiiilizers. coinimmica- 
lions and energy. France 
offered assistance after the Gulf 
War. including a reserve for 
Jordan's Treasury of I F 220 mil- 
lion. Further soft loans since 
1992 have totaled l-'F 5Ut) mil- 
lion in addition lo giants of IT 
18 million to help establish the 
Amman Financial Market, h 
also supports radio and TV 
broadcasting, education, antiq- 
uities. universities, and offers 
various scholarships. France 
now finances each project sepa- 
rately and has canceled some 
outstanding loans. 

Italy. Dining tire Jiff's, Italy 
followed the same path, financ- 
ing aid project hv project. 
Lately it lias offered hinds on a 
3-year basis. For some time, its 
foreign aid projects were 
frozen, but these have now 
been resumed lo include Karak 
Hospital, vocational schools Im- 
press and Ini mosaics. Presen i 
projects include lire develop- 
ment ofiur.il mens near Irhid. 
haiiriknilis in Salt, as well as 
new loans of 5 20 million far 
waler and sewerage projects in 
Irhid and another loan worth S 


DEBT RESCHEDULING 

projects. Food aid 

million was offered £q a ; un crniv (AP) Western creditor nations understand serious risk of accelerating shore company to mai 
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Gulf War as well as letfc/ !enders understand that 
and educational aid. r .scheduling Russia's debts is 
Canada began aid t D j^ crucial to the country's eco- 
in 1968 and was boosted* 1 nomic recovery, a top Russian 
the Late King Hussein W official said after talks 

1989. It has consisted ef W Sanirday wit ? finan f. e m ' 

for imports and for budW - ,cre rrom cred,l0 . r ° ‘° nS ‘ 

p iiu tor uUd|t!i - countries, however, 

support. In addition.CS lit- anl]riwi to insist that Russia 
lion were provided to hejpt!'. £0me up w itlt a feasible budget 
Emergency prajea t’ U( j implement structural 
returnees after the Gulffcf reforms first, before Its mas- 
Canada lias provided ttdrij'f she debts can be restructured, 
assistance worth CSlOmt'- f "We felt true good will and 
during 1987-1991, along understanding." First Deputy 
C$47 million lot ral, ' Wine Minister Yuri Italy, ikov 
. . said from a meeting of the 

mineral resources, aid hi; “,, p of Seve „ w B ea , thie5t 

and gas exploration. After t na(io|)S jn Bonili j n comments 


Gulf War, Canada provided 0, 4 [ re( j on Russian television 


18 million as support fork 1 
mice of payments and t 
scholarships, as well as ins:- 
iion.il support for Queen); 
Fund totaling CS 2.9 on!' - 
Present projects include t:- 
ronmental management iH!' 
million), the Queen Alii k\ 
pastures management ICS'" 
million), water purificaiiw ■! 
2 million), and also the Nit ; 1 
Information System and :• 
Human Resources Develop:- 
project at the 
Information Center totalir; 1 ’ 
l million — Petra. 


Saturday. 

He said the debt issue was a 
key question raised by the 
Russian delegation, and that 


creditor nations understand 
that Russia cannot pay the 
debts, the ITAR-Tass news 
agency said. 

Still, he conceded there 
were lingering problems the 
same problems that have held 
up foreign loans for months. 

The International Monetary 
Fund and other lenders Froze 
aid to Russia after it devalued 
the ruble and defaulted on 
some debt last August. Russia's 
economy has since nosedived, 
inflation has soared and unem- 
ployment is mounting. 

Russia desperately wants the 
aid resumed, and also is keen 
to reschedule or even write off 
some of its S150 billion foreign 
debt, much of which is left 
over from the Soviet era. 

The G-7 countries were still 
quite cautious Saturday. Russia 
“is increasingly faced with die 


FIAT SENDS 
STAFF HOME 
IN ARGENTINA 


SOPU il©BS rn II ©GOB ®KI 


It may be the dream |ob. You do 
nothing all week except read the 
papers, take long lunches, workout 
at the gym, play computer games 
and get $225,000 for your trouble. 
Unlikely but hue as Donls 
Campbell reports Idleness has 
become the way of working life for 
several thousand people in the City 
of London courtesy of the Far East 
financial meltdown. 

LONDON — It may be the ultimate dream job. 
You do nothing all week except read die 
papers, rake long lunches, work that body at 
the gym and play computer games and get 
$225,000 for your trouble. 

Sounds too good to be true? For several 
thousand people in the City of London, that 
fantasy of well-paid idleness has come true, 
courtesy of the Far East financial meltdown. 

Around 3,000 stafFworking for the 1 ] major 
Japanese banks in the Square Mile are in that 
bizarre and highly enviable position. Usually 
these traders, account executives and corpo- 
rate finance exper ts make fortunes For then- 
bosses in Tokyo through skilful use of money. 
They lend, they trade, they wheel and deal. In 
return they get a fat salary, champagne 
lifestyle and big annual bonuses. 

But now the money has run out. The big 
names of Japanese banking have no more cash 


for their wliizzkids to play with, lire ivsuli is 
(hat llicsc* 3.U00 City shekels, who e.nn 
between $90,000-5225,000 a year, haw noth- 
ing to do. Many have perfected lire art ofilre 
iluee-liour lunch, albeit no longer on expens- 
es. Some do a lot of shopping. A lew lead 
pornography oil lire Well. One says: "I just 
read all day. 1 stall with lire FT ami woik my 
way through everything down to Playboy." 

They are lire lucky ones who work for hanks 
which, apart (mm a 930am and 2.30pm 
school-style roll-call, don't bother checking 
where tlreir staff are. Other hanks pretend 
nothing has changed and insist h , 

employees slay at their desks all _© .'V-rrT 
day. "You stare at the screen and 
bore yourself to tears," reveals , 


A S112.000-a-ycar account executive with 
1 3 years experience at one of lire Japanese 
banks says: “I still work from 830am in 
6.30pm, just like before. But at the moment 
I'm being paid to do almost nothing. It's a very 
odd situation and frankly I fee] trapped." 

Traditionally die 1 1 Japanese banks operat- 
1 ing in London have excelled In the art ofusing 
money to make more money. Outfits such as 
Mitsubishi, Sumitomo and Dailchi Kangyo 
have used their huge financial muscle to 
become British and European leaders in cor- 
porate lending. Firms such as Nissan, BMW 
and ICI have borrowed from the banks' vast 
reserves. Now some- of the 1 1 will have to 


a car and two computers to nl*) ■ ^ 
he had been planning all * " 

course for months. ' 

Some of these liighly-p^ finaT^^ 
peer, their employers 
“bore us into submission -^(B 

toleaveaqdthusayoKia.^^ 

reports a ^ 
noid internal audits 'a 
intended to 


serious risk of accelerating 
inflation, further exchange rate 
weakening and continued eco- 
nomic retraction, 1 ' the G-7 said 
in a communique. 

It said creditor nations will 
only reschedule Russia's debt 
once it meets demands of the 
IMF, which wants Russia to 
come up with a viable budget, 
improve government revenues 
and make progress in institu- 
tional and structural reforms. 

Maslyukov met with IMF 
chief Michel Camdessus in 
Bonn on Saturday, ITAR-Tass 
said. 

Russian Finance Minister 
Mikhail Zadornov and Central 
Bank chief Viktor 
Gerashchenko also attended 
the G-7 talks. 

During the meetings. 
Gerashchenko defended the 
Central Bank’s use of an off- 


shore company to manage for- 
eign currency reserves and 
credits. ITAR-Tass said. 

"An investigation has proven 
the complete incompetence of 
those who claim thar the 
Central Bank committed fraud 
or deceived the world public," 
he said. “The Russian delega- 
tion made the necessary expla- 
nations at today's meeting, 
including to the IMF.” 

The report did not elabo- 
rate. Russia's ex-prosecutor 
general has said the Central 
Bank paid the Financial 
Management Company, regis- 
tered in mi offshore tax luven 
ill the Channel Islands, to man- 
age S 50 billlnn from 1993 to 
1998. 

Gerashchenko has denied 
the bank committed any 
wrongdoing with the company. 



US TREASURY SECRETARY 


US TREASURY DEPUTY 
BEGINS ASIAN TOUR 


; ol 5 20 million lor P ro i tc[ 31 BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — Italian carmaker Fiat has begun 

.sewerage projects in Information Center tot "V sending home workers on paid leave at its Cordoba assem- 

anoilier loan worth S I million — Petra. bly plant following a slump in car sales as a result of the 

Brazilian financial crisis. 

Q — — ,, r\fl In a bid to cut production, the company is sending home 

I ( ) \ A [) ) ( 0 ) tr workers in its sheet assembly and painr units on 75 per- 
il V...-' LJ\J \-ls LJVJ cent p a y unt j| M ar d, 13 . 

Overall, assembly work will be suspended until March 

re result is moige lo survive; one or rwo ,5 ‘ . r . . _ 

. The move by Fiat, which sells half of its cars in Brazil, 

Inv ■ n 1 I 1 - In simple tenns, their profitable En^ 1 ' . follows the lead taken by Fiat's chief rival, the French 

art unite o|xmitii«nsaiv paying for automaker Renault'. 

in cxiH’iis- os incurred in tire Far Fast and ft® 1 ' 6- ' Renault renewed production at its Cordoba plant this 

few lead fctnre of tire banks haw already sb" lt " week after a prolonged shut-down during which it sus- 
iys- *'I just tlretf l-mickm. or even entire Europe .. pended 1,200 of its 2,800 workforce. 

I wink my I* 'indies. . .1 After tough negotiations with the mechanics union, 

lyhny" There have already been itftoid#** ! SMATA. Renault agreed to allow most of the workers back 

1 fin hiinks only around 500 of the 3,500 people^ j in stages until the end or May. 

d 2.30pm deals - or used to do deals - It also agreed to pay workers suspended in February and 

checking money. Sumitomo to£}- March 75 percent of their salaries, falling to 60 percent in 

iivtcnd paid off nine reladoreto April and 50 percent in May. 

. t> v ID agers. But m 051 r Fiat's move comes as repercussions of the Brazilian cri- 
’ u \m % t ,1 , , 1 remain in post, s 's are being felt across the automobile industry, down to 

' ing. It's cheaper ^ P arts manufacturers, analysts said. 

* banks ro keep them r Diesel engine-manufacturer, Perkins, also based in 

them off, as City tradition dictates J- erreyra, Cordoba, will halt production for three days this ! 
Litive witli sackt;£ | gets a month’s salary m °^ th and for up to seven days in March, it said. 

■ Japanese serv j cei One junior trader bided, j. J; he company's 500 workers protested the decision, 

l.30nm in l?llt ) liroc t r he tedium and ended * ,c " will cost them 75 percent of their salaries, in a 

s? moment S3? m .. !dell g 00 dbye". He used M* K street demonstration Thursday. 

. It's a very ' . ^ rQ ^mputers to ^ ^ ^ Y eileral Motors and Iveco have not escaped unscathed 

; ed " , he had been phnotal * «"* m ' '"5?,- 

ks operat- months. ' .'- , car maker is to suspend 200 workers until April, 

rr ofusing highly-paid fi" 31 ^* a J 1 e vec o has introduced a shorter working day for 300 

«^ has iwr^Thelr employee are from February until the end of March. - . 

ii Kangyo J e °| ll Y companies not feeling the squeeze are TYansax 

° i il' 0 " of Volk *wagen - which is continuing with a fuff 

Zl mnnrre a i a,ld Chrysler which renewed production 


this week. 


SINGAPORE.(AFP) - US Deputy Treasury i 
Secretary Lawrence Summers launched a j 
five-nation Asian tour lure Sunday to get 
feedback on how the region was coping 
with a rapid economic slowdown caused by 
the prolonged financial crisis, officials said. 

After Singapore. Summers will travel to 
Indonesia, China, South Korea and Japan 
during the trip ending February 27 , Thomas 
Gradisher. spokesman for the US embassy 
here, told AFP. Gradisher said the objective 
of the visit was to “discuss the economic 
situation" in the region. 

Summers held separate talks with 
Singapore Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong 
and elder statesman Lee Kuan Yew immedi- 
ately on arrival here for an overnight visit. 

He did not meet the media after the meet- 
ings. 

Goh's spokesman was quoted by local 
television as saying discussions centred on 
developments in the region, especially how 
some countries coped with the financial cri- 
si s. 

They also exchanged views an the role of 
the so-called Group of 22 (G-22) countries 
in shaping reforms to the global financial 
system. Singapore is part of the G-22 com- 
prising developed and developing nations 
trying to help create a new international 
financial architecture. Summers had been 
scheduled to make the trip last month but 
a Treasury official said it was postponed 
due to .. "international economic develop- 
ments." . , 

At that - time. tlie. Brazilian financial crisis 
flared, stemming from the devaluation of 
the real currency which rocked world mar- 
kets. The United States, a key backer of the 
International Monetary Rind's bid to help 

ailing Aslan economies, is conamdd that 

prolonged. Asian slump would hurt Its 

exports and cut jobs at home, 

US economic growth Is also widely 


expected to be lower in 1999 due largely ro 
problems ignited in Asia, where currency 
turmoil in mill- 1 997 slammed the brakes mi 
rapid economic expansion and caused mas- 
sive unemployment and chaos in financial 
and real estate markets. 


Washington, concerned the regional cri- 
sis would delay key linanci.il reforms ill 
Asia, is pushing hard to drive home the 
point tii at markets should remain open for 
progress. 


AUTHORITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY ! 
MANAGEMENT TIP 
BY JAMES CHAMPY 

In today’s customer- oriented world, a shift in power doesn't help us find or satisfy 
customers. What's needed is a shift in authority and accountability. 

There are two kinds of authority: ex officio authority and existential authority. Ex 
officio authority is your title and place on the organizational chart; it says nothing 
about your personal skills and Leadership ability. 

Existential authority, on the other hand, grows out of how you actually practice your 
skills and leadership ability in a particular operational lor management) process, in the 
traditional corporation, you had no existential authority without ex officio authority. 
Now. it is being reversed. 

Today's managers must look for ways to foster existential authority, often by bypass- 
ing the ex officio kind , or by getting rid of it altogether. 

To accomplish this shift, however, managers do have to give up something. Not 
power (whatever that means), but something quite precise - control, or more precise- 
ly, comihand-and-control. And that should kick up some fear. The feeling of being in 
control is the closest many managers ever come to the true personal satisfactions of 
existential authority; for many others, it's the only thing that stands between them and 
panic. 


Letting go of contra! is a means of enabling. A symbolic action can be a potent means 

of signaling that you have indeed let go. 

Leon Royer, when he was executive - director of Organizational Learning Services, 3M. 
told me how he managed by letting gas In most corporations, signatures are a control 
tool. 'pte fttistrating question for employees becomes; How many signatures do I have 
to gamer before I can go aheatt and do sbprething ? 1 

To help eliminate this frustration, everyone in my department signs for their own 
needs and expenditures, Same employees can approve larger expenditures than I can. 
That ^sends a powerful message, and; we ;also remain within budget. ■. / 

From NEWSEDGE 



C omfortable as a mid-sized saloon and versatile as n mini-mpv, 
Mercedes-Benz inooduced Cite A-dass into Jordan in 98. liie 
car is based on die new "sandwich floor” concept which cre- 
ates both space and safety. Systems like the Electronic Stability 
Program (ESP), normally found only in luxury cats, have been 
included. 

"All safety equipment offered by Mercedes Benz are included in 
rhe A-dass, ESR ABS, 4 Frontal Airbags and Brake Assist System 
(BAS). However whac’s new is the sandwich floor concept and the 
ability to switch off die airbag in the passenger seat if a baby is 
occupying it. The sandwich door concept is a safety measure in 
accidents. In a frontal crash, the engine and gear box are designed 
in a way to slide beneath the passenger compartment, without 
banning the vehide occupants. This means that occupants sit high- 
er in the A-dass than in a conventional cat above die critical zone 
even in the event of a side impact,” said Victor Haddad of die Sales 
Department. T. Cargour & Fib Co, die offidal dealer of Mercedes- 
Benz AC in Jordan. 

"We are not competing with any other simitar sized car, because 
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the standards offered by the Adass are not available in any other 
same sized car," Haddad adds, saying diat “die options available in 
the A- d ass are the same as die odier dass cars in this Show Room." 


by HUSSAM SBAYTEH 

In respect to die engines and models the A-dass offers, Haddad 
said "one can choose from three engines. The 1*10 (1 .4-lilers), 160 
( 1 .6-liters) and the third is a 170 diesel winch is not available in 
Jordan due to governmental constrictions. However you can gear 
your own A-dass to suit your personal preferences. With the t lira- 
model line: Classic, Elegance and Avantgarde. The Avantgarde lor 
example offers a sporting appeal, were as die Elegance sets you in 
luxury." 

The aH-atuminum engine weighs 89 or 92 kilos, 25° u lighter than 
odier four-cylinder units of similar size. The 1 .4 lik-riias a rale out- 
put (kW| and a rated Torque at ipm of 60/5000, and 130/3750 
respectively. The 1 .6 liter has a rated output (kW) and a ratal 
Toque at rpm of 755250 and 15G4000 respectively 

Hie A-dass includes three type of gearboxes, which are all 5- 
speed. The manual gearbox, automatic dutdi and automatic trans- 
mission. Tlie tatter two are options. 

According to Haddad "we all know die manual gearbox and tin- 
automatic transmission, but die automatic dutch is something 
new to us. This gear, is not 612 JD (1500 DM) cheaper than (he 
automatic transmission, put ir also decreases driving elfon." It 
comes handy in congested urban traffic.... as you roll in a standstill 
and move off and again you will appreciate the lack ol a clutch 
pedal. Tlie A-dass fitted widi this tyjx.* of gearbox will not creep 
forward or backward in first gear or reverse. 

Haddad continues *‘tlus is the first front wlieel drive car 
Mercedes-Benz introduces." 

Tlie rear scats and passenger front seat can be- moved, foldc-d or 
removed altogether, to create space. 

“Tlie A-dass's interior space is as big as tlie C-class. When Ilk- 
seats are removed it acts like a mini-van. You can easily transput! a 
TV or even a medium sized refrigerator. Your luggage space can 
vary from 350 to 1700 liters ill a minute." 

Keeping in mind the dimensions nl the A-dass, tlie car is very sta- 
ble Haddad stresses. ‘The wheds are 1 5 indies in radius, similar u» 
the E-class. The wheel base is also close to that the li-dnss. Such 
aspects increase die stability and traction nn tlie road." 

But tlie most popular feature a buyer works for, is that ofaflei- 
sales comfort. By buying this car. according to the dealer, “mainte- 
nance and all spare parts are available at one places. If a spare part 
is not available for any reason, it will be ordered and shipped in a 
matter of days." 

Tlie car lias a light weight design. Hie car brodiure slates that 
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The 1999 A-dass 


BAD NEWS: DON'T EXPECT 
IT FROM THE DEALER! 


tlie materials used are a mix of steel, aluminum, magnesium and 
plastic, shedding weight These materials account for 25f> of gross 
veliide weight. Less weight of course also means lower fuel con- 
sumption. "This is one dashboard light you won’t see too often in 
the A<lass. Hie fiiel consumption figures speak for themselves." 

But wlial about tlie A-dass whidi turned over when it was test- 
ed late 97? The company equipped the car with the ESR nomially 
only found in expensive cars, in addition to the standard safety sys- 
tems. Hie problem is solved. 

Hie Antilock Braking System (ABS) is induded as a standard. A 
further standard is the Brake Assist System (BAS), which intervenes 
if you apply die brakes too cautiously in nn emuigency. BAS rec- 
ognizes emergency braking. In an instant, it builds tip maximum 
pressure, and maintains it until the pressure from die pedal is 
released. BAS can thus shoitL-n your braking distance. The EPS’s 

The new Mercedes A-Class euro-motor has 
failed an Important and routine safety 
drive, known as the 'moose-accldent- 
test', resulting in the car rolling 


sensors constantly monitor die car's handling stability, detects if 
the veliide intends to leave its course. In such a situation, tlie 
brakes are applied at individual wheels. Hiis corrects the course of 
the car. Blit "ESP also includes the function of the ASR." Haddad 
said. 

Tlie A-dass, with all its advantages, unfortunately has .1 groar 
disadvantage. It costs too mudi for its size. Taking tlie A 140 
Classic as an example, its price varies Troiii I l,(XX)JD(2G 1 800 DM. 
as a standard car) to 22.220JD (54/155 DM, full options included). 
All the above prices are approximate and do not include local tax. 
According to Haddad "We air trying tn decrease die total price of 
die car by approximately 22o if we can prove that tlie majority of 
the options are necessary for jniliVic safety." 

Meanwhile, Mercedes is plenty available in town. This news 
|iaper is walking ail a sillily oil such avail ability and <it wtal price. 
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| VITAL STATISTICS 

Length: 3.575 m 
i Weight: 1.15 tonnes 
j Max Speed: 172 kph • - 

j passenger cabin 

THE "MOOSE-ACCIDENT-TEST” 




j ' Car performs vigorous slalom at town -driving 
speed to assertain safety requirements 




Mercedes A-Glass overturns In tests 
carried out by Swedish lest drivers 


Speed: 60 kph 


REUTERS 


i lie Smart car is the birth of a joint ven- 
ture, Mercedes-Benz of Germany and 
Swatch tlie Swiss Wfotch O rnipany. Swatch 
took care of the internal and external design, 
were as Mercedes-Benz designed the engine, all 
mechanical components and safety systems. 

Smart is a two senter, two doored small car. Its 
small size makes it very useful in congested traf- 
fic and small, packed internal roads. This car can 
literally park anywhere. 

Hie bad news is diat It won't be introduced 
soon in the Jordanian market. Victor Haddad, an 
employee in rhe Sales Department of Mercedes- 
Benz in Jordan claims "tlie company is not think- 
ing of introducing it in the near future. We are 
concentrating on marketing the new A-dass." 

□leek out the story on this page. While 
Jordan's dealer is not yet introducing the Smart 
car, Germany and Switzerland are comparing ir 
toother means of transport. "At many Swiss rail- 
way srarions, passengers can switch to a Smart 
for their local travel needs" Mercedes Magazine 
printed in their 498 issue. 



LINCOLN IMPORTS DUBAI WORLD 

cup forNond YEAR RUNNING 
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L int i ill i, owned Ivy It nr I Molin' l’nm|>any, 
has oniKiiiikt'il dial lar lire s win id year 
mulling, it will Ire a major sponsor of this 
year’s Dubai Woiltl (’up, which takes place on 
Sunday 28 March, according to a press 
release sent lo 11k- Arab Daily. 

"Wo mv delighted in confirm our sponsor- 
ship «»f this world-class event," said Bob 
Martin, managing director. Port! Middle East 
and North Africa. "It is entirely appropriate 
tliat the car of presidents Is a leading sup- 
porter of lire spnit of Kings and die Dubai 
World Qip is recognized as one of die most 
important events on the international horse- 
racing calendar." 

As part of the sponsorship, Lincoln will be 
making a large number of its Navigator and 
Town Oir vehicles available to VIP visitors and 
officials at the Dubai Worid Cup. 

Tlie Navigator and Ibwn Car were both 
introduced for 1998 and lave already created 
a reputation for maintaining the traditions of 
excellence for whidi Lincoln is world 
'renowned, according to Martin, , • 


Hi 

selected » 

Unite ' 

Hie ' 
with 
"This 

Housed'"*: 

seats, 

provide^ 

diestpre^j 

bolhihe^ 

ondsoffpK 


donafr ® 0 ’ 1 *' 1 
frdWP* 
*Tb"" 


East and North Africa region." 

Town Car's powertrain features an 
advanced SOHC 4.6-liter V8 and a four-speed 
electronically controlled automatic transmis- 
sion. Peak output for the Town Car is 230 
horsepower at 4.250 rpm and Torque is 305 
footpounds at 3,000 rpm. 

Hie Lincoln Navigator is the company's 
w full-size sport utility segment, whidi is 
made up of customers who want the func- 
tional attributes of a full-size, sport utility 
v *hide. but who refuse to sacrifice luxury. 
r k * ga , tor mt;r 8 es poise with power," said 
0 Martin. "Lincoln owners have come to 
expect a certain level of performance in their 

• and Navigator is a tree Lincoln thor- 
oughbred." 

Navigator's luxury appeals mostly to fomi- 
« with active lifestyles who want a vehide 
,h ai sis capable. 

An enhanced 5.4-liter TritonTMj V-8 
grne powers Navigator. Hie engine com* 
r .. ow ' ,w olution torque and higlwpm 
18 wl ' lle delivering up to 285 horse- 


power at 5.000 rpm. Peak torque Increases to 
375 foot-pounds at a 2,300-ipni. 

While offering noteworthy fuel efficiency 
and performance, the engine Is spedfically 
designed to produce excellent low-end 
torque. 


*lb make driving easier and more comfort- 
able. Navigator provides power adjustable 
brake and accelerator pedals, a first for any 
car, track or sport utility. 

The Arab Daily did not review the car. 
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D id you ever ran laie for an important appointment because your car over- 
lieated on the way? Was your repair bill so large, and the reason was sim- 
ply an overheated engine? Greek die list below and find out why your 
beauty overheats. V 

1. Faulty radiator pressure cap. 

2. Defective thermostat, 

3. Loose, sfipping or broken fan bdt. 

4. Worn pulleys. Ujjjj 

5. Damaged fan. . 

6. Faulty fan drive dutch. stjjjfSlK ' 

7. CoOapsed Ipvver radiator hose. 'lyJ 

8. . Obstructed front grille. 

9. dogged radiator fins . 

10. dogged AC condenser fins. 

1 1. Clogged radiator tubes. 

12. Incorrect cooling system components Installed'.' 

13. Defective water pump. . 

14. -low molant level. 

15. Low coolant protection |tow boiling point), . ^ 

16. WSiter used as coolant (low boiling point). 

17. Cooling system capacity Inadequate for load being cairwdor towed. 

18. Air trapped in cooling system- 

19. Clogged coolant passage In engine block. 

20. Excessive use of AC while vehide is parked cir in stop and go traffic. 

21. -Retarded ignftkm timing. 

22.. Sticking mnrafold heat control valve. • 

23. .dogged exhaust tystem. 

' 24. ' Low engind oll'lcyel. 

23, Excessive engine fttalbn. 

26. Dragging brakes. . 
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PATRICIA QURA'N, 
GYNAECOLOGIST, 
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So many typos off 
contraception are 
available now, I'm 
really getting con- 
fused as to which Is 
the best sort of con- 
traception to use? 
Thanks, 
confused 
Dear Confusedi 
There is no such thing. 
No method is 100% safe. 
100% guaranteed or 100% 
accepted by all. If there 
was, there would not be so 
many methods available. 
One would do. 

What any woman should 
do is think what her needs 
are. Does she need it for a 
long time or just a few 
months? Has she any med- 
ical problems that would 
rule out a particular 
method? What age. weight 
or parity (number of chil- 
dren) is she? Does she have 
other gynaecological prob- 
lems which need to be 
solved? 

For example; a 20 year 
old with only 1 child is 
probably better off using a 
contraceptive pill whereas 
a 30 year old with 4 chil- 
dren might be more com- 
fortable with an l.U.C.D. 

Too often patients come 
to me with fixed ideas on 
contraception and it is hard 
to convince them that 
another method might be 
more suitable. It is advis- 
able to discuss the advan- 
tages and disadvantages of 
each method and reach an 
informed decision. 


BACK TO SLEEP 
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O ne often overlooked 
cause of daytime fatigue 
is nighttime posture. 
Sleeping on your stomach, 
some experts agree, can cause 
a strain on your back that 
might be jusr painful enough to 
keep you from getting a good 
night's sleep. 

It is recommended that you 
place a pillow under your 
knees, which comfortably flex- 


es your lower spine and makes 
it feel better. 

To avoid neck and shoulder 
aches, use a pillow that's low 
enough to support your head 
without flexing your neck. 
Down pillows work best; foam 
ones are often too springy. 

Be sure you're warm enough. 
If you have to stay curled up ail 
night to keep warm, your 
back's likely to get sore. 


You need enough room to 
manoeuver. ft's normal to move 
your arms and legs during the 
night and to roll from side to 
side. This prevents your joints 
from staying in one position for 
too long and getting stilt 
overnight. 

People who snore nr have 
trouble breathing at night may 
prefer to sleep on their sides to 
breathe easier. 


S ometimes focusing on 
the negative can be a 
real plus. That’s what 
researchers found when they 
tested various methods of 
self-monitoring on exercise 
class attendance. People who 
X'd their calendars when 
they didn't work out went as 
often as people who put Xs 
on their calendars every time 
they did go to the gym- 
Both groups did better 
than people who didn't track 
workouts at all and' people 
who used a checkmark for 


workout 
days and j* 
an X for ft 
workouts ■ 
skipped. 1 



Researchers suspect that 
the punishment of recording 
a missed workout can be 
motivating for some people. 

People who are just start- 
ing a workout program or 
are less confident In their 
abilities to exercise will 
probably do better by 
recording successful work- 


outs. 

No matter what type of 
record keeping system you 
choose to use, make it a 
daily event. People who 
tracked workouts cither way 
hit the gym more often than 
those exercisers who waited 
until the end of a week or so 
to tally their workouts. 


ing loss may blame it on trau- the pnssage 0 f food. A swift 
; ma from . the accident rather wa |k ar0 und the office or 

/ than noise from an air bag, house every 45 minutes or so 

the researchers. said. should keep everything mov- 

They pointed to the cose of a [ ng 

. 3 8-year-old woman In the Ur— 
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It's enough to make a 
strong woman weep. 
One day your abdomen 
Is as flat as a board and 
tho next It's swollen 
right up. 

Diarrhea and/or consti- 
pation, nausea, stom- 
ach pains and Indiges- 
tion usually accompany 
swelling. Here are fen 
ways to beat that bloati 

1. Cut clown on sugar and 
alcohol. If you have to take 
antibiotics (they don’t kill 
viruses, so don't bother taking 
them for colds and flu), replen- 
ish yuur friendly gut bacteria 
by taking an acidophilus sup- 
plement or eat lots of yogurt. 

2. Check for food intoler- 
ance. Fast for one day, then eat 
only one or two known safe 
items (pears and lamb are usu- 
ally well-tolerated) for the first 
few days. Now re-introduce 
suspect foods one by one. You 
may notice symptoms almost 
immediately, or 48 hours later. 

3. Avoid air swallowing. Sit 
upright, eat slowly with your 
mouth dosed, chew well, 
pause between mouthfuls and 
try not to talk too much. 

4. Keep moving. Sitting still 
traps gas in the intestines and 

_ makes them swell, holding up 
the passage of food. A swift 
walk around the office or 
house every 45 minutes or so 
should keep everything mov- 
ing. 
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5. Replace fat with JkJ 
high-fiber diet may caused 
in some people, but In otheni 
may cure the problem bydu 
ing the system of fatty deport 
which could otherwise sW ; 
rot in the intestine. 

6. Relax. Stress makes ifc 
stomach overproduce acid Jf. 
chronic stress interferes wd 
digestion, forcing undigea: 
food into the intestines ufca 
ir is feasted on by barter: 
which give off gas In 


process. Avoid hyperveaw, 
non hv leamine to brew 


tion by learning to brew 
properly, particularly whenyo 
feel stressed. Any fon^ 
relaxation will help- TfYFi 
or meditation. 

7. Let it outl Don’t try t 
stop gas escaping. If 

an explosion coming t' 
remove yourself to a salt l' 
tance and let it go. 

8. Cut down on salt-Sofe 
makes your cells hole 

Half the salt we eat Is M^ 9 
processed foods, so try 
more fresh produce.- •. . . 

9. Don't drink nziydfPFf 
use straws. Foods to 
cat in moderation: dtlff^ 
artichokes, ' j 
kidney/baked beans 

flower. Cut out chewlliP 

10. For comfort; ^ 

clothing and avoid ft*;, 
bands. , 'J: 

• ' '‘r.v; :';i 


type caused by noise, not 
physical trauma, Buckley sold. 
In another case, a 68-y ear-old^ 
vjife-;dr^jnto another- 


traveling 
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take our quiz and put your 

EATING HABITS TO THE TEST! 


Do you 
have a 
l aood food 


sonablo snack? 

a) A bag of peanuts. 

b) A bag of pretzels. 

c) A bag of potato chips. 


attitude? 
Or do vou 
lack 


nutritional 


knowledge? 
i Read on... 
and rate 


2) You have an 
exam the next day 
and all your friends 
are ever at your 
house for group 
study. What would 
bo tho best thing to 
serve your friends? 

a) Lots of hot, black coffee 
to stay awake. 

b) Hot dogs and candy, you 
have to keep the energy upl 

c) An assortment: air- 
popped popcorn, veggie 
sticks and fruit juice. 


vour 
eating 
habits . 1 
(Add one 


point for 
each 
answer 


3) You're at a fast 
food restaurant and 
are frying to watch 
calories. What do 
you order? 

a) A salad with croutons, 
sprouts, olives, dressing and 
all the fixingsl 

b) A skinless breast of 
chicken sandwich with let- 
tuce. tomato and mustard on 
the bun. 

c) A small hamburger with 
Swiss cheese and ketchup. 


or school and are 
starving. You are 
informed that din- 
ner will be post- 
poned a little. What 
should you eat to 
fide you over? 

а) A piece of whole-wheat 
toast with a slight spread of 
peanut butter and a slice of 
banana on top. 

h) A chocolate bar. 

c) A dozen chicken-flavored 
crackers. 

б) You have a big 
sporting event com- 
ing up In the morn- 
ing, what would 
you eat the night 
before? 

a) Spaghetti with meat 


you 
choose 
correct! 


U Which of tho 
Allowing has the 
fewest calories and 
make a rea- 


4) You're always 
In a rush in the 
morning and usual- 
ly aren't that hun- 
gry anyway. What's 
the best light 
breakfast? 

a) A powdered doughnut. 

b) Nothing. You can hold 
out until noon and have a big 
lunch then. 

c) An English muffin' or 
whole wheat bagel with jam. 


h) Only a salad, you wnnr to 
be as light as possible 

c) Baked turkey and beans, 
you want to make sure you 
gel enough protein. 

7) What would you 
take to work with 
you for lunch 

a) Pastrami and cheese 
sandwich on white bread, 
chips and a chocolate cup- 
cake. 

b) Carrot sticks only. 

c) Tuna, lettuce and toma- 
toes on wheat bread, veg- 
etable sticks and fresh fruit. 


8) You hove a crav- 
ing for something 
sweet. What do you 
eat? 

a) A piece of cheesecake. 

b) A cup of low-fat frozen 
yogurt with a few chocolate 
sprinkles. 

c) A bowl of canned fruit 
with sytup included. 


5) You've |ust got 
home from work 


Answers: 

1) B. pretzels are the best 


low calorie choice, since they 
are semi-complex carbohy- 
drates that contain little to no 
sugar. Potato chips are consid- 
ered empty calories and are 
so laden with fat they'll prob- 
ably make you fed sluggish. 
And although peanuts are pro- 
tein. they are very high in fat 
and calorics. 

2) C. It's belter to stick 
with a variety of interesting 
and healthful snack foods 
than those that will drag you 
down. Although hot dogs a ltd 
candy are fim, (he combo of 
fat and sugar is hound to 
make you feel tired alter a 
couple of hours. And, if ymi 
drink ton much cofi'ee, you’re 
bound to feel jittery and anx- 
ious. not the sort of reaction 
you want to have before a 
major test. 

3) B. The fat content of 
skinless chicken with mus- 
tard. instead of tegular bun 
dressing, is by far lower than 
the smallest cheeseburger 
(loaded with fat) and ketchup 
(which contains a surprising 
amount ol sugar) that'll 
weight you down. If you're 
trying to watch your weight, 
don't be misled into thinking 
that salad is always the 
answer. Extras like olives ami 
dressing can add excessive 
calories ami fats onto normal- 
ly healthy meals. 

4) C. An English muffin or 
whole-wheat bagel has little 
to no fat and the jam has only 
about 35 calories. Although a 
plain doughnut has only 150 
calories or so, ic*s made up of 
simple carbohydrates and 85 
percent far. Remember: it's 
never a good idea to skip 
breakfast. Your metabolic rate 
will drop and you'll burn fat 
more slowly in the long run. 

5) A. whole wheat toast 
with a slice of banana are 
great-tasting carbohydrates. 
Peanut butter is a protein, 
which will digest slowly and 
make you feel full for a while. 


A chocolate bar is a simple 
carbohydrate that'll make you 
feel even more hungry than 
before. Chicken -flavored 
crackers are very high in salr 
and fat content. 

6) A. Spaghetti with meat 
sauce is a great way to fill up 
and generate energy for the 
next day. because pasta is a 
complex carbohydrate and 
the meat sauce (a pi oiein) will 
keep you Imm feeling hungry, 
fiat only a salad and you may 
tack die energy necessary to 
do your sporting best. Turkey 
and Instils, although packed 
with protein, are very salty 
and fatty, they’ll probably 
make you want to sleep 
throughout the day. 

7) C. Try eating something 
like tuna on whole wheat for 
lunch. It's low in calories and 
high in nutrition. Add veggies 
and fruit for variety and good 
taste. White hi end has very 
little fiber and not much null i- 
timi.il value. Pastrami, cheese 
and chips are all salty unci 
have high fat content, cup- 
cakes aic loaded with sugar 
and flit. Carrot sticks only are 
not enough to provide you 
with the energy needed 
throughout the day. Not only 
rliat, but by not eating a well- 
balanced diet everyday, yon 
could cause serious damage 
to your body. And instead of 
losing weight by skimping on 
meats, you'll probably end up 
gaining it, since your metabo- 
lism will slow down lo store 
fat for energy. 

8) B. Non fat yogurt comes 
In many delicious flavors and 
the chocolate sprinkles on top 
wifi only add an extra 15-20 
calories. Canned fruit is just 
dripping with sugar and isn't 
nearly as good for you as the 
fresh stuff. Cheesecake is just 
plain fattening. 


tO DETERMINE THE FAT CONTENT OF 
YOUR FOOD EASILY AND QUICKLY! 


lal by 9; Tha 


resulting number Example: ~ frozen 

should not exceed, dessert contains 300 calo- 
30 percent of , the . ries and. 5 grams of fat: 
food's total ;. ; (falo* : ; . 5 grams of fat x 9 45 

_a a.lnrlsc nf fat-. 


Next, to calculate percent- 
age of fat, divide fat calories 


percent 
Since 15 percent is well 


food's 

ries. 


',r . ' * o 

; • ; calories, of fat; 


45/300- = 0.1 5 x 100 = 15- d£ss?rt without guilt. 



by the total number of calo- below the 30>percent maxi- 
ries: mum, you can enjoy the 


DEAR DR. GOTO What are 
Hie dangers of eating 
small seeds, such as those 
contained in grapes and 
watermelon? My hus- 
band contends that they 
will scrape and damage 
Hie Intestine as they pass 
through. On the other 
hand, Pm 48 and have 
been eating them as long 
as I can remember with- 
out apparent conse- 
quences. 

DEAR READER: Eniing null 
seeds in moderation should 
produce no health hazards. Thu 
seeds, which are indigestible, 
will pnss through your intestine 
unchanged and will not damage 
the bowel. There fs one excep- 
tion to this |xisitinn. If you have 
divertiutlusis (or have had 
diverticulitis), the small seeds 
could Income wedged in the 
saculai diverticular pouches, 
causing pain and inflammation. 
However, your track record of 
tine vein fill seed-consumption 
is sit ting evidence ili.il the pi ac- 
ute is unlikely to harm you. 
DEAR DR. GOTO You and 
other doctors keep say- 
ing that hypoglycemia is 
u rare disease. After 
eating, I suffer mood 
changes, faintness mid 
weakness. During a 
five -hour ghfeose toler- 
ance test, my sugar 
dropped to 37 and I 
needed IVs to bring me 
around. Now that I am 
on a hypoglycemic diet, 

I feel fine. I see Hie 
unmistakable evidence 
In my own body, but you 
doctors tell me my prob- 
lem doesn't exist. 

DEAR READER: Hypoglycemia 
certainly does exist and, from 
the sound of your letter, you 
seem to have ihe disease, 
which is marked by symp- 
toms attributable to low 
blood sugar (below 45 mil- 
ligrams per dedliter). I am 
glad that your doctor was 
able to establish the diagno- 
sis and suggest proper treat- 
ment. 

Most experts contend that 
true hypoglycemic illness is 
far less common than gener- 
ally believed. Experiencing 
dizziness or nervousness 
between meals is nm suffi- 
cient documentation to sub- 
stantiate the diagnosis. An 
extended glucose tolerance 
test is required to confirm the 
diagnosis of hypoglycemia, as 
was true in your case. j-. 
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-- • — aovaivpaa ay Japan's 

Wanda Unlvarstly professor Atsuo Talcanlshl, and his laboratory's students at a robot exhibition In 
Tokyo, Sunday.. The eyo robot expresses human feelings of |oy, sadness, anger, disgust, fear and surprise 
on Its face. 


th over 30% of households expected to have web 

SINGAPORE PLANS TO USE NET FOR CENSUS 

SINGAPORE (AP) — when Singapore’s popula- information via the Internet booths available 

Singapore will use the Don is expected to exceed Internet, government tele- for people to fill out the 

Internet to help take Its. 4 million, the Department vision reported. forms, 

population census in 2000, of Statistics will use data About 30 percent of The majority of the 
becoming the first country bases it already has on Singapore households are households will be con- 

in the world to do so, dwellings, age, gender, expected to have access to tacted through phone 

news media reported race and citizenship. the Internet by next year, interviews, The Straits 

Saturday. Information from 40,000 said Chief Statistician Paul Times reported. About 100 

The government hopes families will be collected Cheung. “So I hope the field agents, instead of the 

to save $29.7 million by through forms filed on the Internet will be the pre- 4.400 needed under the 

moving away from the old- Internet, said the reports. dominant mode for old system, will make 

fashioned, door-to-door This will make Singapore respondents." he was house calls, 

interview method, said the the first country in the quoted as saying. The gov- 

reports. In June 20 00, world to collect census ernment will also make 


information via the 

Internet, government tele- 
vision reported. 

About 30 percent of 
Singapore households are 
expected to have access to 
the Internet by next year, 
said Chief Statistician Paul 
Cheung. "So I hope the 
Internet will be the pre- 
dominant mode for 

respondents,” he was 

quoted as saying. The gov- 
ernment will also make 


Internet booths available 
for people to fill out the 
forms. 

The majority of the 
households will be con- 
tacted through phone 

interviews, The Straits 
Times' reported. About 100 
field agents, instead of the 
4,400 needed under the 
old system, will make 
house calls. 



Sears goes online 
with 2,000 products 

CHICAGO — Scars is boldly taking appliances where few 
appliances have gone before — onto the Internet. He 
retailing giant last week announced it will sell 2,000 
major appliances, including name-brands and parts, on 
its Soars Hired website beginning in March. In addition 
to purchasing washers, dryers, refrigerators, air condi- 
tioners. dishwashers, toasters, mircowaves, blender* 
tools, lawn and garden supplies and electronics, cus- 
tomers will be able to set up delivery, schedule repairs 
and obtain credit online. More than 4.2 million pans 
from 400 dillerent manufacturers and owner's manuals 
also will be available through Sears PartsDirect at 
http:ZAAWw.scars.coni/partsdirecl. Jane Thompson, pres, 
dent ol Sears Direct, said. "Hy going online with this total 
appliance offering, we are giving customers the conve- 
nience of online information and shopping, making it 
easy to buy online or to compare the sale in any of our 
stores across the nation" — United Press International. 

Iceland may witness 
first 'hydrogen economy' 

REYKJAVIK, Iceland — A German automaker has 
announced a research project that could create the 
world's first “hydrogen economy" on the island-nation of 
Iceland. Daimler Chrysler, oil giant Royal Dutch Shell, 
Norwegian conglomerate Norsk Hydra and an Icelandic 
business consortium Oikis have committed a total SI 
million ro test hydrogen-burning fuel cells that could 
replace gasoline-power in motor vehicles. The govern- 
ment of Iceland, which gets 67-percent of its energy from 
hydroelectric and geothermal sources, wants to increase 
its reliance on renewable energy. Daimler Chrysler saw 
one of the first tangible projects could be a fuel cell-pow- 
ered bus service in Reykjavik — United Press 
International. 

Over 60m checkout 
health on web - report 

NEW YORK — Sixty million people searched the WtirM 
Wide Web for health care information in the Iasi 8 
months. A new Harris poll found that 68 percent of the 
88 million people on-line have used the Internet in t 
last 12 months to look for healthcare information re at- 
ed lo a particular disease or medical Condition- 
Depression generated Lite most Interest. Nine tte * 
cent wanted information on that — United 
International. - — 
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YOUNG 

ITS NEVER TOO 
LATE TO CONNECT 


& OLD 


CHILDREN STILL NEED 
HANDWRITING LESSONS? 


FRANKFURT (DPA) — With a lit- 
tle insecurity, the old man uses 
the mouse to click on colored 
fields on a large computer 
soeen. For Heinrich Bauer it is 
the first excursion into the web 
of webs, otherwise known as 
the Internet. 

But even at 75 it’s not too late 
to get plugged into cyberspace, 
as the retiree illustrates. When 
he heard about a new Internet 
Cafe for seniors in Frankfurt, 
Germany, he got on the train. 

“I told myself. I'll have a look 
at that. I’ve never experienced 
the Internet, " Bauer said. A 
tutor in the cafe, which opened 
last February, gives Bauer an 
introduction and answers ques- 
tions. 

But senior citizens aren’t get- 
ting on the Internet only in 
Frankfurt, the financial center of 
Germany. Internet projects for 
senior citizens are under way 
almost everywhere an Internet 
connection is easily accessible. 

In the United States. 
SeniorNet, a non-profit group 
based in San Francisco, lias 
taken on the task of teaching 
computer skills to older citi- 
zens. 

“The opportunity to learn 
computers Improves seniors’ 
emotional and mental health,” 
says Oscar Bober, a SeniorNet 
teacher in his seventies. 

SeniorNet began as an exper- 


imental project at the University 
of San Francisco in 1986 and 
branched off in 1990. The orga- 
nization has experienced phe- 
nomenal growth in the past two 
years, according to the compa- 
ny. 

SeniorNet, with a Web pres- 
ence at www.seniornet.com, 
now claims over 27,000 mem- 
bers, offers classes in many 
areas throughout the United 
States, and also provides a dis- 
cussion forum on America 
Online, the world's largest com- 
mercial online service. 

JelT Finn, executive director of 
the non-profit SPRY Foundation 
(short for "Setting Priorities for 
Retirement Years") in 
Washington, D.C., an education 
and outreach group, applauds 
the work of SeniorNet and other 
efforts like it. 

Finn argues that communities 
everywhere need to acquaint 
seniors with computer technol- 
ogy and its potential usefulness 
to their lives. 

"We need to ensure that 
there an? learning centers in 
places where seniors naturally 
congregate," said Finn. 

The presence and availability 
of the Internet, though, is also 
drawing seniors to centers 
devoted to cyberspace. 

At the Internet Cafe in 
Frankfurt, the Internet and e- 
mail are no longer reserved for 


the younger generations. "At 
first, I thought I didn't have to 
know about this." says social 
pedagogue and initiator of the 
Frankfurt cafe Hildegard Brandt. 
"But in a few years, the Internet 
will be as widespread as the 
telephone - and today having no 
telephone means isolation." 

More than 300 people turned 
up to peer at the seven screens 
when the Frankfurt cafe 
opened. Computer and Internet 
classes were full immediately. 
Now additional classes will be 
offered to cut down on the cur- 
rent waiting periods of up to 
one year. 

Brandi was initially surprised 
by the level or interest among 
seniors. "Older people know 
very well that essential changes 
are taking place in society, and 
they don't want to be left nut. 
The fear of losing touch or nu 
longer being understand by the 
language of the grandchildren is 
great." 

Former screenwriter Hciner 
Michel, age 67. wanted In lie 
there. At the cafe, he used n 
computer for the first time in 
his life. "In January I sat in front 
of such a box for the first time." 

When lie overcame his initial 
tear, he realized that "it's really 
not that difficult!" Brandt shares 
that opinion. 

But older people rarely visit reg- 
ular Internet cafes tor fear of 


FORT WORTH (DPA) — The 20 
young children are straggling 
hard. Concentrated and with all 
due seriousness these first 
graders are trying to copy onto 
paper the letters of the alphabet 
their teacher has drawn onto die 
blackboard. It's morning at the 
Ridgiea Hills Elementary school in 
the Tbxan city of Port Worth. 

Most American kids leant to 
write by first learning to hand 
print individual letters. In third 
grade they graduate to the joined- 
up words necessary for cursive 
handwriting. At least, that's the 
way it's supposed to be. But many 
of the 20 kids in this Texan school 
will grow up without ever really 
learning cursive handwriting. 

“I want my daughter to have 
her own really good and personal 
handwriting style one day." said 
Rubin O’Day. mother of one oftlie 
gills in the Ridgiea Hills class. 

"Bui there really is a danger 
that there- is nut enough emphasis 
on reaching handwriting. More 
and more, computers and printed 
words dot ci mine nur lives. I don’t 
like this development at all. I 
believe that a flowing and individ- 
ual handwriting is a vitally impor- 
tant cultural good." O’Day said. 

c-inbarrassiug themselves. 

According to Brandt, regular 
Internet cafes are "meeting places 
for young people." The Frankfun 
Internet Cafe is designed for peo- 
ple age 50 and up. 

Customers gather information 


But tite current trend shows 
that handwriting is starting to dis- 
appear. In many US. classrooms 
cursive handwriting is no longer 
taught or used, the Fort Worth 
Star Telegram said in a recent arti- 
cle. 

Numerous parents of sdiool- 
age children seem to believe that 
cursiv writing is no more than a 
cumbersome reirc of the past. 
Why teach cursive writing if there 
arc already computers In kinder- 
garten? Who could possibly want 
to write a letter by hand when die 
Internet allows people to commu- 
nicate electronically and — more 
importantly — by keyboard? 

“A peisonal handwritten letter 
has much more hitinwcy and 
warmth than any Internet mes- 
sage or any typewritten page." 
said English Professor Bob Frye of 
Texas Christian University in Fort 
Worth. 

"Cwsiv still needs to be taught, 
even ii the children find it uncom- 
fortable, dillicnit and boring. Just 
as we shuuld still be able to do 
basic matliemaiical sums even 
though there- arc* electronic calcu- 
Intois," IT ye said. 

Some school districts seem to 
have realized the danger. "We 

together lor s|recilic projects, and e- 
inail addresses will be offered short- 
ly - making it possible to contact 
friends and relatives quickly and 
cheaply. 

Most customers .are still in the 
process of getting to know the 


have clearly neglected cursive 
writing," said Sherry Harris, who 1 
is in charge of elementary school- 
ing in Fort Wfarth. “This was a mis- 1 
take. Here in Fort Worth we are 
currently trying to encourage 
teachers to pay more attention to 
cursive writing." 

Even tlte Texas state education 
authorities have woken up the 
problem. Students arc expected 
to spend time developing their 
own writing styles, said a recent 
government memo. 

Some educationalists believe it 
is a mistake to first tench children 
to print letters and lint to teach 
them cursive writing until later. 
But it seems questionable 
whether the nrqjottty of US. 
sellouts will ever deviate from this 
practice. 

11 ten there are the children 
themselves. As a rule, American 
children have such poor handwrit- 
ing that mure and mure teachers 
.ue asking them to use a comput- 
er. Students’ handwi iiing is su had 
that teachers cannot dcciphei 
tlicii hoitrewnik. essays and class 
assignments. "Cursive is .i waste 
uf time, its old Mull," said John, 
age 11. in fuit Worth. 


linen tel. Iiifonnatiun about activities 
is sought atier die most. Hut even 
afiei tills short time. Brandt sees posi- 
tive results. “The pcopli? leave here 
will more sdf assurance. Many think 
Til never learn this,' but then realize 
that it's not so bad." 


BT MAY 'UNBUNDLE' HOME LINE MONOPLOY 


Rival* of British Tolecom 
JBT) want open accost to 
J ••••phono linos. But 
»"l* may not ho Iho 
panacea (hoy bollovo. 
Br* gr | p 0I1 fhe domM _ 

c and small buslnoss 
••locoms markot Is 
about to got a good 
‘•taking, 

LONDON — The attack gets 
“"tier way in earnest today 
when other telecoms compa- 
" les anr * Internet service 
Providers meet to decide how 
o orce BT to open up access to 
n* lines. 

Existing phone lines, imple- 

. *"! H modem about 

“bereieased in the US. could 

*;ir ds 0f more than 2 

2 8 b ’ tS P* se cond — 40 
, nH e a S . faster normal lines, 

;^“" tof ' h « lin «5i n t°UK 
and small businesses, a 


potentially lucrative market is 
being restricted. Oftel, the 
industry regulator, says there is 
not yet a case for action. 
Today’s meeting will give tele- 
com companies and Internet 
service providers a chance to 
influence the debate. 

In December Oftel produced 
a green paper examining the 
case for "unbundling" — open- 
ing up BT’s lines to competitors 
— in the light of the new high- 
speed data transfer technology, 
ft is calling for response from 
the industry by early March. 

Next week’s meeting, orga- 
nized by the Institute of 
Electrical Engineers, the British 
Computer Society and the 
Telecommunications Managers 
Association, is meant to pro- 
vide information on the techni- 
cal Issues surrounding the 
action that Oftel could take, 
and generate an informed 
response to the green paper. 

Peter Walker, Oftel’s tephnol- 
. ogy director, says that some ser : 


vice providers are demanding 
the unbundling of the network 
without even thinking about 
the implications. 

Unbundling has been carried 
out in the US — initially for the 
voice telephony networks — 
and has caused enormous tech- 
nical headaches. The main 
problem with many service 
providers using unbundled lines 
is "spectrum engineering": how 
to stop interference between 
the signals carried by different 
service providers. 

"If you allow a free-for-all on 
BT’s copper network there will 
undoubtedly be problems, ” says 

_ .4 

Martin Wfcrd. technical director of 
Marconi Communications. The 
Asynchronous Digital Subscriber 
Line (ADSL) system being used by 
BT In a west London trial can 
cross-talk badly. ' 1 

To county this problem, BT 


access to the wires, instead of 
handing over physical access to 
them. In a process known as 
bitstream access, BT would 
attach the necessary equipment 
for fast data transfer co a line 
leased to another operator. 
Indirect access is another 
option, which would mean BT 
operating a higher bandwidth 
public network, but making it 
accessible to competitors. 

Both of dtese options leave 
the difficult spectrum engineer- 
ing problems in BT's hands. 
"Although the purists, the 
lawyers and the consultants 
would say we must have 
unbundling, I'm not at all sure 
whether the real players — the 
other operators — want that ” 
says Ward. "What they want is 
foolproof access to customers: 
the fewer the infrastructure 
Issues they have to contend 
with, die better." 

1 Ward will outline other 
-options at the meeting.' Cable, 
radio, powerline and satellite 


networks are just as capable of 
providing the infrastructure for 
a fast data network, he says, 
and much of the groundwork 
has been done. “The digital 
satellite services on which it 
would - depend are just now 
coming onstream, and I think 
there will be cable modem 
deployment within months.” 

But, he points out. the 
uptake will depend on the pent- 
up demand, and no one is quite 
sure just how big diat is. "It’s 
very difficult- to predict, and I 
think that's one of th? reasons 
why operators are so nervous 
about immediate wide-scale 
deployment.” 

Users keen to avoid die 
world-wide wait are likely to 
hesitate when they see the 
price tag attached, to high- 
speed data transfer, I-Way, one 
of the ; Internet service 
providers tftat is partnering BT 
on the trial of the new service, 
is charging users £450 per 
month for access. 


"I don't think there is a con- 
sumer space for this yet - 1 think 
they’d love to have it, but I 
don't think they'd want to pay 
for it," says John Ranee, l-Way's 
- marketing director, 

*T get the impression that BT 
have rethought it, and are look- 
ing at it more as a SoHo (small 
office-home office] or business 
application, rather than a con- 
sumer product,” 

BT is well-placed co optimize 
its position in any emerging 
market, and to control the 
speed at which services 
become available. Peter Walker 
says Oftel is 'aware of this situa- 
tion, but - believes that other 
service , providers have little 
cause for complaint. BT's trial 
. was open to all in the industry, 
but very few came forward to 
take port. “I think the teal prob- 
lem Is that the rest of the Indus- 
try are n't the m s elves ready, '! hje 
' says. • . •/' 







22 SATELLITE LISTING 


07:00 Ma 



NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 
CHANNEL 

Australia's 
Animal Mystery 
00:00 Stolen Treasures of 
Cambodia 

00:30 About Asia: Working 
lister 

01 :00 Explorer 

02:00 Cairo Unveiled 

02:30 Lifeboat H 1 

03:00 Mixed Strand A Man, A 

Plan, A Canal 

04:00 Family Hour Owls, 

Kestrels & Roads 

04:30 The Florida Panther 

05:00 Lord Of The Everglades 

06:00 Mirror World 

07:00 Heroes Of The High 

Frontier 

08:00 Working Sister 
08:30 People & Places: 

Lootersl 

09:00 Stolen Treasures of 
Cambodia 

09:30 Borneo Beyond The 
3 rave v 

10:00 Inseclsl Insect Armies 
10:30 War Of Wings & Tongue 
11:00 Statue Of Liberty 
12:00 Family Hour: Last Frog 
12:30 Elephant Island 
13:00 Wild: Brother Wolf 
14:00 Australian Deserts 
15:00 The Okavango 
16:00 Blind Leading The Blind 
17:00 Wild: Brother Wolf 
18:00 Australian Deserts 
19:00 The Okavango 
20:00 Blind Leading The Blind 
21 :00 Statue Of Liberty 
22:00 Family Hour Last Frog 
22:30 Elephant Island 


01:00 Jouinal-Wilh — i» 

Interview 

01:30 Treasures Of The World 
01:45 Timeline 
02:00 Joumal-Mrt Dla Woche 
02:30 Projakt Zukunft-Das 
Zukunftsmagazln 
03:00 Journal-WIth Interview 
03:00 Journal-Con La Semana 
03:30 Germany Live 
04:00 Joumal-MIt Interview 
04:30 Das Ends Der Odyesee 
05:00 Joumal-WHh The Week 
05:30 Arte Unllmlted-The Cultural 
Magazine 

08:00 Joumal-MIt Interview 

08:30 Schaurplatz Deutschland 

07:00 Joumal-With Interview 

07:30 Treasures Of The World 

07:45 Timeline 

08:00 Joumal-MIt Die Woche 

08:30 Projekl Zukuntt-Das 

Zukunftamagazln 

09:00 Joumal-With Top 8 tory 

09:30 Germany Live 

10:00 Joumal-MIt Tagaslhema 

1 0:30 Das Ende Der Odyaeae 

1 1 :QO Journal-WIth Top Story 

1 1:30 Arts Unllmlted-The Cultural 

Magazine 

12:00 Journal-Mil Itagealhama 
12:30 Schauplatz Deutschland 
13:00 Joumal-W(1h Top Story 
1 3:30 Treasures of The World 
13:45 Timeline 

14:00 Jcurnal-MH Tagaslhema 
14:30 Projakt Zukunff-Dae 
Zukunftamagazln 
15:00 Joumal-WIth Top Story 
15:30 Germany Uve Weimar 
1 8:00 Journal-MIt Tagaslhema 
16:30 Nahaulnahme 
1 7:00 Joumal-Wllh Top Story 
17:30 Arts Unlimited-Tine Cultural 
Magazine 

18:00 Journal-Mil Tagaslhema 
18:30 Deutschland Haute 
19:00 Joumal-With Top Story 
1 9:30 The End Ol The Odyssey 
20:00 Joumal-MIt Tagaslhema 
20:30 Palltik Aktuell-Das 
Polhlkmagazin 

21:00 Joumal-With Top Story 
21:30 Germany Today 
22:00 Journal-Mil Tagesthema/ 
Journal- Con Terns Del Die 
22:30 Nahaulnahme 
23:00 Joumal-With Top Story 
23:30 Tomorrow Today-Millennium 
Magazine 

00:00 Journal-Mil Tageathema 
00:30 Deutschland Heute 


09:30 Nordic Skiing 
10:30 Alpine Skiing 
111:30 LIVE Nordic Skiing: 
World Championships In 
Ramsau, Austria 
12:30 Swimming 
13:15 LIVE Nordic Skiing: 
World Championships in 
Ramsau, Austria 
14:30 Luge 
15:00 Tennis 

16:30 LIVE Alpine Skiing: 

World Cup In Are, 

Sweden 

17:30 Nordic Skiing 
18:00 LIVE Football: European 
Futaal Championship 
1999 In Granada, Spain 
10:30 LIVE Alpine Skiing: 

World Cup In Are, Sweden 
20:15 Xtrem Sports 
21 :00 LIVE Football: European 
Futaal Championship 
1999 In Granada, Spain 
22:30 LIVE Football: European 
Futsal Championship 
1999 In Granada, Spain 
00:00 Football 
00:30 Alpine Skiing 
02:30 Close 


WORLD 



15:15 
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r ? 

Hard Talk 

r j 

BBC World New 
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w 

00 The W 
30 


02:30 Naked Truth | JP \r» 

02:55 Spin City 

03:25 Married With IKESfSl 

Children 

03:50 Homicide: Life On The 
Streets 

04:40 One LlfeToLlva 
05:30 General Hospital 
06:20 Sunset Beach 
07:10 Houston Knights 
08:00 1 Married Dora 
08:25 Designing Women 
08:50 Minor Adjustments 
09:15 Lost On Earth 
09:40 Step By Step 
10:05 Silver Spoons 
10:30 Family Matters 
10:55 One Ula To Uve 
11:46 General Hospital 
12:35 Sunset Beach 
13:25 Houston Knights 
14:15 1 Married Dora 
14:40 Designing Women 
16:05 Minor Adjustments 
16:30 Lost On Earth 
15:55 Step By Step 
18:20 8 ltver Spoons 
16:46 Moon Over Miami 
17:35 Family Matters 
18:00 HlgNander The Series 
l9:00Moeeha 


19:30 The Nanny 
20:00 Maximum Bob 
21 :00 Homicide: Lila on The 
StreelB 

22:00 Naked Truth 
22:30 Spin City 

23:00 The New Adventure Robin 
Hood 

00:00 The Closer 
00:25 Nawsradlo 
00:50 Charmed 
01:40 Michael Hayes 


04:00 Tank Girt 
06:00 Mare Attacks 
08:00 Charokaa Kid 
10:00 Bettlejuice 
12:00 Moonaturck 
14:00 Zeua And Roxanne 
16:00 Vegaa Vacation 
18:00 Zeua And Roxanne 
20:00 The Other Side Ol The Law 
22:00 Heaven And Earth 
00:00 Repossessed 
02:00 Heaven And Earth 


HnmwwiIT 


05:30 Judge 


06:00 El in Focus 
07:00 Jeopardy (r) 

07:30 Wheal Of Fortune 

08:00 Hollywood Squares 

08:30 Sally Jessy Reaphael 

09:30 El Uncut 

10:00 The Rosaanne Show 

11 :00 Sunshine Cuisine 

1 1 :30 Cooking Secrets Ol The CIA 

12:00 El News Dally 

12:30 El FYE 

13:00 Sally Jessy Raphael 

14:00 El Behind The Scenes 

14:30 Movie TV 

16:00 Travel Update 

15:30 TSC 

16:30 Vldeofashlon 

17:00 The Rosaanne Show 

18:00 Jeopardy 

18:30 Wheel Of Fortune 

19:00 Hollywood Squeres 

19:30 Judge Judy 

20:00 El Comln Attractions 

20:30 El Behind The Scenes 

21:00 El FYE 

21 :30 El Mysteries & Scandals 
22:00 Vldeofashlon 
22:30 Media TV 
23:00 Talk Soup 
23:3Q El News Dally(r) 

00:00 Jerry Springer 
01:00 Sally Jessy Raphael(r) 


01 :00 The Pope OF " iiiur ji 
Greenwich Village iUlilfli 
03:00 Midnight Cowboy 
05:00 My Favourite Year 
07:00 What's Up Doc? 

09:00 East Ol Eden 
11:00 Rocky V 

1 3:00 Prisoner Of 2nd Avenue 
15:00 Splendor In The Grass 
17:00 Seven Brides For Seven 
Brothers 

19:00 Police Academy 
21:00 Cuba 
23:00 Caddyahack 


SHOWTfMIE 


03:00 Century Of 

Dtacovariea ■ JCTC „ 

04:00 Discovery 
Profile Series 
05:00 Go For III 
06:00 Ushuaia 
07:00 The New Explorers II 
08:00 Travelers 
00:00 Lonely Planet II 
10:00 Inntfmate Escapes 
10:30 InnHmata Escapes 
11:00 Eyewitness 
11:20 Spalt 
12:00 GO Forltl 
1 3:00 The New Explorers II 
14:00TravsleiB 
16:00 Inntimate Escapes 
15:30 Inntimate Escapes 
16:00 Ushuaia 
17:00 Lonely Planet II 
18:00 The Shark RJea 
10:00 The Ultimata Glide ' 
20:00 Lost CtvfflzaUona 
21:00Ttauma 
21i30Trauma . > 

22:00 Discovery P raffias Series 




23:00 Go For III 
00:00 Lonely Planet III 
01:00 The Ultimate Guido 


02:00 Sunday Night 
Music Mix 
05:00 Night Vidoos 
07:00 Klckstart 
08:00 Top Selection 
09:00 Klckstart 
10:00 Non Stop Hits 
13:00 MTV Data Videos 
14:00 Non Stop Hits 
17:00 Select MTV 
19:00 Hltlist UK 
20:00 So 90's 
21:00 Top Selection 
22:00 MTV Data Videos 
23:00 Amour 
00:00 MTVID 
01:00 Superock 



I The UirySamlvrs 

I live ry body lows Knyniowl 
I Cheers 
I Evening Shade 
I Party uflivi 1 
I hitcrtaiiiiiiciii Tonight 
I Tlu? Nanny 
I Mad About Toil 
I Boston Common 
I Thu Steve liurvuy Show 
I Seinfeld 
I Single fitly 

I The l urry Sander!! Show 
I Daves World 
I Party of Five 
I Mad About You 
I Boston Common 
) The Steve Harvey Show 
) Single Guy 
) Seinfeld 


02 :QU Star Vrak-ThTjl 
Next Generation " 
03:00 SfeStaMnin 
04:00 Arllas 
04:30 Pacific Buie 
05:30 Blue Heelars 
06:30 TV Movie 
08:30 Inside Edition 
09:00 Pacific Blue 
10:00 High Tide 
11:00 Real TV 
11:30 Blue Heelers 
12:30 inside Edition 
13:00 The Commhh 
14:00 Pacific Blue 
15:00 BayWalch 
16:00 High Tide 
17:00 Fast Track 
18:00 Real TV 
16:30 Premier League 
Highlights 
19:30 Pensacola 
20:30 Psl Factor 
21 :30 The Premier Match 
23:30 Inside Edition 
00:00 Silk Stalking 
01:00 Pensacola 


15:15 Dallas 
16:00 Kasandra 
18:30 Maple Town 
19:30 French News 
19:45 English Nbw 9 
20:00 Fame 
21:00 Telefun 
22:30 TV Movie 
02:30 Moon Lighting 
03:30 Dallas 
04:30 Stade 
07:30 Video Clips 
06:00 Maple Town 




07:00 Yan Can Cook 
08:30 Sports 
14:00 Flash News/Uve 
15:15 Mondial 98 
18:00 Movie 
20:00 News 
23:00 LA. Heat 
nn:QQTefe 8 port. _ 
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* • hose bom on February 22 tend to dissolve their ego away 

ji in the service of a meaningful cause. Their personal world 

S nwy be an intricate and complex one, their emotions pro- 
foundly sensitive, yet they do not allow this to be tlieir principal 
concern, and radier turn tiwir spodiglit out on the worid. illumi- 
nating worthy ideals and goals. 

February 22 people generally believe In the greatest good for 
the greatest number In diis sense, their democratic, perliaps 
patriotic feel Bigs run high. Not infrequently, they find themselves 
flipporting or leading the cause of their dan. organization, com- 
munity, even counuy Hawevec the most higWy evoked people 
bom on this day liave ideals that teach far beyond municipal or 
national bordets. Lovers of universal freedom, high idealists, they 
wish tliat aS enjoy tire blessings of a good Me, without threat of 

granny or oppression. 

fcbniary 22 people have a strict sense of duty and can be 
rather stem and unforgiving. When tliey make mistakes, tliey 
(time down my hard on dtemsdves. They also suffer greatly 
when Urey have gone against dreir own personal code, wirctlier 
for reasons of expediency or survival. Tliey muse learn to be less 
hard on themselves, and more accepting of circumstances os tliey 
are. Fcbnury 22 standards are often too high for ariyoite (includ- 
ing dremseives) to ever live up to. 

HvHtgli, as mentioned. Februniy 22 people often dissolve 
av.a y their ego in die servin’ of their work, this does not mean 
rival they arc necessarily easygoing in personal rdarionships. 
IVrspIte the fact tliat they can appear open to a variety ofex|Xrri- 
nvo. tlteir likes and dislikes are proitounred. even fixed, in addi- 
ikn, ilrcy win pull ik> pundres wlien moldirg dreir displeasure 
krwzwii tn dreir partner. 

lbose horn on dris day are frequently critical of tlteir society 
.xlopting a revolutionary or avant-garde stance. Not pamailarfy 
opiimistk*. they realisdcally assess the slrortcomrirgs of everyone 
and everything. Less liighly evolved individuals bom on dris day 
•an'c help but see all tire imperfections around than, but droose 
to do milling most orthe rime, vacillating between gnnirbling 4 
aid aimlessly striking out in rebellion. ‘Elrosc February 22 peo- ^ 
plv who come to accept social inequities against dreir idealistic 
nature ran sink into a deep pessimism. 

Because of dreir capadt to put personal desire aside, February 
22 people are capable of making magnerir leaders who instill 
gTvJi loyalty in dreir followers. Certainly nor everyone bom on 
this day will have the opportunity to excrrisc authority as an 
employer, manager or political leader. However, should the need 
arise to call for assistance or support, tliey will Ik able to demand 
peat sacrifice from colleagues, family arid friends. 


Today is Monday. Feb. 22, the 53rd day of 1999 with 312 to follow. 

Hue li V..iJungi> in's hnliil.iv. 

lire is nr iis liiM •ituiu-L 

flic iiHHiilni; siji it M,n» 

1 lie vvening ci.iia .in- Mams, Wiiiiv |upm-i .mil s.Hiirn. 

T hose bom on this date are under the sign of Pisces. Tliey indude George 
Washington, first president of the United Stares, in 1732; Gemian philosopher 
Arthur Schopenhauer In 1788; poet, diplomat and editor James Lowell in 1819: 
Englishman Robert Baden-Powell, founder of the Boy Scout movement, and German 
physidst Heinrich Hem. discoverer of radio waves, both in 1857; Frederic Chopin 
(Polish composer, master pianist); poet Edna St. Vincent Millay in 1892: TV produc- 
er Sheldon Leonard in 1907; actors Robert Young in 1907. John Mills in 1908 (age 
91). and Paul Dooley in 1928 (age 711; Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, D-Mass., in 1932 
(age 67); filmmaker Jonathan Demme in 1944 (age 55); basketball player "Dr. J" Julius 
Erving in 1950 (age 49); actors Kyle MacLachlan in 1959 (age 40). Jeri Ryan ("Star 

TTek: Voyager") in 1968 (age 31). and Drew] , \, r m , . , 

^^Barrymore in 1975 (age 24). 1 ,L ■ J ■ ■' 



MONDAY. FEB. 22, 1999 
By Stella Wilder 

B orn today, you have been 
endowed with many great 
and exciting talents which 
were surely evident and already 
in development when you were 
quite young. You are the kind of 
individual who attracts atten- 


2 


tion wherever you go. Whether 
you like it or not, it's something 
you're going to have to get 
used to! Your natural talents, 
combined with supreme confi- 
dence. will surely lead you into 
one challenging endeavor after 
another. However, you're likely 
to suffer your share of disap- 
pointments as a result of taking 


T l hose bom on February 22 am j 
most often apt to ignore their 
licalth. Tliey may one day be 
forced by disease to seek treatment if 
tliey don't more naively engage in pre- 
ventive practices. Staying hiformcd as to 
current medical kwlih research and pos- 
sible homeopathic and holistic Lines 
may prove beneficial. if not to them- 
selves. ilren to their family. Hiking vita- 
min and mineral supplements and eat- 
ing a low-far diet featuring plenty or 
fresh fruits and vegetables is n guod strut 
for them. Vigorous exercise is recom- 
mended foi February 22 people, includ- 
ing aerobics, miming, weight hiring, 

, ocean swimming or climbing, and |>os- 
sibly competitive team spoits. 

i. f,‘; !'■)_ I I. «;•>); ; Jl 

-v ii* v j,.; : ,- 


r on too much too soon at any 
\ given juncture. Still, you 
t believe in the “live and learn" 

, approachl 

- It is essential that you choose 
) your life partner with tremen- 
r dous care. If you enter into a 
f relationship that is really not 

- for you, you're sure to suffer 
5 tremendous guilt and disap- 


ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY 

In’ 1819, a treaty with Spain ceded 
Florida to die United Stares. . 

In 1862,JeffettonDavte was. inau- 
gurated as the regular president of 
the Confederate States of America, 
y ;ln 1972, Presideu/Nlxon arrived 
in Beijifig 6n*a hj$t6ri<J Visit to Cjiimil 
■' Ip 1973, 1 smell Tighter planes shot 
down- an unarmed Libyan <mmhfcr- 
dal aidiner, '-killing -106 of. .the. 113 
jieople Aboard. '■ 

in 1987, the Uirfted States, jjqwh. 
West Germany, Britaih, -ftmtee and 
Canada agreed to cooperate to Stem 
tire decline of dollar. : 

Also in 1987, artist Andy, Warhol 
died of heart failure at age 58. 

In 1991; Iraq began setting fire to 
dozens of 'oil facilities in. occupied 
Kuwait. 

In 1993, the U.N. Security Council 
voted to form an international war 
crimes tribunal to try those accused 
of such offenses during the ethnic 
fighting in lire Ihmier Yugoslavia. 

Also in 1993, CBS announced that 
David l.ettormnn would remain In 
New York and broadcast tnnn the 
uld Ed Sullivan Theater on 
Broadway. 

In 1995, at a news conference, 
British Prime Minister John Major 
and his Irish counterpart, John 
Bniton, unveiled a plan they hoped 
would bring pence to Northern 
Ireland. 

In 1998, Iraq averted IJ.S. miliraiy 
intervention when it agreed to nlluvv 
UN weapons inspectors to resume 
their work. 


pointment. The cor rect choice, 
on the other hand, can open 
the door to untold content- 
ment in every aspect of your 
life. 

To see what is in store for you 
tomorrow, find your birthday 
and read the corresponding 
paragraph. Let your birthday 
star be your daily guide^ 
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THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
ABOU L MARY 
3 : 30/6 : 30/ 8 : 30 
/l 0:30 
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6:30/8:30/1 0:45 
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ACROSS 

1 Comes up 
7 Sounded 
like a 


13 Dedicate 

14 Cry of 
triumph 

15 Wreath for 
the head 

16 Innate 

17 Over there 

18 Greek 
island 

20 Orthodon- 
tist's deg. 

21 Endeavor 

25 More in 

need ole 
cleaning 

28 Bert's 
roommate 

32 Direction 
reversal 

33 Fish traps 

34 Was 
concerned 

35 Predictor's 
deck 

36 The ones 
here 

37 Paint 
remover 

39 Decorative 
Interlaced 
lines 


> 1 . 1 / • 


41 Chum 

44 Hill, In 
Hebrew 

45 Word in a 
Poe title 

46 Perform 
excessively 

51 Regelfur 

54 Mete out 

55 Give back 

56 HouBeand 
grounds 

57 Affirmed 

DOWN 

1 Call It 

2 Nevada city 

3 Terrible 


4 TUrf 

5 Parisian 
season 

8 Arab, e.g. 

7 Type of 
religion 

8 Race 

9 Globe 

10 Social 
misfit (el.) 

11 Pieced out 

12 Moms' 
mates 

19 On top of, 
to Byron 

21 Not moving 

22 Flammable 


SEE SOLUTION TOMORROW 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


BHHDEB UHBIIEJB 
□HHEJEJli] 00QE0B 
UlllHBEJS IflBElHEO 

man saa hdh 

0BHB HtJGJ UHB0 
masa QUCJMBS 

tiuil UWId 

BSH E1HLL1 

mumm mn uuhb 

mnm kjiju hhq 

UUUIIWU QEUBEID 

bhsidhb Quai^a 


materiel 

23 Alloy of tin 
and copper 

24 NAFTA, e.g. 

25 Passage- 
way 

26 The 
Beehive 
Stale 

27 Positive 

29 Actor 
Robert 
Da- 

30 Steel- 
maker's 
necessity 

31 Rome's 
Villa d’— 

37 Top gun 

38 Dieter's 


vegetable 

40 Make 
amends 

41 Tiny skin 
opening 

42 Gardner 
etel. 

43 Estonian’s 
neighbor 

45 Name of 
twelve 


46 Regarding 

47 Wetch over 

49 Long Inlet 

50 Lower-case 
[completer 

52 Female ruff 

53 Rockies, 
e.g. (abbr.) 
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A STAR FOR 
ANDY 5IP0WICZ 


1 . minis Franz got a star 
I) on the Hollywood Walk 
-■ of Fame today. The 
Emmy-winning actor is host 
known as the gruff. politically 
incorrect Detective Andy 
Sipowicz on "NYPD Blue." lie 
was also a regular on “Hill 
Street Blues." and appeared in 
the movies "Blow Out," 
"Dressed to Kill" and “Die Hard 
•> ■■ 


TRIBUTE FOR 
WOODY GUTHRIE! 


rlo Guthrie will headline 

/V 

! a tribute ro his late dad. 

* M, 

Woody, Saturday in Los 
Angeles. Arlo will lead family 
members in a performance of 
his father's songs, and the 
highlight of the evening will be 
a screening of “I’ve Sung This 
Song: Preserving the Woody 
Guthrie Legacy." The film fea- 
tures recently restored, never- 
before-seen footage of the leg- 
endary American folksinger. 

BUY YOUR 

& ti! t i? > : 5 

Ai « 


Phone: 5850350 

hctptj/www.muslcboqo.coin 
e-mail: jbesanl@muslcboxjo.co 


WHAT'S NEXT 
FOR JENNA? 


Hollywood Reporter 
jj says Jenna Fllm.m is in 
A final talks to co-sl.tr with 
Edward Norton and lien Stiller 
in "Keeping the F.iitli." Oscar- 
noininee Norton is also direct- 
ing the movie, described as a 
romantic comedy about two 
boyhood friends who grow up 
to become a priest and a labbi 
- and whose friendship is test- 
ed when they both fall in love 
with the same woman. 


HIS DAD'S A STAR, 
BUT SO WHAT? 


"i tephen Root, who plays 
> radio station owner Jimmy 
1 . -'James on "NewsRadio,” 
also does a voice on “King of 
the Hill.” He says his 10-year- 
old son Cody hasn't been much 
of a fan of “NewsRadio." pre- 
ferring to watch “King of the 
Hill" instead. But Root tells UP1 
that Cody has switched over to 
“NewsRadio" lately. Why? 
Because it's wltat his buds are 
watching. 


SHANIA NOT 
IMPRESSED WITH 
HERSELF 


,. , hania Twain’s Ians thinks 
h she’s gorgeous, hut 
' Shania does not agree. 
She tells USA Weekend she can 
"look good in pictures" but 
she does not think she is pret- 
ty. She figures not everyone 
gets who she Is - that lots of 
folks think of her as a little 
puppet, a studio creation. But 
she says she’s been performing 
since she was eight, and any- 
way, she has already achieved 
her idea of success - enough 
food and a house. 


CRYING ON THE 
INSIDE??? 


• , , ( ill Mm i. iv letuimm iuls 
I V ■dialing i he buidens ol 
jl evei vil.iv file because 
"it's lonelv nlherwise." The 
star « »l the new movie, 
"Kushinoie" lolls I 1 , trade maga- 
zine lh.it ii "makes you more 
human" to shaie someone 
vise's pain ami feel what they 
feel. Mm ray's next project is a 
stage production nl “Hamlet" 
in New York, in which he will 
play Polunius. liven though it's 
a tragedy. Murray figures 
"Shakespeare knew there were 
laughs there," but the chal- 
lenge is to find the laughs “and 
at the same time make the 
drama work." 


HESTON, WITH 
BOTH BARRELS 


, .harlton Heston, who is 
(j recovering from ireat- 
. •• me lit lor prostate cancer, 
has a few choice words for 
President Clinton and two well- 
known Hollywood liberals. In 
an interview with 'IV Guide, 
I lesion doubts that the presi- 
dent ought to puisne work in 
Hollywood when he leaves the 
White I louse because, as a stu- 
dio executive, lie would have 
to work for a boss and "a pres- 
ident can't have a buss." He 
says Alec I laid win was “two or 
three steps over the line" with 
some ovcr-the-lop remarks he 
made on a late night TV show. 
And he says Warren Beatty is 
“obviously a strong liberal.. .but 
not as much of one as he was." 
Heston also said, cryptically, 
that he's not sure Beatty 
“would like me to talk about 
his feelings about Clinton." 
Heston just finished shooting 
"Town and Country" with 
Beatty. 


|WATERCOOl!j 

ST0RU5 


MOMFlGmssOtti 


A suburban QKagouKof,,,' 
Mting Iter local sdwold^ii 
allegedly failing topntaikra- 


Gail Zak aMeges flag- 
lawoHoraetowi Sdnd 
□5 showed Teddes^; 

Ibrllw safety" of her sniDet' 


Derek sustained a ms' 
when he was aHepfyfei 
senseless by another stufcti- 
tlw Hometown School ; 

Tie suit alleges da fc£‘ 
didn't follow Its own poinz, 1 
remove the aggressor fimb 
dassroomeventhou^ihtW; 
history of disdpSne ptobferra ■ 

Ql. MEMORABlli 


iiaiimi] 


A Denver talk Slav has, 4 
paid diousands ofdoBmttt 
tion Tuesday for OJ. fig?;' 
mei norafafla. destroyed the e 
Wednesday n fiont of dcL- 
Angeles courthoux vSi 
Simpson was acqiitred of mi 
d larges in 1995. 

BobEnyaitsettwocfSop 
football jerseys on fire andiR 
sledgehammer to de«ra ■ 
plaque, wfiidi wre seiwfi r 
Simpson as part of the fWi 
lion (M judgment againS^ 
thejioie 1 994 killings otfe r ' 
wife, Nicole Blown Simwr 
lier friend, Ronald CoWmB 

NOIENMUffiffl 

AUY'TOBSWf 

SWTE 
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PAR SCORE 105-115 RACK4 

by JUDD four rack total 

TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN 

DIRECTIONS: Make a 2 to 7 letter word from the letters in each row. Add 
pofnls of each word, using scoring directions at right. 7-letter words get 50-point 
bonus. "Blanks" used as any letter have no point value. All Judd's words are in 
The Official Scrabble Players Dictionary (Merriam-Webster) and OSW Official 
Scrabble Words (Chambers). JUDD’S SOLUTION TOMORROW 

2-22-00 © 1899. United Feature Syndicate. Inc. 


WORDY GURDYl 


1TV6WI w W III# m BY TRICKY RICKY KANG 
l.Town square I n an Israeli alrtp (2 ) Every answer ts a rtiymlng 
[~1 pair of words dike FAT CAT 

— — — L_J aiidnOUBLETKOUBIJSi.aiul 

l. Seasoning for Chinese stdedlah ( 1 1 they will fll lii tlie Idler 

| |JDP| squares. Tfic number nllrr the 

— d — — — — — — — — definition (cltsjeu how many 

L±PfijL°!-g-^^_gi[>ut d(t) ^ syllables in enchwoitl. 

4. 8uperb school mualc ffroup U) 


S. Country ringer GUI's yellow fruits (3) ® ,8MUnl « syndicai* he 


6. One who cuts nighttime footwear <g) 


7. Brings up the subject of Raid toi-aete (2) 


Sea 

solution 

tomorrow 


Solution to yesterday's Wordy Gurdy 

1. TYNES WINES 2. LEAF THIEF 3. TAUT DART 4. BUYS FLIES 
0. RHONDAS IIONDAS C. NOTAB I JE POTABLE 7. SHORTAGE SHORTAGE 






Something on vour awnDj ■> THAT6 A SiJRe Sign of 
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on The phone a lot m \ l^*\ 1 ' 


Cowe on. a K^giRiHPAy 

16 iMTOf^TAMT, ANP P^oPl £ 
OU&T NATURAliy WANTfo 
CeteBRATe. 
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GRAMS SOLUTION TO PREVIOUS GAME 


£ 1 090. United Feature Syndicate. Inc 


[|] |xT] [U] [d7] [a] [t7] [e] 
0 0 [r7) [1] [a] [a] 

Ml] [eT| [tT) [r7] |oT| [sT| 

5illli]®00[EI[E 

S0B00H0 


RACK 1 = 


RACK 2 


RACK 3 = 


RACK 4 


RACK 5 



AAoiA GRIP yovfo HElPME- 
GlVe OUT CATALOGUES FoK 


IT WON'T SB READy R3R 
ANtSTHEP HOUR.HoNEy-. 


toivtrciui LHIHl-"V3uco rwiN HniOlnteK nwui^.rtunisy-. ■ 
My SCHOOL TbNIQHT, PADDV. ANO IT VJOUt-0 &B Nicff To 
CAN WE GO Now? g- 11H g a GO WHILE IT'S SltU. LIGHT 


eVBRVtoNE SEEMS SO EAGER 
fO StTM E OUT OF WE 
HOI3GE, APRIL. DO 1 SMSLL 
A RAT? 


-THatSs HOVJ MOM 


PAR SCORE 190-200 
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Niels Wilhelm Cade was bom in 
Copenhagen on this day in 1817. 

Cade was a teen-ager by the time Brnlims 
was born bur lived until 1890 when Brahms 
had but seven years to go. In his time, Cade 
was well-known to the same people who 
knew the music of Brahms. Wagner, 
Schumann and Berlioz. 

The son of a musical instrument maker, 
Cade studied piano, violin and guitar. He 
played violin in the Copenhagen Symphony. 

His major works include eighe symphonies 
and a string octet in F. Until Nielsen came 
along, Gade was the great Dane of com- 
posers. 

BORIS NOTf.OOfM:NOU<;il? 

Moussorgsky’s opera “Boris Gudonov" 
was rejected by the Mariinsky Theater on 
this date in 1871. Moussorgsky immediately 
began adding the current third act. 

Ill KJO WOI l ; 

The prolific and talented songwriter Hugo 
Wolf died in a Vienna insane asylum on this 
day in 1903. He was 43 years old. Wolf was 
committed after announcing that he had 
appointed himself the direcror of the Vienna 
Opera. 

KlMIK:’:: Ivoknkh 

"A most inexplicable hodgepodge." 

That's one of the kindler, gentler parts of a 
review published on this date in 1896. O-L 
Cape n wrote in the Boston journal that the 
piece he had heard the Boston Symphony 
perform was "musical obscenity of the most 
unique and remarkable description." 

The work he was so upset by7 

"Till Eulenspiegel's Merry Pranks." 

simi»u: <riri 

Virgil Thomson - better remembered as a 
critic with the New York Herald TVibune than 
as the able composer he also was - wrote a 
piece called "Symphony on a Hymn Hine." It 
was premiered on this date in 1945. 

VILLA-1 JOIIOS'S WEIRDEST IDEA 

On this day in 1940, Heitor Villa-Lobos, 
pushing 60 and scraping the bottom of the 
barrel for inspiration.. .is that too rough on 
the poor guy? Let's just skip to what the man 
did on February 22nd, 1 940. He took a photo 
of New York City...traced the skyline onto a 
staff. .and composed "New York Skyline" for 
solo piano. 


^ a maniac is stalking a quaint 
^ New England college killing 

$ Woff students and faculty alike 
^ in a demented re-enactment of local grisly 
,/Cs folkrales in this scream-of-consciousness teen 
horror flick. Though predictable and familiar in 
approach it has its scary moments - a dark form slow- 
ly rising out of the backseat with axe in hand always 
creates a stir. Starring Alicia Witt as a student with 
ties to most of the victims, determined to stop the 
slaughter with sometimes dubious help from Jared 
Leto and Rebecca Gayheart. 1998. 99 minutes. 
Columbia TViStar Home Video. Rated R. 


iA. up* emardo Bertolucci’s remark- 
jLcable, Oscar-winning 1987 
^ JLJPsaga makes its DVD debut 

and returns to videocassette in an expand- 
ed three and a half-hour director's cut version. 

Inspired by a true story, the film tells of Pu Yi, the 
last emperor of China, crowned when only three years 
old and cloistered in the Forbidden City until forced 
by political upheaval to venture, as a young man, into 
the outside world for the first time. With John Lone, 
Joan Chen, Peter O'Toole and some magnificent 
scenery, it won nine Academy Awards including one 
for best picture. From Artisan Entertainment, rated 
PG-I3. 218 minutes DVD and VHS. (Also available in 
162-minute VHS version.) .-jnr-*. __ 



, pice Girl Mel B has given birth to a 5.5- 
pound daughter at London's Portland 
^ Hospital, three weeks before her due 
date of March 10. The baby, which has been 
named Phoenix, was born at 6:42 p.m. (1:42 
p.m. EST). The mother and daughter are 
doing fine, her husband Jimmy Gulzar said.- 
"The birth went just smooth and she 
sends you a!) her love," added Gulzar. 

The three other members of the Spice 
Girls Issued a joint statement saying: “We 
are very proud of.Melanie - it was true girl 
power. We are all Spice aunties now." 

Melanie Brown - otherwise known as 
Scary Spice - married Gulzar in a ceremony 
in September 1998. Fellow SpiCe Girl 
Victoria Adams is also expecting a child. 'due 
later this month. 







Look out, Truman. Here comes Mary. "The 
Truman Show" held onto No. I on the Billboard video 
rental chart for the third straight week, but that brash 
comedy “There's Something About Mary" leaped 
onto the chart all the way to No. 2. "Out Of Sight" 
dropped to third, one slot ahead of another newcom- 
er, Disney’s "Mulan," which shot to the top of the 
sales chart. 

Coming up: Drew Barrymore in a Cinderella love 
story "Ever After" and Kurt Russell in the sci-fi action- 
er "Soldier"... 

Good news for DVD fans. When Disney releases "A 
Bug’s Life" on VHS and DVD on April 20. the animat- 
ed hit will be digitally transferred from the computer 
to DVD directly for the first time, further enhancing 
the picture, in the past, computer-animated films 
were first transferred to film and then to DVD... 

New in video stores. "The Thin Red Line." No, not 
the current Oscar-nominated, three-hour World Wbr 
II epic but rather its much less ambitious 1964 pre- 
decessor, Itself a tough little movie about two very 
different soldiers waging war on the Japanese and 
each other... 

Four more early Bob Hope movies are hitting the 
video shelves, Including his first starring role in 
1938’s "Thanks For The Memory" .. . Tinky Winky and 
gang are ■ back on video in "Teletubbies Nursery 
Rhymes" to introduce pre-schoolers to "Humpty 
Dumpty," “Jack and Jill," “Little Miss Muffet" and oth- 
ers... 

For the '60s nostalgic, the animated exploits of 
those mighty Marvel Comics heroes, Captain 
America, Spiderman, The Incredible Hulk et al, are 
now on video with six videocassettes, each with two 
episodes from their vintage TV series... Likely helped 
along by Jeff Gordon’s dramatic victory In the 
Daytona 500, ESPN Video has released a three-volume, 
set featuring NASCAR's "greatest" races, rivalries and 
drivers. 




TODAY IN POP MUSIC HISTORYj 

Today's birthdays Include Oliver - real In 1993. rite U-S Supreme Court refuadh ’ 
name, Oliver Swoffferd - who was born .» Liwstiit against Chuck Berry from a Mlno?*! 
In 1945 (age S4). He had hits In 1969 ci Hire to federal court. Berry was being sodf 
with the songs "Good Morning women who said he videotaped them 
Sfarshlne" and "Jean." Also born toitlmmm at his restaurant near St. Lous. Ife n ' 
today.. Michael Wilton, guitarist with tended the suit was racially motivated. • 
Queonsryche, In 1962 (age 37) 1,1 lUile’s "Live Through This” was nr«! 

the best allmm of 1994 in the Village Vbicpu^! 
; . survey of rock critics. 

In 19%. the female rap trio TLC ted withh 
In 1956, Elvis Presley's "Heartbreak Hotel" nominations lor the 1 0th annual Soul lion fat 
ntered the charts and began its rise to the top. Awni ^ s ‘ 

in 1968, "The Silent Sun" - the debut single from Ala0 m l996 ’ Poinler Sister brotherinl w j t & 
ienesis - was released. llnwnes sentenced to 240 hours ofoomnuz! 

Also in 1968. Marc Bolin's lyrannusaun.s Kex - st ™ lV i "" !r k ' in * “™ a « l owning h«*t,| 
. . ^ . mcr Kroui) member Patricia "Bonnie" toim*.*- 
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111 1956, Elvis Presley's “Heartbreak Hotel" 
entered the charts and began its rise to the top. 

in 1968, "The Silent Sun" - the debut single from 
Genesis - was released. 

Also in 1968, Marc Bolin's 'lyrannusaunis Rex - 
later shortened to T. Rex - launched a conceit tour in 
Manchester, England. David Bowie opened die show 
with a silent, one-man mime act. 

In 1980. in a dispute with manager Malcolm 
McLaren, Adam Ant - whose real name is Small 
Goddard - was kicked out of the Ants. Adam formed 
a new Ants... while McLaren turned the original band 
Into Bow Wow Wow. 

In 1989, rap artists boycotted' the Grammy 
Awards when they learned their awards would not 
be part of the TV coverage of the ceremonies. 


mcr group member Patricia "Bonnie" Ptuntn V 
her sister, June, during a Christmas Eve inddm i 


quiz 


"Heartbreak Hotel " - written b/ A 
Axton, the mother of country singer Kf 
Axton - was about what? 

"Heartbreak Hotel' was reported 
the true story about a suicide In a to 
room. 

i I * t — *■ 1 
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Y2K may become as great a TV obses- 
sion as the Clinton impeadimeni of 
199849. 

As die year 2000 looms, so does a net- 
work special aljout die dawn of die new 
centuy. "Millennium Pears," Pel). 23 on 
IWC TV 

The hour-long special features authors 
and experts on Y2K, Bible prophecies, 
cults and sudi dierislwd erodes as 
Nostradamus and Maladii. 

Eariy on, the si row deals with prospects 
of doom on Jan. 1, 2000, a date set aside 
by alarmists, diviners, mystics mid sooth- 
sayers as the day Tor the end of die 
world. 

Ominous predictions of die ancients and 
airreru propliets of doom arc counter- 
acted by scientists, historians and gov- 
emrncnL 

Tie special asks ifY2K will be tlic begin- 
ning of a bright new millennium or 
merely the greatest a Isis in our genera- 
tkm. 

Some modem scientists | media the 
coincidental worst meteor shower in 
5,000 yearn, capable of knocking out 
communications satellites with solnr 
plasma explosions causing massive elec- 
trical blackouts, Increasing eortlKiuakes, 
and valcanfciuitlvky. 

A bit of hysteria ha$, resulted : from 
experts suggesting the collapse of eco- 
nomic, military/ Bnanduii dvil and gov- 
ernment^ structures worldwide; • . • • 


things, fVnpk- put faith in |irediaiuiis. 

“Predictions of the end uf the wnifd 
appear in the Bible that Farlli wmild be 
destroyed in 6.000 years, and that would 
he about the year 20110 . 

"Some Cliiistiiiiis believe tli.it I'rophevy 
Visionaries like Maladii and 
Nostradamus predicted Aniingeddrai in 
Y2K wiien stars fall on Faith. 

“Siienlists say there is a meteor stonn 
every 33 years.- -T1i.it Irappciis to fall in 
1999-2000. People anticipate tins mete* 
or stonn ns if sudi a tiling lutcl never 
happened in modem times. 

"If the stcinii comes to pass, I think lire 
only panic would I v in the third woifd. 

'Another pluiiomeiron is the inneosc in 
sun spots and solnr iilnsmn - which also 
caluckkss with 2000 - si routing (Hit null- 
mkm that would nirect elect deal facilities 
on Earth. 

“Tie media duesn't pur iiHtdi faith in 
predictions," he sakl. "But remember, 
die general public Iwlds belief patterns 
and some rely on prophecies. 

“Wlwt we stress in tills sltow Is a time 
period that viewers can actually calcu- 
late and that's Y2K. 

"The limited documentation of belirf 
patterns falls to modem science in deal- 
ing with Y2K. And much of It has to dp 
with computers oik| computer dtlpi 

... inmates sa tire average AwrWh b- 
Inytilvecl with 276 eledronlc computers 


"All sorts of common objeaihr') 
diyvra to tanning equipmwtd' 
affected by computer chips ihs* ’ 
unaware of. never swptaw- 
would be invoked in the day* 


Wliat is live wwst-oseioenwic 
lug the advent of Y2K7 

"irdie electrical gI^tlge«dtI'^'ri , 
suffer brownouts or hbdwn^ 
create problenis without i <Wt 1 
said. 

"Another problem cuddbesom^ 1 


people miming out to 
shelves and taking ai the ^ 


"Waist thing lira "“na- 

tionally Inthemlfaryana^ . 
example, the d 

our t^wlor^^ R ** s 
not have tliat 

’There capuld be an 

orsomedwigoftiiainAR 

••Coveijimsnt 
Defense 
exports to 
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LONDON (R) — Manchester 
United retained their four point 
lead with a 1-0 win at Coventry 
in the English premier league 
on Saturday, but pursuers 
Chelsea and Arsenal kept up 
the pressure with comfortable 
victories. 

Second-placed Chelsea won 
3-1 at Nottingham Forest and 
Arsenal trounced Leicester City 
5-0 at home. 

Arsenal’s French internation- 
al forward Nicolas Anclka 
claimed the individual goal- 
scoring honors. Completing his 
third hat-trick in the English 
game, Anclka led tlic champi- 
ons to a 4-0 lead. 

Dennis Bergkamp was the 
creator for the first two goals, 
rounded off in impressive style 
by Anelka in the 23rd and 27th 
minutes. 

Ray Parlour stretched the 
Gunners' lead before Anelka 
struck for his third a minute 
before the interval. It was 
Parlour again who completed 
Arsenal’s 5-0 win in the 48th. 

In third place and five points 
behind leaders Manchester 
United, Arsenal manager 
Arsene Wenger sounded like a 
man working to a meticulous 
plan: 

it's not bad but there is still 
a long way to go. I’m more wor- 
ried about the quality of our 
fame and keeping concentra- 
tion high.’" 

Quality was in short supply at 
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Coventry, but Manchester 
United were happy enough 
with a 1-0 win that ensured 
they stayed four points clear of 
Chelsea in second place. 

Ryan Giggs scored the only 
goal in the 78th, as the 
Welshman continued his return 
from a hamstring injury. 

There was concern for man- 
ager Alex Ferguson when Dutch 
central defender jaap Stam 
went off with a problem to his 
hamstring. 

"With the Inter Milan game 
two weeks away, we won’t be 
taking any chances,” comment- 
ed the manager with an eye to 
United’s European Cup quarter- 
final on March 3. 

Chelsea capitalized on naive 
defending to win 3-1 against 
the bottom club Nottingham 
Forest at the City ground. 

17-year-okl Mikael Forsscll 
returned Horn taking school 
exams in his native Finland to 
give Chelsea a sixth minute 
lead. Dane Bjarne Goldbaek 
maintained the Nordic theme, 
striking in the 25th and 83rcl. 

Leeds United ensured 
Kverton had another miserable 
return faun Elland Road, win- 
ning 1-0 through a 78th minute 
goal by Dutchman Widen 
Korscen. Everron have gone 33 
games without a win at Leeds. 

Remaining fifth, Leeds were 
12 points ofi'rhe lead. 

West Ham usually don’t enjoy 
their trip to Liverpool, but 


Anfield proved a rare happy 
hunting ground. Trailing 2-1 to 
goals by Robbie Fowler and 
Michael Owen, Marc Keller 
scored a 74th minute equalizer. 

The Hammers had failed to 
score in all but two of their pre- 
vious 16 visits to Anfield. 

Reaching the Worthington 
Cup final in mid-week left 
Tottenham Hotspur lacking 
inspiration at Middlesbrough. 

The home team could take 
heart from gaining a point, 
after a 5-0 thrashing at Evcrton 
on Wednesday. 

Charlton moved our of the 
bottom three with a surprise 2- 
0 win at Derby County. Andy 
Hunt in the 64th and Swede 
Martin Pringle were the scorers 
at Pride Park. Charlton may lack 
illustrious names but their spir- 
it is beyond question. 

Southampton remained sec- 
ond from bottom but went 
seven points dear of 
Nottingham Forest with a 2-1 
home win against Newcastle 
United. 

A goal by James Beattie and a 
penalty from Jason Dodd took 
them 2-0 in front by the inter- 
val. German international 

Dieter llamami gave Newcastle 
late hope in the 86lh minute. 

Since leaving Southampton 
for Blackburn and now 
Newcastle, the United captain 
Alan Shearer has never scored 
against his former team at the 
Dell. 





100,000 FLOCK TO SEE 2000 SYDNEY 


OLYMPIC STADIUM 


SYDNEY (R) — The main stadi- 
um for the 2000 Sydney 
Oiympics passed its first major 
mspection on Sunday, drawing 

: • ' sav 


more than 100,000 people struggling for credibility in the 
when organizers of the Games wake of the corruption scandal, 
opened the doors to the public. Sydney's organizers decided to 
With the Olympic movement give Australia's sporting public 
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a sneak preview of their new 
stadium. 

The response to the gesture 
was overwhelming, sports fans 
queuing for hours for the 
chance to stroll around the sta- 
dium at Homebusli Bay. 

“It's bloody fantastic, isn't 
it?," said Cecil Dawson, a local 
resident who walked around 
the track with his 75-year-old 
sister Olive. ‘This is what the 
Olympics are really about, it 
finally feels like the Gaines are 
here.” 

Debbie Reardon, who was 
accompanied by her two 
teenage children, her husband 
and his two parents, said: "It's 
just magnificent. I know it cost 
a lot of money blit It was defi- 
nitely worth it." 

“There's been a lot of bad 
things said about the Olympics 
■lately but it doesn’t seem to 
matter anymore once you walk 
inside here," said Sydney grand- 
mother Helen Scanloh. 

"1 think most people hope 
we've seen the last of all that 


and we can just get on with let- 
ting the athletes do the talking 
now.’ 1 

The public's reaction to the 
opening of the stadium left 
some of Australia's leading 
politicians gushing after 
months of trying to defend the 
Olympic movement in the wake 
of the corruption scandal. 

"[ think this really shows that 
Sydneysiders and Australian 
people in general are interested 
in the Olympics and not in the 
International Olympic 

Committee and all the non- 
sense to do with Salt Lake City," 
said Michael Knight, the 
Olympics Minisrer and presi- 
dent of the Sydney organizing 
committee. 

The stadium, completed 
more than 18 months ahead of 
schedule, will be officially 
opened on June 12 when. 
Australia's national soccer team 
take on a FIFA selection. 

There will be several other 
"test" events before then, start- 
ing with a double-header 


National Rugby League night on 
March 6 and a concert featuring 
the Bee Gees on March 27. 

The stadium will also be used 
for rugby union tesrs and an 
NFL exhibition match between 
Super Bowl champions Denver 
and San Diego. 

With a capacity of 110,000, 
the Sydney stadium is the 
biggest in modern Olympic his- 
tory. It cost 690 million 
Australian dollars (SUS 440.6 
million). 

it could accommodate four 
jumbo jets side by side under 
the span of the nlain arch and is 
almost 14 stories tail at its high- 
est point. 

Wiien the Games are over the 
state of the art stadium will be 
altered to accommodate 80,000 
spectators and will feature a 
revolutionary new system 
allowing the organizers to 
change the shnpc of the playing 
field from rectangular to oval 
: within' eight hotirp. 
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MADRID (R) — Real Madrid Tans whistled derisively as their 
team and coach Guus Hiddink left the pitch after a demoraliz- 
ing 1-0 home defeat by Athletic Bilbao on Saturday. Although 
Real Madrid had the majority of rhe possession, they failed to 
break down the Basque visitors’ solid defense. 


PTtTTHTTP 


COLORADO SPRINGS (R) — An investigation into the Salt Lake 
City bribery scandal headed by former Sen. George Mitchell is 
not expected to uncover any major revelations, the head of the 
U.S. Olympic Committee said on Saturday. 

Instead, the report the five-member commission isscheduled 
to release on March I in New York City will focus on recom- 
mending how to choose Future Olympic sites to prevent scan- 
dals like the one that hit Salr Lake City, Mitchell said. 




SYDNEY (R) — Australian Rodney Pampling broke through for 
his first Australian PGA Toiir title on Sunday when he won the 
Canon Challenge. 

The 29-year-old fired a closing round ofthree-imder-par69 to 
finish with a total of 1 8-under-par 270. 

He finished three shots clear of Geoff Qgilvy, who closed with 
a 67. Last week's Australian Masters champion Craig Spence 
came with a late rattle to take third after a brilliant 64. 

Pampling started the final day five shots clear but let his lead 
slip to two before recovering his nerve. 

He became the eighth first time winner this season on the 
Australian circuit. 

“I was a bit worried there for a while," Pampling said. “1 did- 
n't think I’d make another birdie but I did and it was nice." 




SEOUL (R) — South Korea beat India 3-2 after drawing 1-1 in 
reverse singles matches on Sunday in their Davis Cup 
Asia/Oceania zone group one, first round tie. 

Results (South Korean names first): 

Lee Hyung-taik lost to Leander Paes 4-6 4-6 4-6 
Yoon Yong-ll beat Mahesh Bhupathi 6-7 6-1 6-1 6-1 
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BRADENTON, Florida (R) — Free agent shortstop Pat Meares 
found a new home in Pittsburgh as he signed n one-year con- 
tract with the Pirates. 

The Minnesota TWIns cut Meares, 30, shortly after the season 
in what was seen as an economy move. 

The deal is reported to be in the range of SI. 5 million. 
Meares made S2.5 million last season. 

Meares hit .260 with nine homers and a career-high 70 RBI in 
149 games for the TWins last season. A Tour-year starter at 
shortstop, Meares had at least 49 RBI in each of those seasons 
and is a career .265 hitter. 




MADARAO, Japan (AP) — Canadian Stephane Rochon won his 
second World Cup dual moguls contest of the season in the 
event's third and final competition Sunday. 

Finland's Mikko Ronkainen placed second, followed by the 
World Cup points leader Thony H emery of France. 

Hemery stayed on top of the final standings with a total of 
260 points, Rochon was second at 240 and Janne Lahtelg of 
Finland was in third place with 232. 

In the women's competition, Sweden's Marja Eifman edged 
American Shannon Bahrke for her first dual moguls tide of the 
season. 

Sandra Schmitt of Germany placed third. 

Michelle Roark of the United States, who shared fifth with 
three others, topped the final standings with 244 points, fol- 
lowed by Elfman's 236 and American Brooke Ballachey's 220. 


BAYERN RESUMES TITLE HUNT 
IN IMPRESSIVE FASHION 
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BONN (R) — Runaway German first division 
leaders Bayern Munich resumed their title 
hunt in impressive fashion with a 3-0 win at 
MSV Duisburg on Saturday. 

Bayern, back in action after the Bundesliga’s 
60-day winter break, increased their lead to 10 
points on second-placed Bayer Leverkusen, 
who could only manage a 1 -I draw at home to 
SC Freiburg. 

Striker CarstcnJaiKker, set up by playmaker 
Stefan Effenbeig, put Bayern ahead from dose 
range in the 26th minute. 

EfTenbeig rook care of the second goal 
alone with a shot from 1 2 metres four minutes 
before the break. 

Substitute Thomas Helmer put the issue 
beyond doubt by heading home from a Mario 
Basler cross in the 71st minute, 

It was the first home defeat of the season 
for MSV Duisburg, who lost 2-t to Bayern In 
last season's German Cup final and have not 
beaten the Bavarians since a 3-1 victory in 
1979. 

"My team played with a lot of concentration 
and put Duisburg under pressure from die 


start,” said Bayern Munich conch On mm 
Hitzfeld. 

"Die reward came with two beautiful goals 
wliidi disrupted our opponents. In rhe second 
half, we didn’t drop our guard and scored 
another goal.” 

Leverkusen, who have little hope of catch- 
ing up mighty Bnyem, went 1-0 down when 
Freiburg midfielder Marco Weisshaupt, who 
had just been brought down in the box by 
Markus Happe, scored from the penalty spot 
in the 23rd minute. 

Die home side wasted numerous opportu- 
nities before snatching a draw with a goal 
from dose range by Brazilian horn German 
international striker Paulo Kink six minutes 
from time. 

TSV 1860 Munich delighted their home fans 
with a 4-1 demolition of smugglers Eintracht 
Frankfort. Die "other” Munidi club climbs one 
place to third in the 18-srrong rable. 

The "Lions" scored four times before the 
interval in a stylish display of attacking foot- 
ball. Eintracht reduced the arrears through 
midfielder striker Christoph Westerthaler in 


the G8tli minute. 

Newcomer llija Aradc. who joined W 
Berlin from second division neighbors Tetri 
Bmussia Berlin during the winter 
a convincing debut, scaring twice as to & 
crushed Borussla Dortmund 34). 

Aradc scored hi the 70tli and 82ndnwna 
of a tense game in which each j 

sent off. Germany striker Michael ro* j 
sealed Hertha’s win before a near _ 
crowd in Berlin's Olympic stadnim 

Donimmd mldliclder Miroslav 
Joined from TSV I860 during 
received his marching orders lor 
bookable offense In the 71st • 
midfielder Sixten Vfclt followed * 

minutes Inter. ^uotofc 

Hertlia Berlin move one pla« W 
while Dortmund arc now sixth. 

match of the weekend program 0 ^. 


FIGHT TIME 


NEW YORK (AP) — At times the fight was 
marred by rough tactics from both fighters. 
In the sixth round, referee Benjl Estevez 
stopped action for several seconds to allow 
Whitaker to recover from a low blow. 

Whitaker went down in the. second 
round from a right to the chin with 25 sec- 
onds left. He bounced up Immediately. 

In the 10th and 12 rounds, Whitaker 
dropped to the seat of his pants when 


trapped in a corner by Trinidad. The second 
time, Trinidad kept punching until the ref- 
eree pulled him off. 

Whitaker had a big round in the seventh 
when lie connected with a right hook and 
two jarring lefts to the head that shook 
1tlnidad. 

TYjnidad came back In the eighth round 
to land a left hook that hurt Whitaker and 
then followed with a four-punch flurry that 


PACERS PASS THE BUCKS 
IN FINAL SECONDS 


MILWAUKEE (R) — Chris 
Mullin's 18-footer with 18 sec- 
onds left snapped a tie and the 
Indiana Pacers made a pair of 
big defensive plays ro hold on 
for an 82-80 victory Saturday 
over the upstart Milwaukee 
Bucks. 

After Mullin's wide-open 
jumper, the Pacers (6-3) turned 
to defense for their fourth win 
in five games. Anronio Davis 
blocked a lane jumper by 
Glenn Robinson, who had 31 
points and 10 rebounds. 

"It was pretty hectic at the 
end," said Mullin, who scored 
nine points. "We got our 
opportunity on Antonio’s big 
block. We knew we had to 
defend Glenn Robinson, 

because he's their go-to guy." 

Milwaukee had one more 
chance but when they 
inbounded to point guard 
Tctiell Brandon, he tried to 
dribble through a double-team 
and lost the ball. 

The Buck complained bitter- 
ly that Robinson, who led 
Milwaukee with 3 1 points, was 
held on their last possession. 
Tie at the top 

Reggie Miller scored 20 
points for the Pacers, who 
moved into a tie for first in the 
Central Division with Atlanta. 
Indiana entered rhe game one- 
half game behind Milwaukee 
15-3). 

"We got a big block and exe- 
rted the pick-and-roll," 
Pacers guard Mark Jackson 
wtd. "The Bucks are a great 
basketball team with great 
shooters and scorers. 
Fortunately, we came away 
with the victory." 


Sltep 



NHL 
STANDINGS 


NEW YORK (R) — Standings of National Hockey League teams 
after Saturday's games (tabulate under wins, losses, ties, goals for, 
goals against, points): 


OTTAWA. 

TORONTO 

BUFFALO 

MONTREAL 

BOSTON 


PHILADELPHIA 
NEW JERSEY 
PITTSBURGH 
NY RANGERS 
NY ISLANDERS 


NORTHEAST DIVISION 

W I. T GF GA PTS 
32 16 8 164 118 72 
32 20 4 181 168 68 
27 19 10 152 120 64 
23 28 8 139 154 54 
22 24 9 136 129 53 

ATLANTIC DIVISION 

W L T GF GA ITS 

29 14 13 176 121 71 
31 20 7 171 148 69 

30 17 7 172 148 67 
22 27 7 156 15B 51 

; 18 33 7 138 174 43 


SOUTHEAST DIVISION 

W L T Gi GA ITS 

CAROLINA 26 22 10 152 148 62 

FLORIDA 21 21 15 142 147 57 

WASHINGTON 23 28 5 141 147 51 

TAMPA HAY 12 40 5 117 267 29 


CENTRAL DIVISION 

\V I. T GF GA ITS 
niiTRDir 31 23 4 171 143 66 

ST LOUIS 22 23 10 152 144 54 

NASI I VI I LI: 20 31 6 115 185 46 

CHICAGO 16 34 s 128 184 40 

NORTHWEST DIVISION 

W L T GF GA IDS 
COLORADO 29 21 6 153 138 64 

EDMONTON 22 26 8 154 147 5 2 

CALGARY 20 28 9 145 166 49 

VANCOUVER 18 32 7 142 182 43 

PACIFIC DIVISION 

W L T GF GA PTS 
DALLAS 35 10 8 158 106 78 

PHOENIX 29 17 1 0 145 124 68 

ANAHEIM 24 25 9 155 147 57 

SAN JOSE 20 25 13 133 136 53 

LOS ANGELES 21 31 5 134 153 47 


TYSON IN ISOLATION AFTER 
TANTRUM IN MARYLAND PRISON 


backed the challenger up. 

It was TYinidad's unerring ^ _ 

that really spelled tliedl^ ^j 

Trinidad, a 4 1/2-11 *&&& 
4.5 million, boosted his reco^ ^ 
29 knockouts. Whitahei 1 . jjgfiiwd?. 
champion in four 
through junior 

million. His record Is : 

outs. ; 1 - 


JOCKVILLE. MD (R) — Former 
heavyweight boxing champi- 
• Mike tyson will face disci- 
r: p'! nary action in a Maryland 
;i Jai1 on Monday after a violent 
: temper tantrum that could 
it harder for him to gain 

fi 9n ear * y re * ease to resume his 
:) ca reer. 

j’ volatile 32-year-old 
..jshter. who was jailed Feb. 5 
\ . ° r assa «lting t W o older 
&??*** a minor traffic 

ksr ,n the suburban 

prr biB » on community of 

fe4? ersburg> had to s P end 

KVjjf. W * ekend ln Isolation 
a television 


against a set of bars at the 
Montgomer County 

Detention Center. 

Authorities had only 
sketchy details of the inci- 
dent but said a closed-door 
disciplinary hearing was set 
for Monday,- 

"Mr. Tyson was going 
through some problems on 
Friday night," Eric Seleznow, 
spokesman for . the 
Montgomery County 

Department of Correction 
and Rehabilitation, said on 
Saturday. 

"He threw p TV. He was 
written up ;and remanded* to 


the facility’s administrative 
segregation area. He threw it 
against some bars with peo- 
ple on the other side. No one 
was injured." 

Tyson has been in the 
Montgomery CoUncy Jail for 
two weeks. A judge sen- 
tenced him to 12 months 
imprisonment for punching a 
60-year-old man In the jaw 
and kicking a 50-year-old In 
the groin last August after a 
traffic aeddeht. He pleaded 
no contest to two misde- 
meanor assault charges In 
December. • 1 

County officials said he has 


been housed with about a 
dozen other inmates who are 
secluded from the general 
population of 640 prisoners. 

The Maryland jail term has 
meant fresh trouble for 
Tyson, a convicted rapist who 
was suspended from boxing 
for more than a year for bit- 
ing the ears of world champi- 
on Evander Holyfield in a 
June 1997 title bout. 

Before Friday's incident, 
Tyson faced the possibility of 
being sent back to jail In 
Indiana for up to four years 
fat violating probation fol- 
lowing early release for the 


1992 rape conviction. 

Tyson backers also have 
warned that the Nevada State 
Athletic Commission could 
revoke his license for good 
because of the Maryland inci- 
dent. 

“He’s been generally com- 
pliant and reasonable until 
this Incident, 1 ' said Seleznow. 

County officials have said 
Tyson could resume training 
within three to four months if 
he were.to gnin early release 
for good behavior. 

But the prison officials who 
preside over Monday's disci- 
plinary heariug could impose 



punishments ranging from a 
loss of good-behavior- time to 
a. loss ofvl Station : jiglfts and 
other privileges!, ;i 


tl 
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DEAR EDITOR: 


Help her Lord, to under- stand. 

ita "l' Maya & Mi, 

Alia, his eldest, is so cry their double loss 

but their family is united, 

evout and will help them across, 

she will miss her father anti as their parents, near 
nd all his clout you will now stand, 

but as near you he will Help them l ord, to under- 
ow stand, stand. 

Help her, Lord, to under- 

and ' Mamzeh&Mashem 

ABdullah, the King suffered more than their 
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Mia, 


his eldest, is so 




Melp us, Lord, 
to Understand 

The unthinkable hap- 
pened, our king has died. 

The nation and the world 
are mortified, why so quick? 
Why so fast? It’s such a blast. 
He was our father, he was 
our friend, why did Tt have to 
be such an abrupt end? 

And as near you he will 
now stand, 

Help us Lord to under- 
stand. 


Moor, 


the wife and 


devout 

she will miss her father 
and all his clout 
but as near you he will 
now stand, 

Help her, Lord, to under- 
stand. 


has so much pain 
and has sworn the Burden 
he will sustain 
and as his father near you, 
will now stand, 

Help him Lord, to under- 
stand. 


Jaisal 


stands proud 


but with a heavy heart and 
and cried, and day by day from his memories lie will 


mother does not question 
your will. 

She grieves in silence, his 
wishes 

She will instill, and as her 
partner, near you will now 
stand, 

Help her Lord to under- 
stand. 


'Mohammed & 

Massan broke down 


the suffering they fight. 

For their brother 
“Hussein," near you will now 
stand, 

Help them Lord to under- 
stand. 

Bosnia , 

the sister, is oh, so dis- 
traught. 

She broke our hearts and 
will not leave our thoughts 

for her brother “Hussein" 
near you will now stand., 


due, as their father slipped 
slowly from their view, and 


Was the time reall) T » 
for him to go??? ) . 

We will never tj. 
again, we aregoing^l 
and hope his hard: 1 

will not go in vain, • 
and that thrai^[ 

sons, we will regain ; 

The strength-Hi! ‘f; 
ty" to maintain 

When the tearjl; 
dried and we reaEnj 
true V 

That he’s with i- 
prophets, next toyoaj 


BEIJING CLASHES WITH 
HONG KONG OVER 
"MIGRATION" 


as near you he will now We will thank you Uxi-. 


never part 

as his father near you will 
now stand, 

Help him Lord, to under- 
stand. 


His beloved twins, 

Mysha &Zein 

No words will over com- 
fort their pain 
and as their father, near 
you will stand, 

Help them Lord, to under- 


stand. 

Help them Lord, to under- 
stand. 

‘young ‘Ernati 
& iftaii/ah 

will soon graduate, 

Bul "Daddy “ will not be 
there to congratulate. 

But since death is right, 
and near you, he will stand. 
Help them Lord, to under- 
stand. 

We, 

his people, 

will never Know why, he 
was so young-lie had to 
die. 

He protected us and 


“tiussti 

As mercy on him ir.< 
now ordain. 

He was so good.h» 
so kind, 

Where like “Sayidni'. 
we find? 

So farewell, our Hr; 

in Heaven you stand. 

Melpus 
please Lori 
to undents 

Leila £1'- 




A court ruling giving right off 
flbodo In Hong Kong to children 
In Chino off Chinese families res- 
ident In Hong Kong has been 
denounced by Bel|lng. The atti- 
tude off the government In 
lolling has dented Hong Kong's 
(snlldence In Its autonomy. 

KONG KONG — Men in Hong Kong are to 
be asked if they have had extra- marital 
affairs in Chinn in a new survey which fol- 
lows a decision by a Hong Kong court and 
denounced by Beijing, to give “right of 
abode" to the children of Chinese who are 
permanently resident in Hong Kong. 

A huge government survey will ask 
15.000-20,000 families whether they have 
children living on the mainland after the 
decision by the Court of Final Appeal in 
Hong Kong. The court's ruling • which 
Beijing says should he changed - includes 
children born "out of wedlock". Estimates 
of the potential number of child migrants, 
boih legitimate and illegitimate, range as 
high as 400,000. 

Numbers of Hong Kcnig men keep mis- 
tresses across the border or have unregis- 
tered second marriages, and the 
Commission for Census and Statistics 
promises to provide a "comfortable, envi- 
ronment" in which people can “disclose 


tk same day 

their privacy" on these delicate questions. 

TWo weeks ago Hong Kong’s confidence 
in its autonomy front Beijing received a 
sharp blow when the Chinese press pub- 
lished attacks on the court ruling by legal 
experts and officials. Beijing took offence 
because the court’s verdict contradicted 
an earlier decision by rhe Standing 
Committee of the National People’s 
Congress - China's parliament. 

Ironically, the court acted iu accordance 
with Hong Kong’s Basic Law - which che 
NPC itself passed in 1990. 

The Central Government Offices have 
been picketed for two weeks by several 
hundred protesters. Almost all are young 
people who have been waiting for years 
for permission to join their parents per- 
manently in Hong Kong. Yesterday 
(Saturday) the government conceded that 
they could stay temporarily, but said there 
would be no amnesty If the court decision 
went against them. 

"I was left with friends at the age of 
eight when my mum and dad came to 
Hong Kong," said a young man from 
Guangdong province yesterday (Saturday). 


"The local police told me to be patient. 
Then, when I was 18. they said I was now 
an adult and it was too late." 

"We haven't come for work: we just 
want to join our families," claimed a 
group of 20-year-olds from Fujian. "It's a 
basic human right to be Together." 

Although both sides are now playing 
down the conflict, fears remain lliat it 
could lead to a constitutional crisis. 
Beijing has suggested the court should 
“rectify" some passages in its judgment. 
Another suggestion is that the NPC 
should amend the Basic Law when it 
meets next niunrh. 

The Hong Kong government claims that 
"the issues of concern are gerting narrow- 
er". 

But by making it a matter for negotia- 
tion. Beijing has already ensured that the 
Court of Final Appeal's decision has 
become... less final. 

Opinion polls show tlut, while a major- 
ity do not want China to interfere, a simi- 
lar number are alarmed at the prospect of 
a flood of migration. 

Not all illegitimate offspring will neces- 
sarily migrate. Some mothers in "concu- 
bine villages" across the border say they 
will not surrender their children to step- 
mother. 


FEATURE 31 

HUNGRY CAMEL HERD 
ATTACKS UAE PICNICKERS 

RAS AL-KHAIMAH (AFP) — A gang of eight hungry camels charged 
a picnic being enjoyed by two Jordanian families in this northern 
area of the United Arab Emirates, a newspaper reported yesterday. 

The camels appeared from behind a hill and descended on the 
food "making loud, angry noises," Gulf News said. 

"It took only seconds for them to be among us... we fled with 
the children from the picnic site," one of the mothers said, quot- 
ed by the newspaper. One of the children was slightly injured in 
the attack. 

Attempts to drive away the camels with sticks and stones failed. 

Wandering camels are a constant problem for motorists in Gulf 
countries, although attacks on people are rare. But they often 
stray into roads, causing an average of some five fatal car crashes 
every month in Saudi Arabia alone. 
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— hwich police hovft crash. 

"* n to question the "As far as we are concern 

uffo wWto cor after doime the white car involved in 

*** *** hb vohldo whkh col- accident was a Fiat Uno,’ 
whh (he Mercedes ccerying detective advising the exan 
Wik©«* of Wales before the . ing magistrate, Herve Stefan 
crash In August 1997. said. "If the claimant 
Investigators have been unsuccessful- 


crasli. 

»a r . Diana's car, driven by a ^rir- ■ 

As Tar as we are concerned. secur)ty man fronl ^ Rltz 

the white car involved m the Hotel, enters tunnel travellings# 
accident was a Fiat Uno." a | n excess of 160 km per hour > 
detective advising the examin- . i: . 
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is shown to 

/ e 

pjds 

w tes /, ould 

be pros- 
jap ecuted for 
hindering 

Jr? the inquiry. 

^ This would 

not be the 
- first tinsub- 

Placd do la stantiated 
C oncorde claim if it 
proved 


I t. * mi Dy me u 

r ^just before it collided with' I 

■w.pillar. ® 

;^ llC r V iid yes,er[l3 y IS«> they i 
0W "8 “P tits lead but were 
t.^ pllcal about the 
t . -.whid, is linked to Driver Ins 
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,4 pounds 1,5 
by the 
orDqdi Al Fayed, 
y al!0 Had in the 


Driver loses control' 
and car slams into' 
concrete support pillar. Driver' 
and Dodi Al Fayed did Instantly ■ ; 


rplana and her bodyguard are 
cut from the cqr by rescue ; 
services. Diana. dies later in 
hospital from madsli/e chest Injuries 


fc/ns/y 
Tower fy 

cm 


. Arcde ' • proved 

faTriomphe ^incorrect." 

:^SSk The 
'--~y k loan, wlio 
^ T>vSVhas not been 
! ^ aS . 

^^^.•'V£'y^l ready b ® en : ci ues ' 

^Nj^-..jar^bhed by Pierri? Ottavloli, 
r^/ihe Fayed Tamil's private 


investigator According to him, the 
Citroen AX owner said he fled the scene 
- because his car was not insured and he 
was afraid of being arrested. 

The disclosure came as Judge 
Stephan handed over his final, exhaus- 
tive report on the crash to the Public 
Prosecutor's office in Paris which will 
have to deride on possible charges. 

The chauffeur Henri Paul, wlio also 
died, was said to be under the influence 
of drink but his family has demanded a 
new inquiry by two experts. 

Meanwhile, die injured bodyguard, 
Trevor Rees-Jones, the car rental com- 
pany, Etoile Limousine, and senior- 
. employees of the R(i2 Hotel, Where the 
Princess had dined, are waiting for the 
Public Prosecutor to decide whether . 
they will be charged with partial 
responsibility. ..... 



